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YEA OR NAY ON YANKEE. 

Senate prez Shumlin calls for a vote 

PAST AND PRESENT PLANET 1 

Longtime B-town resto comes around again 





NRG Systems is hiring 

hiring.nrgsystems.com 


"I feel like I'm having a 
positive impact on the world 
and building a successful 
career too. I always thought 
those would be mutually 
exclusive,.." 


Global leader in wind measurement technology | Hinesburg, Vermont 



"Social or Solo? Why Learning in Community Beats Learning Alone" 
Keynote Speaker, Gretchen Wegner 


February 20, 2010 • Reception 5:30 - 6:15 pm • Talk 6:1 5-8:15 pm 
College Hall at Union Institute's Montpelier Center 
Free& Open to the Public 

For more information, please call 1-888-828-8575 
or email admissionsiaimyunion.edu 



^ A Different Approach 

hrl Union Institute 
= & University 

OFFERING: B.A. B.S. M.A M.Ed Ed.D. Psy.D Ph.D. 



OVER FIFTY NATIONAL LINES INCLUDING — 

Bare Escentuals, Laura Mercier, Murad, stila, Kiehl’s Since 1851 
smashbox, NARS, N.V. Perricone, M.D. , L’Occitane, Bliss 
Comer of Main & Battery, Burlington 802.861.7500 
Mon- Wed 10-6, Thu-Sat 10-7, Sun 12-5 
www.mirrormirrorvt.coin 


H SkinCeuticals 

Quality Products Backed by Science 


facial services and products 
now available at 

Mirror Mirror 

skin and beauty products for women and men 
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INTERESTED IN THE FUTURE OF 

PUBLIC TRANSIT 

IN CHITTENDEN COUNTY? 


FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL 802-864-CCTA 


CCTA is updating its Transit Development Plan, 
which serves as the guiding document for our 
planning and development efforts for the next 
five year period. 


CCTA Transit Development Plan- Public Meeting 
Tuesday, February 23, 201 0 at 6:00 p.m. 
CCTA Offices- 1 5 Industrial Pkwy., Burlington 


The CCTA offices are accessible via the Pine Street route. Please contact 
CCTA with any questions you have: 864-CCTA or tdp@cctaride.org 


PLEASE COME OFFER YOUR OPINION 


Get a Great Rate and a 
Low Monthly Payment 

With the NEFCU Auto Check! 


Call or apply online today! 

866-80-LOANS 

nefcu.com 
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Ski & Ride ‘10! 

Ski & Ride for half price with your Ski & Ride 
with The Point Button and Coupon book! Find out 


SKI & RIDE 

SCHE « 


Feb 19: Dartmouth Skiway 
Feb 26: Ragged Mountain 
March 5: Sugarbush 
March 12: Bolton Valley 
March 19: Killington 
March 21: Pico (Sunday) 
March 26: Stowe 
April 2: Jay Peak 




THE LAST 


exception, at last Saturday's 15th 
Is a Drag Ball" at Higher Ground. More 
cross-dressing revelers took part in the e 
raised upwards of $13,000 for the Vermont 
AIDS Coalition: tickets sold out on Friday, 

"I can't remember the type of excitement and 
anticipation that was evident this year weeks t 
the ball," says organizer Bob Bolyard, aka drag 
queen Amber LeMay. "Part of it is the reputatio 
of it beinga really fun night, part of it 
the middle ofwinter/post-holiday period where 
people are looking for something to do. And part 
of it is people being able to express themselves 
in so many different ways with few making 
judgments or assumptions." 


blogworthy last week. 


SEVENDAYSVT.COM/BLOGS 
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NORTHFACE 

FOOTWEAR NOW 

25-40% OFF 


48 STYLES AND OVER 600 PAIRS! 
MENS • WOMENS • CHILDREN 


THE 

NORTH 

FACE! 
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ONLY AT danformshoes 


■ Convenient Locations: Burlington, 2 Church St. (By The Fountain) // 864-7899 • Colchester, Rt 127 // 863-2653 • Shelburne, Rt. 7 // 985-3483 // St. ALbans, Rt. 7 // 527-0916 // www.daformshoe.com 






WARM WINTER 

COCKTAILS 



m 


UDDY WATERS 


14- MAIN ST. BURLINGTON, \ 
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NOW BOOKING FOR SPRING 2010 
Accredited, Licensed, Insured 
and Highly Accomplished 
Hundreds of systems in service 
Locally owned since 1991 
' VT RE Incentive-approved 

VERMONT SOLAR, LLC 

SOLAR ELECTRIC & HOT WATER 
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL 
www.vermontsolar.com 
802.863.1202 800.286.1252 


SEVEN DAYS 

POWER OUTING. 

EOITORIAL/ADMINISTRATION 


Pamel a Pblslon .V Paula Routiy 




MAN OP MYSTERY Rick Woods 


DESIGN/PRDDUCTION 



Mr Kristi Batchelder 






P.O. BOX 1164, BURLINGTON, VT 05402-1164 
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feed back 


TA STORY FAILED 

[Re: "UVM's Recession Strategy? 
Bigger Classes and More Undergrad 
Teaching Assistants,” February 10]: As 
the professor of the political science 
course alluded to by Ms. McLellan in 
her piece on UVM’s use of teaching 
assistants for grading in large, intro- 
ductory courses, I feel it necessary to 
clarify several factual inaccuracies on 
which Ms. McLellan appears to hang 
her condemnation of the practice. The 
issue here is not whether professors 
or students have a pedagogical pref- 
erence for small classes; sure, I would 
love to teach seminars of 10 people. 
But this is not an option unless the 
department is willing to turn away 
dozens, even hundreds, of students 

My guess is thatin this case, we would 
all reluctantly opt for the supersized in- 
troductory courses and reserve the small 
classes for the upper levels. That said, let 
me correct the false claims pertaining to 
my class, specifically: 

1. 1 had face-to-face interviews and 
multiple correspondences before hiring 

2. The TA was closely supervised. 
We met before each and every class of 
the semester and even more frequently 
before and after exams. 

3. 1 was the author of the ISO ques- 
tions that appeared on the three in- 


class exams. The TA graded them ac- 
cording to an answer sheet. He brought 
any issues related to grading to me. I 
never asked him to render judgments 
on his own or to overstep his area of 
competence. 

4. I never “blamed” the TA for any- 
thing. I did request several times in class 
that the students refrain from challeng- 
ing the authority of the TA by engaging 
in special pleading or by attempting to 
browbeat him about grades. On the first 
exam, when the grades turned out lower 
than expected, I graded on a curve in 
order to compensate. 

5. To his credit, in uncharted territory, 
the TA performed with great dedication, 
maturity and skill. I regret the misstate- 
ment of facts by the single student inter- 
viewed about my class. 

Jan Feldman 

GRAND ISLE 
Feldman is a professor at the 
University of Vermont. 


QUIET WISDOM 

Great article by music editor Dan 
Bolles [“In the Year Two Thousand ... 
Ten,” January 13], I had a good laugh 
over this one. If only concertgoers 
understood the golden rule: Silence is 
sacred. Cheers! 

Edwin Sutphen 

BRIGHTON, MASS. 


TIM NEWCOMB 


FAILING FAIRPOINT OFFERS 16 BUY DEBT-RlDbEN BORUNSTON TELECOM 








20/20 FALLS DOWN 

In “The 20/20 Challenge” [February 
3] Lauren Ober describes a tumble she 
took at the top of the Middlebury Snow 
Bowl. Her article fell at the gate as well. 
She writes, “Not many colleges can boast 
that they own a ski area. In fact, only four 
can — Dartmouth, Middlebury and two 
community colleges in Michigan and 
California whose ski areas’ combined 
vertical drop totals 1000 feet.” 

It took me about two minutes on 
the web to determine that this is not 
“in fact.” Two community colleges own 
ski areas, but she omitted the largest 
public school — Michigan Tech, which 
has more than 7000 students and grants 
PhDs in numerous disciplines. (Can you 
tell I used to work there?) Tech owns the 
small and charming Mont Ripley. Sure, 
the vertical drop is only 400 feet, slight 
even for the Midwest, but skiing is free 
with your student ID. 

1 feel guilty for sending this in and 
being a little snarky, because I hold 
Seven Days in high esteem. 1 pick it up 
every week. I especially love to play 
the Film Quiz. I also like Suzanne 
Podhaizer’s work. I read the food ft 
section and the “Crumbs" every * 

Chris Webb 

ESSEX JUNCTION 


TWEET THIS 

It was great to see the mention of raw 
milk from Family Cow Farmstand noted 
in the “Just Tweet It" article by Suzanne 
Podhaizer in the January 27 issue of 
Seven Days. I’m lost about the whole 
tweeting thing, but it would be great to 
see a full article on the area’s raw-milk 
providers. There's even a new farm close 
by for us in Chittenden County: Bread 
and Butter Farm off Cheese Factory 
Road. Greatest milk we’ve ever had. 

Krista Wilbur 
COLCHESTER 


CORRECTION 

Last week, we published a letter by 
Sukie Knight that contained some 
figures related to our February 3 story, 
“Vermont Legislators Admit to Cheating 
the System. Are They Justified?" Knight 
calculatedthatunderthecurrentsystem, 
legislators can earn up to $709 in weekly 
reimbursements on top of their $600 a 
week salary, for an annualized salary of 
$52,360. 

The total sum is mostly accurate, 
but one lawmaker contested two of the 
numbers she used to get there. Knight 
figured four nights of accommodations 
— at $101 per — for a total potential 
weekly expenditure of $404. Check. 
Then she added up five food stipends, at 
$61 a day, to get $305. But since lawmak- 
ers only work four days a week, the total 
weekly food reimbursement could be no 
more than $244. 

ButKnightleftoutthe third reimburs- 
able expense — mileage — assuming this 
fictional lawmaker was staying over in 
Montpelier all week. Even 
so, the state would 
still cover the law- 
k ^ — maker’s expense 

of getting there 
and back: 
round-trip 
to the capital 
city, 

cents a mile. 

Remuneration 

_ varies based on the 

^uistance traveled, but 
Burlington lawmakers col- 
lect $35 for each trip they claim. 

Knight also based her $52,360 salary 
figure on a 20-week legislative ses- 
sion. Last year’s session ran 16 weeks. 
This year’s session is expected to run 
no longer. Taking all of that into con- 
sideration, a 16-week session could net 
$20,528. Annualized, that works out to 
be $66,716. 


THE BIG 5-0 

I think the proponents of IRV in 
Burlington missed the mark with their 
catchy moniker “50 percent matters” 
[“Fair Game,” February 3]. Fifty might 
be nifty, but it is not a majority. More 
than 50 percent is what really matters. 

Jessica Oski 
BURLINGTON 
Editor’s Note: Seven Days is 
sponsoring an IRV debate on 
Thursday, February 18, at 7pm. in 
Burlington City Hall Auditorium. 


SAY SOMETHING! 


Seven Days wants to publish 
your rants and raves. 

Your feedback must... 


• be 250 words or fewer; 

- respond to Seven Days content; 

* include your full name, town and 


Seven Days reserves the right to edit 
for accuracy and length. 



Seven Days, P.O.Box 11 64, 
Burlington, VT 05402-1164 



200 HOUR 

INSTRUCTOR COURSE 


r a peace to buy shocs 


YOGA VERMONT 


50% off Second Entree 






Come by and check 
out our fabulous 
new space! 


NOW UPSTAIRS 
96 Church St Burlington 
802 864 2800 
www.stella-shoes.com 


Red Square 

Make if a ViCtroy. 

WED 2/17 CLOSE TO NOWHERE 8PM / DJ CRE8 11PM 
THU 2/18 DJ A4JOO 9PM / DKRE8 10PM 
FRI 2/19 PERRY NUNN 6PM 
BEAROUARIUM 9PM 
DJ STAVROS X>PM / DJ NASTEE 12AM 
SAT 2/20 DJ RAUL 5PM 

THETHANO 9PM 
DJ SWROS 9PM! A-DOG 12AM 
MON 2/22 HYPE '08 9PM 
TUE 2/23 UPSETTA INTERNATIONAL 8PM 
WED 2/24 CORDON STONE 8PM / DJ CREB 0PM 

IS6 Church sf • ssi-shw 
reds‘LUare'/f 1 c»wi 
REMT THE SQUARE toR yoUR PARTY/ 








Are you down with 


LEUNIGS 

host ed by: 

Channel h Ir J | 

SEVEN DAYS 


□ Yah, dude. 

□ No way, man. 
)g(Who's Irv? 

pilll.H.llH.HIlM 

On March 2, Burlington voters will decide whether 
the city should continue using Instant Runoff 
Voting to elect the mayor. 

To help you get a handle on what’s at stake. 

Channel 17/Town Meeting TV and Seven Days are 
teaming up to host a televised public debate on IRV. 
Representatives from the pro and con camps Will 
take questions from a media panel that includes 
WCAX reporter Bianca Slota, John Briggs of the 
Burlington Free Press and Shay Totten of Seven 
Days. Channel 17’s Jess Wilson will moderate. 

Can’t make it? Watch live on Channel 17. or at 
sevendaysvt.com. We’ll take questions via a live 
chat on Blurt, the Seven Days staff blog. 


SUMMIT SERIES DINNERS 


pure rocK radio 


METALLIC/* I SOUNDGARDEN I OZZY 
SLIPKNOT | DISTURBED I 
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WINTER 

SALE 

up to 50% OFF 

select styles 



"On the Marketplace" 

38 Church St. 
862-5126 

tlieskoesIiopvt.com 

Mon. - Thurs. 10-7 
Fri., Sat. 10-8 • Sun. 11-5:30 
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Get the Real Dirt on Soil 

SAT, FEBRUARY 20 • 9:30-11:00am 

Soil 1 01 : The Building Block for any Garden 

Mike Ather and Phil Brett 

SAT, FEBRUARY 27 

Ten Design Tips for Colorful Gardens 9:30-ii:00am 
Adventures with Flowering Shrubs ii:30am-iKX)pm 
Kerry Mendez 

A perennial favorite speaker at Gardener's! 

To register call 660-3505, ext 4. Preregistration is required. 

All classes are $10.00 unless otherwise noted. 

See www.gardeners.com/seminars for complete derails. 

All seminars held at the Burlington store. 


Buy 4 
Seminal* 
iet2.F REfc j 

See store 

ot detaitejij 128 Intervale Road, 472 Marshall Avenue, 

off Riverside Ave, Burlington Taft Corners, WilUston 
(802)660-3505 • Mon-Sat 9am-6pm, Sun lOam-Spm 


GARDENER'S 

SUPPLY COMPANY V 


DO IT TOGETHER! 




© SATURDAY 20 

Louisiana Story 

The Magic Hat parade is still a week away, so folks looking for an earlier celebration 
outlet can head to Chow! Bel la’s hoppin'Mardi Gras Party this week. Eight-piece band 
The Fabulous Spiders bring the N'awlins sounds, covering jazz, Motown and R&B, and 
costumed revelers can work off a Louisiana-themed buffet dinner on the dance floor. 

It's a fundraiser for the Franklin County Court Diversion & Community Justice programs, 
so break out your Cajun two-step. 

SEE CALENDAR LISTING ON PAGE 37 


The Mysterious Island V 

Thrill seekers are in for some goose bumps when Shutter Island hits the 
screen this week — after all, not much is creepier than an isolated in 

asylum circa the 1950s. Rim critic Margot Harrison will be in 
line to see it. "As far as I know, this is the first time famed 
director Martin Scorsese (Taxi Driver, Goodfella s, The 
Departed ) has done a horror movie,' she says. "It looks 
hokey but entertaining/ 
SEE SHOWTIMES ON RAGE 75 



Vermont has its fair share of local legends, as evi- 
‘ denced by years of Champ and Pigman sightings. 

But t's also home to more realistic folklore, and 
J Mud Time Theater focuses on a historic Rockingham 
I tale in The Nine Questions. Steve Friedman and 
I Denny Partridge explore the relationship of a farmer 
I and his wife (returned home after a mysterious six- 
] month absence) in this 40-minute minimalist play. 
Comic and tragic by turns, it promises to serve up a 
dose of daily life in Vermont. 




LOOKING FORWARD 


SATURDAY 20 


Antiques in Action 





Like flying kites? One cutting-edge sport plays up the 
pastime: Snowkiting lets speed demons catch the wind 
on skates, skis or snowboards. This year's Kites torm 2010 
features circuit and drag races, equipment demos and instruc- 
tional clinics — all on the icy surface of Lake Champlain. Tt% a real joy 
to see people pick it up,' says event organizer Rachael Miller, noting that the 
fest is beginner friendly. Let's get carried away. 

SEE CALENDAR SPOTLIGHT ON PAGE 32 


(D 


ONGOING 

The Persistence of Memory 


Three exhibits at White River Junction’s PHOTOSTOP gallery run the gamut from grainy 
photographs of German concentration camps to an interactive, audiovisual explora- 
tion of the missing years of the Bible of Marseilles. The subjects don't coincide, but Lia 
Roth stein and Cynthia Beth Rubin's individual creations flow together because ‘both 
are emotionally and visually intense,* notes art critic Amy Rahn. Be sure to check out 
each artist^ powerful take on times past. 


SEE ART REVIEW ON PAGE 66 



ML 

mT 


New arrivals daily... 
and so much on sale! 

81 Church Street, Burlington 
860.2220 

mon-wed 10-7 *thu-sat 10-9 • sun 11-6 

weddings.holiday parties, black tie events.special occasions. 






Vote NO on #5 

Because 50% Matters 

• Uphold majority rule for mayor -- not 
40% rule. 

• Don't bring "spoiler” problems back to 
Burlington elections. 

• Keep one election, not two, for higher 
turnout and less money in politics. 

• The 50% requirement allows us to 
hold our leaders accountable. 



www.50PercentMatters.org 

* Burlington took an 
important step forward 
for a stronger 
democracy when the 
voters adopted IRZ and 
its majority requirement 
for electing a Mayor. 
We've got a system that 
works and we should keep it. I will be voting 
“NO" on repeal question US this Town 
Meeting Day." 

- Senator Bernie Sanders 


Paid for by VPIRG, League of Women Voters 
and 50% Matters, 

325 Ethan Allen Pkwy, Burlington, VT 0S408 



Truly arrived. 
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Prescription Eyewear & Sunglasses 


The 107 Church Street 
Optical Burlington* 864-7146 

Center 
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FAIR GAME | Open season on Vermont politics by shay totten 


Shumlin’s Nuclear Option 


A' 


legislative vote on Vermont 
I Yankee's future is headed for 
a meltdown, er, showdown next 

Rebuffing calls from Gov. JIM 
DOUGLAS to wait on deciding VY’s fate, 
Senate President Pro Tern PETER shumlin 
says it's time to decide whether VY 
should operate for 20 years beyond its 
scheduled closing date of 2012. 

A vote would allow Shumlin, who is 
running for governor, to assume a lead- 
ership role at a time when 
his rivals are stepping up 
calls for an up-or-down 
vote on VY. 


legislature and regulators Lintil early 

The panel was supposed to issue a 
report Tuesday, but it is lacking two 
key items: an internal Entergy review 
and one from a contractor hired by 
the Public Service Department. The 
Entergy report was due February 8; the 
contractor's report will not be complete 
until March 19. 

For any bill to pass the legislature 
in Montpelier — in both the House 


THIS VOTE WILL BE NO EASIER 


a court order last week barring it from 
using cash-pool funds, or any other city 
money, to make the interest payment. 

PSB members gave BT a tongue- 
lashing last week, asking bluntly if the 
city wants the board’s blessing so it, too, 
can "share the blame” in BT’s troubles. 

If the PSB says no, the city will be in 
technical default of its lease. That means 
it will have to talk with CitiLeasing 
about how to remedy the problem — 
either tap into a $1 million lease reserve 
fund or move this payment to the end of 
the lease. The next lease payment is due 

Any major decision will come while 



Shumlin said two key committee chairs Vermont Yankee: Democracy in Action 


told him they have enough testimony to 
craft a bill and prepare their colleagues 
to say yea or nay. A vote could come as 
early as next Wednesday. 

“This vote will be no easier next week 
or next month,” added Shumlin, who is 
opposed to allowing the plant to operate 
beyond 2012. 

Shumlin is skeptical of the company's 
plans to turn VY’s ownership over to a 
spin-off corporation, and says Entergy 
has not inspired faith. 

"You don’t enter into a 20-year con- 
tract with a corporation you can’t trust,” 
said Shumlin. 

Another factor in his decision was 
that a special VY oversight panel can't 
complete its independent review 
of Entergy’s misstatements to the 


Lawsuit Waiting to Happen?" 
page 14.) 

A "no” vote would be a big win for 
Shumlin. Coupled with last year’s his- 
toric veto overrides on same-sex mar- 
riage, and the budget, it would be the 
political equivalent of a Triple Crown. 

Crossed Signals 

Burlington Telecom is hoping for some 
good news this week courtesy of the 
Vermont Public Service Board. The 
PSB is expected to rule just shy of BT’s 
February 17 deadline to make a $390,000 
interest payment to CitiLeasing. 

Unless the PSB says it’s OK for BT 
to dip, once again, into the city’s “cash 
pool” to meet its obligation, BT won’t be 
able to pay Citi. Why not? BT agreed to 


Progressives and BT allies to not fiddle 
in Canada while BT burns. 

In Vancouver, Kiss will be featured 
on a panel — moderated by Branson — 
alongside San Francisco Mayor GAVIN 
newsome and Mayor eduardo paes of Rio 
de Janeiro. 

The topic? Sustainability. 

Conference organizers hope to an- 
nounce a $500 million investment pledge 
in "green capital” by week’s end. 

Maybe Kiss can convince Branson to 
invest some of that green in BT? 

Telecom vs. Tritium 

When Burlington Telecom went before 
the Public Service Board last week 
hoping for some relief, what they got 
was a heap of grief. 

Itwas clear theboard memberswere 



GOT A TIP FOR SHAY? SHAY@SEVENDAYSVT.COM = 


PO’d with BT. Can you blame them? If 
I sat on that board, I'd be upset, too. 
FairPoint’s in bankruptcy, Entergy 
admits to lying under oath, and BT 
flagrantly violates a key condition of a 
PSB order. I pity the next utility that 
cops to making a mistake before that 

Public Service Commissioner DAVID 
O'BRIEN also made it clear he’s taking 
a personal interest in BT. 

How so? He attended BT’s , 
hearing — an unprecedented 

When Entergy w 
flogged before the board two weeks ago, 
did O’Brien show? Nope. 

(See Andy Bromage’s story on David 
O'Brien, "Power to the People?" on page 
26.) 

Terror Trials 

Debate about the proper place to 
prosecute terrorists spilled over into 
Vermont’s U.S. Senate race last week. 

Sen. PATRICK LEAHY (D-VT), chairman 
of the Senate Judiciary Committee, 
penned a letter along with Sen. DIANNE 
feinstein (D-CA), chairwoman of the 
Senate Intelligence Committee, ap- 
plauding President BARACK OBAMA for his 
decision to try some suspec ted terrorists 
in civilian courts. 

“We should not let partisan distrac- 
tions lead us to cast aside such valuable 
tools as the experienced terrorism inter- 
rogators of the FBI or forgo convicting 

Leahy and Feinstein said the admin- 
istration should have the flexibility to 
use military courts, tribunals and civil- 
ian venues to try suspected terrorists. 

Leahy’s potential Republican oppo- 
nent this fall — businessman LEN BRITTON 
— said it’s Leahy and Feinstein who are 
the distractions, hoping to give “terror- 
ists the same rights as you and I — and 
that’s wrong.” 

Britton supports efforts led by Sen. 
undsey GRAHAM (R-SC) and several 
Democrats to block funding for civilian 
trials, and move the cases into the mili- 
tary courts. 

“Giving international terrorists ex- 
pensive, taxpayer-funded show trials 
played endlessly on 24-hour news net- 
works across the globe is not justice,” 
added Britton. 

In response, Leahy's campaign man- 
ager said Britton should have more faith 
in the U.S. justice system. 

“A former Hollywood screenwriter 
like Mr. Britton might see the federal 
courts as forums for ‘show trials’,” said 
CAROLYN DWYER, “but a former prosecutor 
like Senator Leahy knows that federal 


courts have been the proper venue to 
prosecute and jail hundreds of terrorists 
— before and after 9/11.” 

Leahy’s Democratic primary chal- 
lenger — DANIEL freiuch — agrees, but 
would rather see D.C. pols focus their 
energy on more substantive issues. 

"The left and right should at least 
agree that, from a moral point of view, 
both civilian trials and military com- 
missions maybe reasonable,” 
said Freilich. “There is just 
1 1 1 H so much political oxygen 
111-H available, and both sides are 
using it up at the expense of 
addressing other, more important issues 
affecting Americans.” 

Rank Vote 

On Thursday, Seven Days and Channel 
17 will cohost a 90-minute public debate 
about instant runoff voting. On Town 
Meeting Day, Burlington voters will 
weigh in on whether the city should 
continue to use IRV to elect the mayor. 
Rightly or wrongly, the issue is becom- 
ing a referendum on the administration 
of Mayor Kiss. 

On the pro-IRV side will be 
Democratic Rep. mark larson and keri 
toksu of the League of Women Voters. 
On the anti-IRV side will be former 
Democratic lawmaker SANDY BAIRD and 
CHUCK seleen of One Person One Vote. 

Not surprisingly, the liberal Dems 
and Progressives are lining up in favor 
of IRV, while conservative Dems 
and Republicans are against it. All 12 
Democratic and Progressive council 
candidates on the March ballot support 
IRV; only the two Republicans and one 
independent do not. 

A media panel composed of myself, 
BIANCA SLOTA of WCAX and JOHN BRIGGS of 
the Burlington Free Press will ask a few 
rounds of questions. Channel IT’s JESS 
WILSON will moderate. Audience mem- 
bers will also get to ask questions, as will 
folks via a live blog moderated by CATHY 
RESMER, Seven Days' online editor. 

The fun starts at 7 p.m., and will be 
broadcast simultaneously on Channel 
17. Or swing by City Hall Auditorium to 
catch the action live. © 


B Cant wait till Wednesday for the 
next "Fair Game?' Tune into WPTZ 
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The Statehouse on Vermont Yankee: 

Democracy in Action or a Lawsuit Waiting to Happen? 

BY SHAY TOTTEN 


V ermont Yankee’s operating li- 
cense is up for renewal in 2012, 
and the state’s elected officials 
have the unique power to "green 
light” or “red light” the project. 
Specifically, it’s up to them whether the 
Public Service Board can hear the case. 
Democracy in action, right? Until the 
first lawsuit. 

If the legislature elected to shut 
down the plant, "It would probably be 
challenged in federal court and would 
most likely be considered a federal 
preemption matter," said Neil Sheehan, 
a Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
spokesman. "Thatis an issue of whether 
the state is seeking to preempt author- 
ity granted to the NRC by Congress.” 

Under the Atomic Energy Act, 
Congress granted the NRC the authority 
to grant, deny or revoke nuclear-power 
plant licenses and license extensions. 
While the states can play a role in exam- 
ining a plant’s economic and environ- 
mental impact, as well as its reliability, 
they are not allowed to make judgments 
based on safety concerns. 

But when Entergy bought Vermont 
Yankee, it signed a document expressly 
stating it wouldn't challenge the author- 
ity of the state in the matter of relicens- 
ing. Some VY opponents say this agree- 
ment extends to the legislature, which 
sets energy policy. 

Rep. Tony Klein (D-East Montpelier) 
said he has discussed the issue with sev- 
eral attorneys and believes Vermont is 
on solid legal footing. 

Others are not so sure. Vermont Law 
School Professor Cheryl Hanna says 


Entergy could have a strong case against 
the legislature. That’s because Vermont 
is the only state whose lawmakers have 
given themselves the authority to weigh 
in on this debate. Entergy could argue 
in court that a political body 
does not have the 
scientific back- 


Has Entergy actually threatened to 
sue? Would it take Vermont to court if 
the state legislature denied VY’s chance 
at a license to operate for another 20 
years? Entergy won’t say. 



Jim Douglas 
has been making 
similar arguments for 
months: The legislature should 
let the "experts" decide Yankee’: 

Entergy’s legal outcome would 
largely depend on who first presides 
over the case in Vermont, Hanna 
added. Judge William Sessions has 
a strong record in favor of allowing 
states to carve out regulatory niches, 
but newly appointed judge Christina 
Reiss has no such track record. Beyond 
Vermont, Hanna said, it's not clear how 
well Entergy would fare. 

The U.S. Supreme Court has shown 
an interest in taking federal preemption 
cases, said Hanna, and, despite its con- 
leanings, it has sided with con- 
But, given the strong national 
expanding the use of nuclear 
power, the court may frown on setting 
a precedent for the establishment of 50 
separate regulatory schemes to oversee 
and license new and existing nukes. 


the legislature to end up as a defendant 

So the word “reliability” trumps the 
term "safety” in each and every VY- 
related discussion. For example, state 
nuclear engineer Uldis Vanags recently 
testified before Klein on the subject 
of VY’s leaking underground pipes. 
Whenever lawmakers, or Vanags, got 
into the danger zone, Klein would cor- 
rect them with a wry smile, saying the 
legislature is only interested in how 
those pipes could affect the reliability of 
the plant were it to be relicensed. 

“We constantly remind the folks 
here that safety is in the purview of the 
NRC, and the NRC only,” 
said Klein. © 


"That's really 
too hypothetical 
to address at this 
point,” said Entergy 
VY spokesman Rob 
Williams. If the leg- 
islature hasn’t ruled 
relicensing by April 2011, the 
date when Entergy needs a 
decision, his answer may be 


In the meantime, lawmak- 
ers are keenly aware of this 
legal issue related to Yankee, 
and none more so than Klein 
and Sen. Ginny Lyons — 
chairs of the House and 
Senate Natural Resources 
and Energy committees, 
respectively. Neither wants 
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Vermont Yankee — and Its 
Opponents — Turn Up the 
Heat at the Statehouse 


S hutting down Vermont Yankee 

doom for the state, depending on 
whom you believe, but one profes- 
sion seems to be thriving amid the 
rancor and uncertainty: lobbying. 

The list of companies shelling out 
large sums of money for paid lobbyists 
reads like a Who’s Who of the heated 


O battle over the nuclear 

plant’s future. 

The biggest spender in the second 
half of 2009 was Vermont Public 
Interest Research Group, the loudest 
antinuke voice in the state. VPIRG 
spent $142,926 for lobbying activities 
between August and December, the 
most recent period for which numbers 
are available. Coming in at number two 
was Entergy Nuclear Vermont Yankee, 
the reactor’s corporate owner, which 
spent $105,447. 

All of those expenditures occurred 
before the latest round of deceptions 
and radioactive leaks propelled the nuke 
plant’s owners into damage-control 
mode. Entergy has since hired new lob- 
byists and spent thousands on television 
and newspaper ads in an effort to repair 
its image. 

Together, the two sides shelled out 
almost $250,000 on lobbying, advertis- 
ing and organizing during the run-up 
to the 2010 legislative session, when 
lawmakers could vote on extending 
Yankee’s license for another 20 years. 
That hefty sum is greater than the 
contributions of the next four biggest 
spenders combined. 

But the supporting actors in the 
Vermont Yankee drama anted up, too. 
Vermont Energy Partnership, a busi- 
ness consortium bankrolled by Entergy 
and other companies, was the seventh 
biggest spender on lobbying, with 


$24,000 in salaries and $22,739 in paid 
advertising. 

On the antinuke side, Vermont 
Citizens Action Network paid $32,500 
to lobbyist Bob Stannard to advocate 
against relicensing. 

Senate President Pro Tern Peter 
Shumlin (D -Windham) characterizes 
the pro-nuclear campaign as the most 
"organized and well-funded" lobbying 
effort in Vermont's history. 

“Every lobbyistin the build- 
ing is working for them,” 
Shumlin says of Entergy. 
“This is being run like a 
political campaign." 
Shumlin’s remark 
might be hyperbole, but 
the team of lobbyists work- 
ing for Entergy is growing, and 

the stakes for the company, and for 
Vermont, are high. Not only are 650 
well-paying plant jobs on the line, but 
Entergy’s profits are, too. 

Entergy recently reshuffled its 
lobbying team following revelations that 
top officials lied under oath to regula- 
tors about plant infrastructure. Entergy 
already had nine registered lobbyists 
on the payroll before the recent shake- 
up brought several fresh faces into 
the mix. 

Entergy's lobbying expenditures last 
summer and fall break down to $56,537 
on salaries, $47,075 on advertising and 
$1835 on “other” expenses. Meanwhile, 
VPIRG paid $80,324forlobbyistsalaries, 
$2823 for telemarketing and $59,779 for 
support staff, overhead and computers. 

VPIRG executive director Paul Burns 
says the numbers are deceiving. 

Only one VPIRG lobbyist, James 
Moore, works full-time on Vermont 
Yankee. Seven others work on unrelated 
environmental and good government 
issues. Half of VPIRG’s $142,926 lobby- 
ing largesse was used to work against 
Vermont Yankee; the rest went to other 
campaigns. 

Burns says the official disclosures 
don’t include lobbyists who advocate 
for Vermont Yankee without collecting 
a paycheck from Entergy. 

“Most lobbying firms are spending at 
least a little bit of time on the relic ensing 
of Vermont Yankee,” Burns says. “That’s 
a lot of firepower on their side.” © 
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E THE STRAIGHT DOPE byceciladams e 


Dear Cecil, 

My brother refuses to 
go running on days the air 
quality indextells him not 
to because he doesn't want 
to die sooner. My idea: how 
do we go about proving him 

title Waki 

We're always hearing 
about how much damage 
smoking does to our bodies. 
My question is. how much 
damage does smoking do to 
the environment? 

Jay 

I et me get this straight. Your 
brother is trying to keep fit 
and avoid air pollution, and 
you think he’s the crazy one? 
The air quality index 
(AQI) was developed by the 
Environmental Protection 
Agency as a simple way of in- 
dicating how bad the air is at a 
given moment. Five major pollut- 
ants are measured: carbon mon- 
oxide, particulates (dust, soot, 
etc.), ozone, and sulfur and nitro- 
gen oxides. Whichever is worst 
determines the AQI for the day. 
Ozone and particulates tend to 
be the leading offenders. The re- 
sults are color-coded, from green 
(little or no health risk) through 
yellow, orange, red, purple, and 
finally maroon (hazardous). The 
local AQI is often shown on TV 
weather maps or the newspaper 
weather page, and you can see 
a map of current and predicted 
conditions for the entire U.S. at 
airnow.gov. 

I’m looking at that map right 
now. Here’s what I see: 



country is green, including 
most of the West and South. 
Your brother can safely 
compete in triathlons or 
otherwise go nuts under 
such conditions. 

Most of the Midwest and 
Northeast is yellow, which, 
according to the EPA, 
means acceptable except for 

individuals. We’ll assume 
your brother is a hardy soul 
and needn’tbe concerned 

A few spots are orange — 
south Chicago, northwest 
Indiana, and points east, for 
example, look like bad places 
to be for much of the day. 
(Having done my share of 
driving through northwest 
Indiana, I venture to say this 
is true most days.) These 
areas are “unhealthy for 
entire sensitive groups," 
such as children, people 
with lung disease and 
adults exerting themselves 
outdoors, possibly including 
your brother. Some local 
environmental agencies 
declare "air pollution 
action days” in code-orange 


11 E. Illinois. Chicago. IL 60611. or cecil@chireader.com. 


jc conditions. However, 
a according to the EPA, only 
§ 18 percent of active adults 

5 experience even moderate 
breathing problems at such 
times. If your brother feels 
fine, chances are he is. 

Here’s what I don’t see: 

• Red (unhealthy). That’s 
when things get serious. 
Anybody active outdoors 
in such conditions risks 
breathing problems, so your 
brother would want to keep 
his run short. Red is seen 
mostly in warm-weather 
months. 

• Purple (very unhealthy). This 
is uncommon in the U.S. Half 
of moderately active adults 
will have some difficulty 
breathing and 20 percent 
will have major problems. 
Your brother would be smart 
to skip the run altogether. 

• Maroon (hazardous). This 
extreme condition is rare in 
the U.S. — the only time I’ve 
seen it reported is downwind 
of a forest fire. It means no 
unnecessary exercise for 
anybody; those with asthma 

I’m no t seeing what’s so insane 
about heeding such warnings, 
Waki, and wonder what you’re 
up to. Did you encourage your 
brother to play in traffic as a kid? 
On the assumption you’re merely 
clueless, be advised the World 
Health Organization estimates 
air pollution results in about 
two million early deaths each 
year. The fact that your brother 
presumably is healthy and active 
doesn’t mean he’s immune. On 
the contrary, the better shape his 
lungs are in, the faster he’ll suck 


in pollutants. 

Ultrafine particles that pri- 
marily come from cars and trucks 
are especially problematic. Called 
PM2.5, meaning they’re 2.5 mi- 
crometers (1/10, 000th of an inch) 
or smaller, these particles can be 
inhaled deep into your lungs and 
stay there. Particulate pollution 
can trigger asthma attacks and 
allergies. Stress tests on both 
healthy men and those with mild 
heart disease show breathing 
diesel exhaust during exercise re- 
duced blood flow to the heart and 
increased the risk of blood clots. 

Exposure to high levels of 
ground-level ozone causes re- 
spiratory problems during ex- 
ercise, and even light exposure 
can significantly impair physical 
performance in adults. In chil- 
dren ozone is blamed for causing 
asthma. Carbon monoxide can 


also set off asthma attacks and ag- 
gravate congestive heart failure. 

Here’s one thing you needn’t 
worry about, though: outdoor 
air pollution due to cigarettes. 
Smoking is plenty dangerous, but 
it’s anindoorproblem.When I had 
my assistant Una run the num- 
bers, she found an astonishing 
357 billion cigarettes are smoked 
each year in the U.S. Assuming an 
average of 14 milligrams of fine 
particle emissions and 200 mil- 
ligrams of carbon monoxide per 
cigarette, U.S. smokers produce 
about 5500 tons of particles and 
78,500 tons of carbon monoxide 
annually. That sounds like a lot, 
but it’s roughly 0.1 percent of U.S. 
totals for those pollutants. The 
real environmental issue here, in 
my opinion? The 357 billion ciga- 
rette butts. 
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Lozkwnatters 

Will the Nuclear Regulatory Commission 

Be a Watchdog or a Lapdog for Vermont Yankee? 


BY KEN PICARD 


P eter Bradford, former member 
of the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission, has some advice for 
Vermonters who are wondering 
if they can trust the NRC’s over- 
sight of Vermont Yankee, its corporate 
parent, Entergy, and the nuclear indus- 
try in general. He suggests reading a 
few telling pages from Pete Domenici's 
book A Brighter Tomorrow: Fulfilling 
the Promise of Nuclear Energy. 

Domenici, who represented New 
Mexico in the U.S. Senate from 1973 to 
2008, was the most powerful senator on 
nuclear matters for 15 years. In his book 
he writes how, in 1998, he called up the 
NRC chair and threatened to slash her 
budget by one-third unless the agency 
became “friendlier” to the nuclear 
industry. 

“He then boasts openly that he was 
very happy with the way she got the 
message and reined in her staff,” says 
Bradford, a Peru, Vt, resident who 
serveson thePublic Oversight 


security, emergency planning, radiologi- 
cal safety and effects on health and the 
environment, and the long-term storage 
of nuclear waste. Simply put, if state 
regulators so much asbroach the subject 
of “safety" in their deliberations, they 
expose themselves to potential legal 
action from the NRC and the industry. 

Indeed, if and when Vermont law- 
makers vote on whether to ap- 
prove Vermont Yankee’! 
operation for another 
two decades, their 
decision must 
be based solely 


large as the one at the Vernon facility. 

Lampert can see Pilgrim from her 
study window across Cape Cod Bay. She 
says the NRC makes it next to impos- 
sible for citizen groups to challenge the 
industry. Lampert points out that when 
she files legal motions against Pilgrim, 


of "reliability” 
and Vermont’s 
demand for power. 
(See“TheStatehouse 




Panel created 
by the legisla- 

whether Vermont 
Yankee should be reli- 
censed. “That's as clear a data 
point as you’re going to get on this 
phenomenon I’m talking about.” That 
is, federal regulators have become far 
too chummy with the industry they are 
meant to regulate. 

This complaint isn’t exclusive to the 
nuclear industry; for years, government 
watchdogs have complained about too- 
closerelationshipsbetweenthePentagon 
and military contractors, and between 
the Food and Drug Administration and 
Big Pharma, to name just two. 

What’s unique here is how jealously 
the NRC guards its dominion over issues 
surrounding nuclear power — the ones 
the public cares most about, including 


on Vermont Yankee: Democracy in 
Action or Lawsuit Waiting to Happen?” 
on page 14.) 

Mary Lampert likens the NRC to the 
three monkeys that “see no evil, hear no 
evil and speak no evil.” Lampert, 67, is the 
founder of Pilgrim Watch, an environ- 
mental organization based in Duxbury, 
Mass., that has repeatedly filed motions 
challenging the relicensing of the Pilgrim 
Nuclear power plant in Plymouth, Mass. 
Pilgrim, like Vermont Yankee, is owned 
by Entergy and has a license that expires 
in 2012. And, like Vermont Yankee, it is 
experiencing age-related malfunctions, 
including a tritium leak that is not as 


she typically goes up against one team 
of lawyers representing Entergy, and 
another team of lawyers working for 
the NRC. As she puts it, “It’s two against 
one ... and I just have what I can beg, 
borrow or steal.” 

One of the fundamental tenets of 
nuclear licensing is that the NRC relies 
exclusively on the assurances of the 
licensee at virtually every stage of its 
decision-making process. And, even 
though the NRC keeps inspectors at 
these facilities all the time, the feds 
only conduct a paper inspection of the 
plant before making their decision on 
relicensing. 

James Moore, clean energy program 
director for the VermontPublic Interest 
Research group, says the NRC’s statu- 
tory mandate — what it's supposed to do 
and who it’s supposed to represent — is 
very different from the reality on the 
ground. 

“We've seen this time and time again, 
whether it’s Wall Street, the airline in- 
dustry or the nuclearindustry: When the 
regulators get too cozy with the people 
they're supposed to regulate, regulation 
goes right out the window," Moore says. 
“I've given up on the NRC. They’re not 
there to protect Vermonters, despite 
what they say.” 

Senate President Pro Tem Peter 
Shumlin says he “never paid any 
attention to the NRC until tritium 
started leaking into the ground at VY 


in my district." But now that he has, 
he says he and House Speaker Shap 
Smith have had several conversations 
with “high-level people in the NRC, 
and all I can say is, they spin facts and 
evade questions better than a political 
candidate running for office.” Shumlin 
should know; he’s a candidate for 
governor. 

Has the nuclear regulatory cli- 
iproved under President 
Obama? Somewhat, Lampert 
suggests, noting that 
Obama's appointment 
last May of NRC chair- 
man Gregory Jaczko 
was a step in the right 
direction. Indeed, former 
commissioner Bradford 
describes Jaczko as “the 
best chair they’ve had in many 
years, possibly ever.” 

Bradford further suggests it's a 
mistake to view the NRC as a bloated 
bureaucracy that's rotten to the core. 

"It’s got thousands of people, and 
a lot of them are good people who just 
want to do the right thing,” he says. “But 
the tone gets set from the top. If the 
White House and Congress send over 

sight process that’s constantly driven by 
industry, then the tone won’t be condu- 
cive to good performance." 

Lampert notes that Obama is 
anything but antinuke, judging from 
his recent State of the Union address 
remarks about building the next gen- 
eration of nuke plants. As she points 
out, “What state is he from? Illinois. And 
which state has the most nuclear reac- 
tors? Illinois. It's sad." 

For her part, Lampert has spent 
$7000 of her own money to challenge 
Pilgrim Nuclear’s relicensing. Still, she's 
not naive enough to believe her efforts 
will ultimately tip the NRC’s decision in 
her favor. 

“Nuclear reactors only shut down 
when something breaks that's too ex- 
pensive to fix. That’s what happened 
at Maine Yankee, Yankee Rowe and 
Connecticut Yankee," she says. “It’s not 
my business to shut it down. My business 
is focusing on things that can, hopefully, 
make it safer.” 

One hopes that’s the NRC’s priority, 
too.® 
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Influential Author Discusses How 
Culture Clash Became Tragedy 

BY AMY LILLY 


A nne Fadiman spent eight years re- 
searching and writing her book The 
Spirit Catches You and You Fall Down, 
about the cultural collision between a 
Hmong refugee family living in Merced, 
Calif., and the doctors who treated their 
daughter for epilepsy. (The title is the trans- 
lation of the Hmong name for epilepsy, qaug 
dab peg.) When the book came out in 1997, 
Fadiman — who lives in 
western Massachusetts 
— expected its audience 
to be small. Instead, 
Spirit won the National Book Critics Circle 
Award and has become required reading for 
humanities and medicine students around 
the country, including every incoming Yale 
med school class for the past 10 years. 

It's not hard to understand why. Spirit tells 
the moving story ofLia, the 14th child ofFoua 
and Nao Kao Lee and their first to be born in 
the U.S. (The Lees arrived in 1980 as part of a 
wave of 150,000 Hmong refugees from Laos.) 
Lia’s early signs of epilepsy indicated to her 


doctors that she needed to be put on a perma- 
nent regimen of anticonvulsant medications 
to prevent brain damage. The Lees, however, 
believed a shaman was needed to recall Lia's 
errant soul through animal sacrifice. And 
they espoused the Hmong belief that qaug 
dab peg is a mark of spiritual distinction. 

Lia's parents and doctors both wanted the 
best for her, but miscommunication doomed 
her case from the start. Fadiman’s book 
explores the context of each side's beliefs 
— social, historical and emotional — and pro- 
vides the very information that might have 
prevented the resulting tragedy. 

Fadiman, who teaches nonfiction writing 
as the Francis Writer-in-Residence at Yale, 
talked with Seven Days in advance of her 
talk at the University of Vermont UVM’s 
first-year Honors College students, who were 
assigned Spirit as part of a required general 
humanities course, will be in attendance, but 
Fadiman says she “will not assume anyone 
has read the book.” 




SEVEN DAYS: How did you become 
interested in the Hmong, or in Western 
medicine? 

ANNE FADIMAN: Bill Selvidge, a close 
friend from college [at Harvard], was chief 
resident of family practice at the Merced 
County hospital He told me about the 


doctors. I stayed with him for 
months, sleeping on a foam pad in 
his study. My early temptation to 
romanticize the Hmong and blame 
the doctors was shot to pieces 
quite quickly because of seeing, on 
a daily basis, how hard his job was. 

SD: What has happened to Lia 
Lee in the 13 years since your 
book was published? 

AF: She’s still in a persistent veg- 
etative state, and she’s still living at 
home ... Lia's now 27; she had her 
neurological crisis when she was 4. 
So the family has essentially con- 
founded all the expectations of her 
doctors and American medicine. 
SD: What responses do you get 
when you update audiences on 
Lia's state? 

AF: A common reaction is "I know 
they love her, but it must be so hard to take 
care of her. It would be a blessing if she died." 
It wouldn't be a blessing if she died, and it 
makes me angry that people assume that they 
know what other people value. 

SD: The U.S. government partly caused 
the Hmong to become refugees by using 



W hat's a bunch of stories add up 
to? History." So says the delight- 
fully plainspoken housekeeper in 
Piecework: When We Were French 
(2009), a one-woman play written 
and performed by Vermonter ABBY PAIGE. 
Scholars would be hard-pressed to disagree 
with the elderly gossip, who dishes with the 
audience as she tidies up St. Joseph’s Catholic 
Church in Burlington after the funeral of a 
fellow aged Vermonter of French Canadian 
descent. But how are the housekeeper's sto- 
ries preserved and passed on? How do they 
become part of what we call history? ‘The 


old ways die with the old people," she warns. 

Oral histories record first-person ex- 
periences, but tapes and transcripts often 
languish in dusty archives. Piecework shows 
how a playwright can bring these tales to life. 
Poetic and powerful, it stitches together col- 
orful narratives of Vermonters with French 
Canadian roots. Paige plays nearly a dozen 
characters, both women and men, repre- 
senting a wide range of ages, occupations 
and perspectives. She engages the audience 
effectively because she writes and acts with 
insight and humor. 

Paige performed Piecework at LOST nation 


One-Woman Show Explores 
French Canadian Past 


theater’s Winterfest last weekend, and takes 
the show to Marlboro, Middlebury and 
Burlington in early March. The one-act play 
was commissioned for, and debuted at, last 
summer's Lake Champlain Quadricentennial 
celebration. For the South Burlington native, 
however, it was a desire to make sense of her 
own heritage that motivated her to undertake 
the project. 

Paige’s family came to Vermont from 
Quebec a few generations ago. In the past 
few years, as she began to spend more time 
north of the border, “I started to understand 
just how much ‘French Canadian’ does not 
describe what we are," she says. “That feel- 
ing intensified two years ago when I moved 
to Montreal full time." In part, she soys. 
Piecework seeks to decode the "vague but 
strong ancestral attachment" of Vermonters 

As theater, Piecework succeeds because 
the characters feel remarkably authentic. At 
least one of them is guaranteed to remind you 


of a Vermont neighbor you know by name. 
Paige listened to oral histories from the 
VERMONT folklife center and conducted her 
own interviews with family and community 
members. She blended their tales to create 
contemporary' fictional characters, such as 
the working mom, elderly uncle and woman 
baking a holiday pie. They speak directly to 
the audience, as if they are unspooling family' 
yarns among friends. 

Common themes emerge, particularly the 
loss of die French language. The baker re- 
members how the nuns in her school actively 
suppressed the mother tongue, even telling 
parents not to speak it to their children at 
home. “I feel like it got taken away from 
me, my Frenchness," she reflects. Another 
recurring subject is how new immigrants 
from Quebec faced ethnic and religious dis- 
crimination. The working mom realizes this 
may have affected her mother's enthusiasm 
for passing on cultural traditions. “It had 
been very difficult for her, being French," she 
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INNOVA 

Holistic Dog 8c Cat Food 

On Sale Now 

Up to $5 Off! 



THIS TAX 
SEASON... 

DO SOMETHING 

WILD 
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DONATE TO THE 

NONGAME 

WILDLIFE FUND 


When you contribute to the 
Nongame Wildlife Fund you 
are helping protect and restore 
Vermont's endangered wildlife 
like bald eagles, black terns and 
bats threatened by White Nose 
Syndrome. 

Look tor the loon on line 29A of 
your Vermont income tax return 
and please remember to donate. 
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THE 20/20 CHALLENGE 

ONE SNOWBOARDER'S QUEST TO NIT 20 VERMONT RESORTS IN 20 WEEKS 


W hen Outside magazine asked 
sla racer and Olympic gold 
medalist Ted Ligety to name 
his favorite ski resorts, all 
but one of his answers were unsurprising. 
He ticked off marquis resorts Park City 
in Utah, Paganella in Italy, Val d’lsere in 
France and St. Anton in Austria. Then he 
name-checked tiny Cochran's Ski Area in 
Richmond, saying, "They have to have the 
most U.S. Ski Team-member-to-vertical- 
foot ratio of any ski area." 

That declaration may come as a surprise 
to diehard skiers outside Vermont. But here 
in the Green Mountains, Ligety’s prefer- 
ence for Cochran's comes as no surprise to 
the countless people who have learned to 
ski "the Cochran’s way" since it opened in 
1961. One of those skiers is Jimmy Cochran, 
who is c urrently competing for an Olympic 
medal in Vancouver. 

As a ski destination, Cochran’s certainly 
can’t boast the challenging vertical or the 
higher-altitude snowfall of Vermont’s 
larger resorts. Hell, it only has five runs, 
a T-bar and a rope tow. But what it lacks 
in height and breadth it makes up for in 
spunk and a sense of family that doesn’t 
exist anywhere else in the state. 

Plus, Cochran’s can claim a gold medal- 
ist of its own. Barbara Ann Cochran, one 
of the four owners of the nonprofit ski 
area with her siblings Bobby, Liudy and 
Marilyn, took home gold from the 1972 
Sapporo Olympic Games. Her winning 
Rossignol skis hang from a ceilingbeam in 
the Cochran’s lodge, along with bibs from 


World Cup races at legendary European 
slopes such as St. Moritz, Grindelwald, 

Chamonix and Kitzbiihel. Barbara Ann 
seemed like the perfect tour guide to show 
me around the hill her parents built nearly 
50 years ago. 

When Cochran’s isn’t hosting ski races, 
weekends there are all about lessons. On 
this day, my new best friend, 6-year-old 
Mya Greenfield, was getting a lesson from sends the skis 
Barbara Ann, and she let me tag along, partner-* 

Lord knows I could 
get on skis about on 

level is somewhere between remedial and 
passable. 

Barbara Ann, whose ruddy cheeks and 
Nordic sweaters are clear indicators of 
her avocation, lives for teaching little kids. 

Somehow, the pizza-pi es-and-French-fries 
technique never gets old. 

All new skiers who come to Cochran’s 
learn how t< 

with no desire to race. That w 
Barbara Ann said, skiers 


same. Then she told us we would ski off it. 
Mya seemed game; she clambered up the 
side of the snow mound and gracefully 
skied off the other side. 

Then we began our race-turn lesson. 
Barbara Ann demonstrated how leaning 
to the left helps push the skis to the right. 
Then, with arms spread wide and skis in a 
V, she showed us how tilting to the right 
the left. My towheaded 
got it immediately and 
tip or two. I only zigzagged down the hill behind Barbara 
year, and my skill Ann. 

After about two minutes of instruction, 
we were both making race turns like pros. 
I was skiing with an Olympic gold medal- 
ist, one of only 11 American skiers to have 
achieved such a feat, and it was thrilling. 
Ten down, 10 to go. © 



challenge used to help new 
skiers get over their fear of 
steep terrain. Atop one of 
the runs sat a giant pile of 
snow. Barbara Ann side- 
stepped up it 
aged Mya and me to do the 



Skiable terrain: 

acres 

Vertical drop: Adult lift ticket: 1 

500 ' $20 

www.cocFiranskiarea.ct 


THE 20/20 PROGRESS REPORT 
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I f you are not a squealing teen, you 
should probably avoid Bolton Valley 
on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 
nights. That’s when Bolton becomes 
the contemporary equivalent of a roller- 
skating rink in the ’80s, minus the feath- 
ered hair and off-the-shoulder sweatshirts. 
If you are over 18, you might as well be 
invisible to the hordes of kids who rule the 
resort on these evenings. 

Some of those teens cruising down 
Bolton's slopes are part of CHILL, a snow- 
board mentoring program that teaches 
at-risk and low-income youth to ride. For 
six weeks, CHILL participants get lessons 
in snowboarding and life from volunteer 
instructors and chaperones employed by 
partner agencies such as the King Street 
Youth Center, DREAM and the Vermont 
Children’s Aid Society. 

Before setting foot on the mountain, the 
kids are outfitted in head-to-toe gear from 
Burton, the program’s major benefactor. 
The result is a slew of stylish little shred- 
ders. The CHILL youths I rode with on a 
recent Thursday evening put my sad little 
ski outfit to shame. 

As the program’s name suggests, the 
whole setup is chill. About 30 Chittenden 
County kids gather outside the resort’s 
program office and help each other tighten 
goggles and adjust helmet straps. When 
they get the go-ahead, they head to the 
lifts for some informal lessons. The lack 
of regimentation means lads can learn at 
their own pace. 

I started the evening riding with Matt 
Place and Sandi Pasagic, two Burlington 
youths who are well on their way to be- 
coming sick little rippers. As we rode up 
the Vista Quad, the boys told me what trails 
they liked to ride. Sandi, 13, prefers 
long cruisers like Alta Vista, 
because after a long day 
at school, “it's nice 
go on a relaxing run.’ 

Matt, 14, who is a little 
more advanced, 
for more technical 
but doesn’t like the steep 
chutes that drop from Vista 
Peak. 

to offer night skiing and 
riding and, since I hadn’t 
skied under lights 
nearly 20 years, it took 
me a while to get my bear- 
ings. The mountain looked 
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entirely different in the dark, and the trails 
seemed to take on new personae. 

After a few runs with the boys, who par- 
ticipate in CHILL through the Northgate 
Residential Association, I switched things 
up and rode with kids from the Sara 
Holbrook Community Center. Bleonda 
Sulejmani, an eighth grader at Hunt 
Middle School, and Seth Pidgeon, a senior 
at Burlington High School, are both peer 
leaders with CHILL. They’re quick learn- 
ers and competent riders. 

During my first run with them, I fol- 
lowed Bleonda, a reserved girl with long 
brown hair and a mouth full of braces. 
Bleonda headed down Hard Luck Chute, 
a steep, icy pitch that spills onto an easy 
cruiser called Sherman's Pass. Instead of 
taking the green trail, she zoomed straight 
for Upper Vermont 200, a black diamond 
slightly above her skill level. 

Bleondahandled it with composure and 
made a number of graceful, swooping turns 
before stopping at the junction with Lower 
Vermont. She exhaled a nervous laugh and 
high-fived her chaperone, Tim Nicholas, 
who congratulated her for taking the more 
difficult trail. Each CHILL lesson has a 
theme, and the theme of this particular day 
was courage. Lesson learned for Bleonda. 
Eleven down, nine to go. © 
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Feedback «?.? 

ALL EXPENSES PAID? 

Seven Days received dozens of let- 
ters in reaction to Andy Bromage's 
February 3 article “Vermont 
Legislators Admit to Cheating the 
System." They offered multiple 
answers to the second part of the 
story's headline, a question: "Are 
They Justified?" 

And there's the rub, isn’t it? ... Vermont’s 
reimbursement to legislators is based 
on an “honor” system, and [Rep. David 
Zuckerman] has shown — no, proven — 
that he has no honor. 

Richard Wagner 

ST. JOHNSBURY 

As a 37-year, classified state employee, I 
feel compelled to correct an error. Your 
article states that legislators and state 
employees are reimbursed at the same 
rate as federal employees. This is not cor- 
rect. Classified state employees are not 
paid to drive to our work sites. We are re- 
imbursed at the going GSA rate only if we 
use our personal vehicles for official state 
business away from our regular duty sta- 
tions. Our reimbursement rates for food 
only apply if we are away from our duty 
stations on state business during regular 
meal times. The rates are $5 for break- 
fast, $12.85 for dinner in state; $6.25 for 
breakfast, $18.50 for dinner out of state. 
We are not reimbursed for lunch. That is 
a far cry from $61 per day, which I believe 
is more than a family of four receives in 
food stamps. Classified state employees 
must complete an expense account and 
provide receipts to be reimbursed for 
meals and/or mileage. If I submitted a 
claim for mileage I didn’t drive or a meal 
I didn’t eat, 1 would be committing fraud, 
which is grounds for dismissal. 

Thank you for allowing me to provide 
this clarification. 

Terry Lefebvre 

BURLINGTON 

Wow! I am outraged by what lawmakers 
are doing as related in this article! Call 
me naive, but I was married to a state 
employee for 14 years who was as honest 
as they come. He would never have done 
that. And, maybe to lawmakers, they think 
they don’t make enough, but I think their 
salary is great. I work 16 hours a day and 
make less. I have tried so hard not to lose 
faith in Vermont government, but now I 
just don’t know. 

Jamie Shaw 

HUNTINGTON 

I thought being voted into office is a 
public-service desire to help the people 
who live in Vermont. It is my understand- 
ing that this country is in a recession. 


It is my opinion that people serving the 
greater good of the citizens [should] be 
responsible and accountable. It is an op- 
portunity to educate people on fiscal re- 
sponsibility. Thanks for letting me share 
my thoughts. 

Deb Currier 


Cheating is cheating. And no, it should 
not be condoned in any form. That's why 
it's called cheating! In fact, it’s my vote 
that those who have taken advantage of 
the system should be forced to pay back 
all ill-gotten gains. 

Mileage reimbursement and per 
diem are not taxable income. Why don’t 
legislators get treated just like any other 
employee: Provide your own transporta- 
tion to and from work, and buy your own 
lunch. If wages are not enough, then ne- 
gotiate for higher wages. Keep it simple. 
Less time and paperwork, too. Yes, we 
have to make it affordable for legislators 
to “hire replacement workers on their 
farm,” but they don’t need to get rich 
doing it! And, uh ... BTW ... show me one 
farmworker who makes over $600 per 
five days, plus mileage and per diem, and 
I’ll fall over in a dead faint first ... then 
apply for the job. 

There are plenty of part-time and 
seasonal employees in this state — high 
end and low end, specialized skills and 
entry level. Maybe David Zuckerman 
thinks the taxpayers should subsidize 
them, too! Oh, wait ... no ... I guess he’s 
not really looking at the big picture, is 
he? Only his own pocket. After all, gov- 
ernment workers are special and deserve 
special treatment. 

Eve Greene 

BRANDON 

I cannot begin to describe my outrage 
toward those legislators who believe that 
it is acceptable to lie, cheat and steal from 
their constituents and fellow Vermonters. 
If anyone else working in any industry, 
public or private, accepted payments for 
expenses that were never incurred, they 
would be summarily fired, no questions 
asked. For these legislators to so brazenly 
crow about their cheating and stealing is 
a new low in elected government. 

I hear the argument about low pay. 
I have one response to that claim: Get 
a different job. I know that legislators 
have a difficult job with long hours. So 
do many of us. But we do not react to our 
low wages and overwork by cheating and 
stealing. 

I urge the residents in these legisla- 
tors’ districts to fire these people. Vote 
these legislators out of office. They are a 
disgrace to our state. 

Maryann Willson 

WAITSFIELD 

Are state legislators justified in lying 
about their mileage and fudging their 


expense accounts for meals at taxpayer 
expense? The state auditor has a hotline 
to report crimes like these. I know work- 
ers in private industry who’ve been fired 
for less, while low-income families who 
misrepresent their household income 
or expenses in order to obtain Section 
8, food stamps or other government 
benefits can be prosecuted for 
fraud. Why should legislators 
be exempt from the rules 
that apply to ordinary 
working people? “Power 
corrupts," an adage that 
our elected lawmakers 
seem to have forgotten. 

Gary Kowalski 
BURLINGTON 

After reading the article about 
how Rep. [David] Zuckerman and 
other reps routinely bilk Vermonters 
for unused expenses, I was outraged. It 
seems the state’s way of compensating 
for expenses is based on a system of trust, 
and Zuckerman has violated it, and pos- 
sibly the law. I used to think he was one 
of the good guys, but now feel a moral 
obligation to never vote for him, ever. If 
he is correct and the pay is too low, then 
it needs to be adjusted through appropri- 
ate means. Many Vermonters earn less 
than $625 a week, however, so good luck 
getting that through. 

Overstating expenses is not an appro- 
priate method of setting fair compensa- 
tion and is, in fact, stealing from the tax- 
payers. I would like to thank Seven Days 
for bringing attention to this matter and 
would love to read a serious investigation 
to see how deep this problem is. Do all 
reps do this? Do we, the taxpayers, have 
any legal recourse to recoup our money? 
Are there legal ramifications to admitting 
to stealing from the state? Please keep on 
this story and thanks so much for bring- 
ing it to light. 

BURLINGTON 

I guess the times have really changed, 
and some legislators want to empty our 
pockets and enjoy it. Sixty-one dollars a 
day for food, and charging mileage. Is it 
that important? Really!! The people put 
you in office and they can take you out 
next election. You wouldn't get my vote. 

Harvey Gilbert 

After reading your article about David 
Zuckerman and other politicians cheat- 
ing the state system for reimbursements, 
all I can do is picture the number of times 
I have forked over my cash directly into 
Zuclcerman’s hands at the summer and 
winter Burlington Farmers Markets. 
While I concede that his vegetables were 
all delicious, they certainly weren’t free, 
and on my paltry UVM graduate student 
stipend — which just barely inches out 


his state legislator income on an annual 
basis — they felt like indulgences. So now 
those Brussels sprouts aren’t sitting so 
well. I already have felt that Zuckerman’s 
organic farming operation was a bit of a 
conflict of interest for someone who is 
supposed to represent all Vermont farm- 
ers. But now it seems downright 
ridiculous because even 
that extra income is not 
enough for him, and he 
feels it is right to lie on 
reimbursement forms 
on a regular basis. 
Maybe his imaginary 
$61 meals are all his 
organic chicken 
and vegetables. I will 
certainly not be sup- 
porting him in his next 
reelection bid. 

Rebecca Gorney 
BURLINGTON 

David Zuckerman and others should 
look at New York State for guidance. 
From Gail Collins’ op-ed in the New York 

“Excuse me. I was just distracted by 
the new 66-page federal indictment of 
Larry Seabrook, a New York City coun- 
cilman who, along with multitudinous 
other charges, is accused of altering 
a receipt from a deli so he could get a 
$177 reimbursement for a bagel and diet 

With a bit of creative chicanery, 
Zuckerman could do even better than 
Seabrook. 

Marc Kessler 

STARKSBORO 

I’m not surprised at the burst of angry 
letters in response to Andy Bromage’s 
recent piece. What does surprise me are 
the sensationalist tactics Bromage uses 
to obscure the real story. Vermont takes 
pride in its citizen legislature and claims 
to value public service by private citi- 
zens. But cutting already low legislative 
salaries threatens the future of represen- 
tative democracy in Vermont. Bromage 
buries the salary data and Snelling Report 
that support David Zuckerman’s point by 
saving them until the end of the story. 
His headline and lead vilify Zuckerman 
and stir up resentment. Is Bromage really 
that shoddy a reporter, or did he inten- 
tionally smear Zuckerman, a long-term 
legislator with a proven track record 
of selfless public service? Either way, 1 
expect better from Seven Days. 

Sheila Boland Chira 

BURLINGTON 

Are they justified? 

Are you kidding? 

It’s stealing. 

Robert Peek 

HINESBURG 



O n a recent morning when I left 
my house to walk to work, 1 saw 
something that made me furious. 
And then really sad. I saw, within 
half a block, four young greenbelt 
trees with their branches broken off. 
On purpose. 

Not exactly the Haiti earthquake, to 
be sure, but an act of vandalism disturb- 
ing in its cruel intentionality. A force of 
nature does not choose what or whom to 
strike. The person(s) who ruined those 
trees made a choice. 

And what kind of personfs) would 
make that choice? With apologies to 
Green Day, let's call them American 
idiots. Young, thoughtless, drunken 
American idiots. I am not going to say 
"college students," because I don’t know 
and it’s irrelevant. But I stand by the other 
descriptors because 1 actually witnessed 
this behavior last winter, and it’s possible 
the same characters are responsible this 

About a year ago, I was woken from 
a dead sleep at 2:30 a.m. by the sounds 
of whooping and loud laughter making 
their way down the street. Not for the 
first time — this was and is a familiar 
occurrence in my South End ’hood, par- 
ticularly in the wee hours of a weekend 
after the bars close downtown. 

The offenders on this particular 
night, as I saw when I leapt from bed 
and peered out my window, were two 
Caucasian men of medium build, most 
likely in their early twenties. That was 
all I could swear to, as they were both 
bundled in thick jackets and hats pulled 
down against the cold. 

I watched to see if they would vanish 
into the nearby “party” house on our 
block. They did — but not before one 
of them reached up with both arms to 
grab a tree branch on the greenbelt, 
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We just had to ask... 

What kind 
of person 
intentionally 
vandalizes trees? 

BY PAMELA POLSTON 


pulled down with his full weight and 
snapped it off. Both young men erupted 
in more loud laughter and headed into 
said building. 

1 was stunned, and pissed. I called 
the police. When I told the dispatcher 
what I had seen, she said she’d send 
an officer to my house to get a report. I 
said 1 didn’t want the officer coming to 
my house, because I didn’t want these 
guys to know who ratted them out. I 
didn’t want the vandalism to get more 
... personal. 

I asked why a couple cops couldn’t go 
knock on the doors of the apartments in 
the “party" building, ask the likely per- 
petrators a few questions, maybe scare 
’em a bit. The dispatcher said it wasn't 
an option unless I could provide better 
identification. I wanted to scream, Why 
not? That's what cops do on TV! 

Instead, I asked more or less politely 
what could be done. “You could come 
down here to the station and fill out a 
report," she said, sounding bored. 

“Ma’am, it's almost three in the morn- 
ing," I pointed out. “It’s snowing. I’m in 
my pajamas, and I want to go back to 
sleep.” Furthermore, 1 thought, How is 
that going to help? Clearly, you are not 
going to do anything about this. 

“Well,” she offered, “you could come 
down tomorrow morning and file a 
complaint." 

So that's what I did — to the surprise 
of the young cop on duty. "There's noth- 
ing we can do now" he said incredulously. 
"She should have sent out a squad car last 
night.” 

The wave of destruction got my neigh- 
borhood’s Front Porch Forum abuzz. A 
second street had a trail of broken trees, 
it turned out. 

A year later, it has happened again. 
The vandalism tends to wane when the 



trees blossom — that is, those that still 
have branches to blossom. Maybe even 
the “wasted” appreciate a tree in its full 
glory? 

Trees provide shade, suck up carbon 
dioxide and make neighborhoods feel a 
lot nicer. Their roots help anchor the soil 
to prevent runoff. They are aesthetically 
pleasing and, at some level we don’t fully 
understand, spiritually soothing. Any of 
these accomplishments outweighs what 
drunken idiots contribute to the planet. 

Oh, and those trees cost taxpayers 
money. Twice, for the ones that have to 
be replaced. 

Neighbors on my street have met and 
discussed action steps. The police, the 
city councilor in our ward, city arborist 
Warren Spinner and the good people 
at Branch Out Burlington are all aware 
of the situation and keeping an eye out. 
The landlord of the “party house” has 
sent a stern letter to his tenants. The 
community liaison person at a nearby 
college has been apprised — just in case. 
Still, sad to say, the culprits may never be 
apprehended. 

So this "WTF” doesn’t yet have an 
answer, unless the vandals would like to 
turn themselves in and explain why de- 
spoiling young trees is such a hoot — and 
why they have no regard for the commu- 
nity they live in, or for their own dignity. 

Acts like this aren’t just "alcohol 
talking." How many drinkers do you 
know who choose to follow a night 
on the town with a branch-breaking 
chaser? I just don’t get it. And I’m still 
pissed. © 
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A nother day, another tritium-leak story. Vermont Yankee has 
dominated the news in recent months, owing to a perfect 
storm of factors: physical problems at the aging plant; a 
relicensing deadline; and the Vermont legislature’s unique 
opportunity to vote on the future of the state’s only nuclear facility. 

Why should you care? Because every nuke plant, handled im- 
properly, is a potential Chernobyl. Handled properly, nuke plants are 
touted as low-cost, low-carbon sources of energy. 

Vermont Yankee’s affordable power prices, coupled with politi- 
cal inertia, have slowed the development of local renewable power 
sources. The economic recession has eroded 
Yankee’s decommissioning fund 
money VYs parent 
Louisiana-based Entergy, 
is required to set aside 
to pay for the plant’s 
eventual disman- 
tling. As if that 
weren’t enough 
to worry about, 

Entergy wants to 
create aspin-off com- 
pany that would end up 
owning Yankee. Critics 
allege it would allow the nuke 
facility to declare bankruptcy, leaving 
Vermonters with the bill to clean up VY. 

This week’s Vermont Yankee package 
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to speed on a complicated issue that can’t be reduced to "Nuclear 
Energy for Dummies" — although Lauren Ober does explain the 
basic science in her story about Yankee's hometown of Vernon. 
Juxtaposed profiles of federal whistleblower Arnie Gundersen and 
his arch nemesis, public service commissioner David O'Brien, reveal 
a tense behind-the-scenes conflict that has shaped state policy on 
Vermont Yankee for years. 

In an expanded “Local Matters,” Shay Totten investigates the legal 
ramifications of shutting down Yankee and asks experts to predict 
what will power a post-nuke Vermont. Ken Picard examines the 

Nuclear Regulatory Commission's dual role of 
regulator and industry promoter. Andy 
Bromage looks at Entergy’s ongoing 


lobbying 


and expensive - 

efforts. 

Since nuclear con- 
tamination doesn’t rec- 
ognize state borders, 
Vermont’s problem 
is spilling over into 
New Hampshire and 
Massachusetts. Totten 
gives a voice to Yankee’s 
downstream neighbors. 
They’d like to have a say in 


What you should 
know about Vermont's 
nuclear power 


MORE VT YANKEE 
STORIES IN 
LOCAL MATTERS, 

PAGE 14, 15, 17, 33 
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The Insiders 

Nuclear industry experts Arnie and Maggie Gundersen 
predicted the problems at Vermont Yankee 



Did anyone 
see this Yankee 
debacle coming 


BY KEN PICARD 

T hegrowinglistofwoesatVermont 
Yankee is bad news for its parent 
company, Louisiana-based 
Entergy. But the technical mis- 
haps, monetary shortfalls and radioactive 
leaks at the state’s sole nuclear power plant 
have been a boon for independent nuclear 


where he urged lawmakers to vote imme- 
diately to shut down the trouble-plagued 
plant. On Thursday, Arnie was fielding blower two decade ago, the consequences 


ers and antinuke activists from around the the continued operation of these aging 
country. On Friday, he attended a i 


experts Arnie and Maggie Gundersen, with faculty members at the University of 
whose insights are now highly sought after Vermont’s Gund Institute to answer their 
by lawmakers and the press alike. 

Just consider their schedule last 
week. On Tuesday morning, Arnie was on 
WDEV radio's "The Mark Johnson Show" 


facilities, especially Vermont Yankee, 
isn’t motivated by revenge — Arnie often 
points out that he’s one of the few expert 
witnesses on nuclear power who testifies 
the Gundersens both for and against the utility companies, 
work for clients of their Rather, they’re driven by a deep, firsthand 
consulting firm, Fairewinds knowledge of how nuclear reactors work, 
explaining to listeners what it means for Associates Inc. That work includes provid- and their fear of what can happen when 
the plant to be leaking tritium, a cancer- ing expert testimony on four new nuclear they malfunction. It’s one reason the 
causing radioactive isotope. Later that day, 

Arnie and his wife, Maggie, spoke to about 
150 students at the Vermont Law School 
about safety and reliability problems at the 
38-year-old Vernon facility. 

On Wednesday, Arnie testified in 
Montpelier before two Senate committees, 


questions about Vermont Yankee. 

In their “down” t' 
squeezed in 
Burlington 
Associates 

ing expert testimony oi 
plants proposed in Florida. The applicant Gundersens have become the g 


• of those reactors, Florida Power 
Light, wants to pump radioactive effluent 
under a local aquifer — an idea Maggie 
describes as “sick." The Gundersens are 
working for opponents of the plant. 

It’d be easy to chalk up the couple’s no- 


perts for state lawmakers who, now more 
than ever, need a sober and independent 
assessment of Vermont Yankee’s strengths 
and weaknesses. 

Also, they've proven themselves. Over 
the last seven years, the Gundersens have 



Power to 
[ the People? 

| The commissioner of public service reacts to charges 
of coziness with Vermont Yankee 


Whv is Vermont's 

public service commish 

SO controversial. 


BY ANDY BROMAGE 


V ermont public service commis- 
sioner David O’Brien believes 
that “hysteria" has hijacked the 
debate over the future ofVermont 

Yankee. 

Even as the aging nuclear power plant 
is leaking radioactive tritium, O'Brien be- 
lieves nuclear power can be as “safe, clean 
and reliable” as Vermont Yankee’s corpo- 

“As soon as you heard the word ‘tri- 
tium,’ there’s a natural reaction of alarm 
to that,” O'Brien says in a phone interview 
between sessions at a utility conference 
in Washington, D.C. But the 46-year-old 
businessman-turned-regulator hasn't given 
up on the nuclear facility. 


“The more I understood about energy, 
the more Vermont Yankee became an im- 
portant part of our foundation," O’Brien 
says, explaining how he came to support 
nuclear power. 

O'Brien has taken plenty of fire for his 
full-throated support of nuclear power, a 
technology that right now is rattling nerves 
in Vermont and around New England. And 
as Vermont’s top utility watchdog, he has 
a lot of say over whether Vermont Yankee 
will receive a 20-year extension of its oper- 
ating license, which is set to expire in 2012. 
At stake are 650 jobs at the Vernon reactor, 
$20 million in tax revenue paid by the plant 
and a third of Vermont's power supply. 

You can hardly pick up a Vermont 


newspaper these days without seeing 
O’Brien's name in print. As FairPoint slogs 
through bankruptcy, Burlington Telecom 
teeters on insolvency and Vermont Yankee 
triages its growing list of problems, he’s 
the one state official who seems to hold 
their fates in his hands. 

Actually, O’Brien’s office has no direct 
authority over the relicensing of Vermont 
Yankee. That power rests with the legisla- 
ture and the state's Public Service Board. 
But O’Brien wields significant influence 
over utility cases, regulatory experts say, 
speaking for the governor and, ostensibly, 
for ratepayers in all cases before the PSB. 

O’Brien cuts a confident figure. Dressed 
in striped tie, white shirt and dark blazer at 


a recent Statehouse hearing, he resembled 
a grown-up Connecticut prep schooler. 
He has parted blond hair and squinty eyes, 
and speaks assuredly with a politician’s 
knack for soundbites. 

“The reality of being commissioner 
is, very few people are happy with you,” 
O’Brien says. “You’re definitely not giving 
away ice cream on the corner.” 

That’s an understatement Many high- 
profile public service commissioners 
before him, such as Richard Sedano, have 
gotten a lot of ink. But when it comes to 
political controversy, O’Brien is in a league 

His critics charge he sees energy mat- 
ters purely through a business lens — a 


accurately predicted numerous problems 
at Vermont Yankee, from the collapsed 
cooling towers in 2007 to the decommis- 
sioning-fund shortfall, to the recently 
discovered leaking underground pipes. 

In 2003, when the plant’s owner, 
Entergy Nuclear Vermont Yankee, asked 
state regulators for permission to increase 
their power output by 20 percent, Arnie 
warned them that such an "uprate” would 
exponentially increase radiation levels at 
the facility’s fence line, posing a potential 
public health threat. He also warned that 
the extra stress on the system caused by 
running the plant 20 percent harder could 
cause a cooling tower to collapse. 

Though Entergy officials downplayed 
those concerns, both of Arnie’s forecasts 
later proved correct. Indeed, after Entergy 
tried to impeach Arnie's testimony as 
inaccurate and biased, the Public Service 
Board fined Entergy $51,000. 

Then in 2007, Fairewind Associates 
issued a white paper revealing that if 
Vermont Yankee shuts down in 2012 when 
its current license expires, there won't be 
enough money in the plant’s decommis- 
sioning fund, potentially saddling Vermont 
taxpayers with hundreds of millions of 
dollars in nuclear cleanup costs. Though 
Entergy officials vehemently denied 


that claim, the Gundersens’ calculations 
today are widely accepted as fact. Indeed, 
subsequent investigations of the decom- 
missioning funds of other nuclear plants 
around the country have revealed similar 
shortfalls, all of which were based on the 
Gundersens’ initial expose. 

Arnie is the expert who first began 
asking questions last year about Entergy’s 
claim that there were no underground 
pipes at Vermont Yankee carrying radio- 
active material. As a member of the Public 
Oversight Panel for the Vermont Yankee 
Reliability Assessment, he began publicly 
challenging Entergy’s assertion in July 
2009, and later documented those con- 
cerns in a quarterly report to the legisla- 
ture's Joint Fiscal Committee in October. 
Two days later, Entergy officials issued 
a press release challenging Gundersen’s 
claim and "tone.” 

“Entergy was doing a good job of trying 
to make us look bad,” Maggie recalls, 
noting that several lawmakers pulled her 
aside as recently as December to sug- 
gest privately that Arnie was “losing his 
credibility ... and looking a little crazy,” 
because Entergy kept insisting it had no 
underground piping. Several weeks later, 
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result of a career in banking and economic 
development — and doesn't sufficiently 
heed environmental concerns or the po- 
tential for alternative energy. 

O’Brien counters that he’s just trying 
to "buffer” power producers like Vermont 
Yankee against politicians who “demon- 
ize” the nuclear plant. He believes such 
rhetoric creates a bad “business climate” 
that, if left unchecked, could cause 
Vermont Yankee to pull up stakes and 
leave the state. 

“I don’t want [rhetoric] to be the 
reason that consumers and employers 
lose this plant," O’Brien says. “I've tried 
to take a moderating position on some of 
these issues.” 

O ’Brien was raised in the wealthy 
suburb of Trumbull, Conn. He 
earned a bachelor’s degree in 
accounting from the University 
of Bridgeport and a master’s in finance 
from Fairfield University. After college, 
he landed a job as a commercial lender 
for what is now People's United Bank. He 
moved to Vermont and worked for eight 
years as head of the Rutland Economic 
Development Corporation, a quasi-public 
agency that makes grants and business 
loans. Today he lives in Rutland. 

Since O’Brien had no prior utility 


experience, environmental groups ques- 
tioned his qualifications for the job when 
Gov. Jim Douglas appointed him commis- 
sioner in 2003. 

His actions since have led lawmakers 
to forego “confirming" his appointment 
Senate President Pro Tem Peter Shumlin 
(D -Windham) says it’s the first time in his 
10 years as Senate leader that a commis- 
sioner wasn’t confirmed for lack of "yes” 
votes. O’Brien is the only commissioner in 
the Douglas administration not to get the 
legislative nod. 

"There’s a feeling that Commissioner 
O’Brien is more willing to protect the cor- 
porate interests of companies like Entergy 
Louisiana than he is the ratepayers," says 
Shumlin. "This has nothing to do with 
David O’Brien personally. He’s a decent 
and a good human being.” 

O’Brien calls Shumlin's remarks "lu- 
dicrous” and "lazy” and challenges any 
lawmaker to name specific instances of 
departmental bias toward utilities. 

He’s given them some ammo over the 
years. In 2007, O’Brien was hauled before 
a State Senate committee after allegedly 
threatening State Sen. John Campbell 
(D-Windsor) over his support for a tax 
on Vermont Yankee. O’Brien supposedly 
told Campbell that a powerful Burlington 
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Hot Town 


In the shadow of Vermont Yankee, Vernon is one big nuclear family 

BY LAUREN OBER 


S outhbound travelers from 
Brattleboro on Route 142 have 
plenty to see. Ice fishermen’s 
shacks dot the Connecticut 
River, which flows parallel to the road. 
Fat logs sit in neat stacks waiting to be 
milled at the lumber companies that 
abut the river. Giant transmission towers 
connected by wires the size of fire hoses 
loom overhead. 

With all that visual stimulation, it's 
easy to blow by the town of Vernon and 
n know it. Apart from a small, 
green-and-white sign marking the 
boundary with its large) 


Brattleboro ends. There are no cafes or 
restaurants, no shops and no town center. 
The only signs of life on the main thor- 
oughfare are an elder-care facility and 
a gas station-cum-convenience store at 
the junction with Governor Hunt Road. 
In this way, Vernon is not so different 
from many sleepy towns in Vermont. 

But one thing sets Vernon apart. 
As home to Vermont’s only 


about the nuclear plant, which is one of 
13 operated by Louisiana-based Entergy. 

Many of Vernon’s 2000 residents 
work at Vermont Yankee, which em- 
ploys 650 people, and townspeople 
say everyone has friends employed by 
the company. The chair of the Vernon 
Selectboard, Michael Ball, has worked as 
an engineer at the facility for years and 
serves as a conduit of information for 
the town. There is a sense 


How do Vernon residents 
feel about their nuclear 
power plant? 


nuclear power plant, the town has had 
to deal with the ramifications of life in 
the shadow of Vermont Yankee since the 
facility opened in 1972. For residents, 
this means participating in disaster 
drills, keeping special tone-alert radios 
in their homes and knowing where their 
led potassium iodide pills are at 

all times. 

It also means dealing with the po- 
litical and emotional fallout of such a 
contentious power source. Residents 
lament the relentless raging gran- 
nies, paid picketers from out of 
state, knee-jerk lawmakers who 
want to see the facility shuttered, 
and a general feeling that their 
voices are not being heard. As 
the statewide debate rages about 
whether to decommission Vermont 
Yankee or extend its contract, the town 
of Vernon hangs in the balance. 

Vernon is decidedly and unapologeti- 
cally a company town. Its recent history 
. has been intertwined with Vermont 
Yankee, and its future depends on what 
politicians in Montpelier decide to do 


among residents 
that Vermont Yankee is an essen- 
tial part of the town, as important as the 
emergency services or the elementary 
school. Town clerk Sandra Harris calls 
the nuclear plant’s overseers “excellent 
neighbors.” “They’ve been like that from 
the beginning,” she says. 

To understand Vernon is to under- 
stand Vermont Yankee and vice versa. 
The plant is a formidable facility made 
up of drab, windowless buildings that 
sits on the banks of the Connecticut 
River, across the street from the elemen- 
tary school and just down the road from 
the town hall and library. 

As they approach the plant, visitors 
are greeted with signs declaring that all 
entering vehicles are subject to search, 
and the plant’s security team is autho- 
rized to use “deadly force" in the event 
of a safety breach. About a dozen towers 
surround the perimeter, occupied by 
guards who peer with binoculars at 
people on the ground. During a recent 
tour, Vermont Yankee spokesperson Rob 
Williams asked that no photos be taken 
of the guard towers for security reasons. 

At ground level, security personnel 
equipped with 9-millimeter handguns 
and tactical assault rifles mill about. 



Three layers of cyclone fencing topped 
with barbed wire prevent unauthor- 
ized entry. Between them, spindles of 
concertina wire sit on the ground just 
in front of security spikes embedded 
in concrete. Many of the security fea- 
tures were added to Vermont Yankee 
after 9/11. 

To enter the facility, visitors must 
submit to a background check in 
advance. At the plant, they must be 
screened again. Before walking into the 
“radiologically controlled area” that 
houses the nuclear reactor, the cooling 
towers and the dry cask storage where 
the nuclear waste is held, visitors pass 
through an Ion Track scanner — one 


of the puffer machines used to detect 
explosives. Once they have cleared that, 
they must scan a swipe card and place 
their hands on a hand-key recognition 
system that opens the turnstile into the 
secure area. A sign by the door proclaims 
that Vermont Yankee employees have 
worked for 12 days without an accident. 

The grounds of the plant are unremark- 
able, except for the amount of excavation 
going on. Because of the recent detection 
in the ground near the plant of a plume 
of tritium — a mildly radioactive isotope 
of hydrogen and a byproduct of the con- 
densing process (see sidebar) — Vermont 
Yankee crews have been digging wells to 
determine the source of the leak. 


Crews began digging wells in the area 
where the tritium was first detected and 
are working their way back toward the 
advanced off-gas building, where the 
leak is most likely located. Spokesperson 
Williams says that as the crews search 
for the tritium leak, they are also look- 
ing for cobalt-60 and other radioactive 
waste products that could have seeped 
from the underground drain lines with 
the tritium. 

Visitors must pass through a portal 
that scans the amount of radiation 
they have on their body. All employees 
who work in the facility have to wear a 
personal dosimeter — a device the size 
of a thumb drive that collects radiation 


data. Periodically, those dosimeters are 
checked to make sure the radiation is 
within an acceptable level. Williams 
says no one has ever been exposed to 
dangerous levels of radiation at Vermont 
Yankee. 

Since the plant opened 38 years ago, 
the people of Vernon have grown to ap- 
preciate its presence. Lifelong resident 
Susan Miller said she feels lucky to have 
Vermont Yankee in her town. That’s not 
only because people think the company 
has done due diligence when it comes to 
safety and transparency. It’s also because, 
like most industries that have a large 
presence in a community, Entergy gets 
involved. The company’s reps take part 
in town activities and sponsor events. 

In a way, Vermont Yankee is the 
benevolent laird of Vernon, doling out 
favors in exchange for company buy-in. 
For years, the company has sponsored 
the town’s July Fourth fireworks display, 
and recently Entergy paid for the con- 
struction of a new emergency manage- 
ment building in Vernon. The company 
funded last weekend’s 86th Annual 
Harris Hill Ski Jump competition, one 
of the most popular sporting events in 
the region. 

When the facility was first pro- 
posed, Vernon was a picturesque farm- 
ing community nestled alongside the 
Connecticut River and bounded by New 
Hampshire to theeastandMassachusetts 
to the south. Most community members 
were in favor of the plant, says Miller. 
As the economics of farming made it 
increasingly difficult to earn a living in 
agriculture, Vernon welcomed the jobs 
Vermont Yankee promised. The resi- 
dents believed in the company. "People 
were very supportive of it when it was 
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The Burlington School District recognizes the importance of a high quality preschool experience for young children 
and is participating in Vermont's Act 62. This law provides publiceducation funds through the district to support 
prekindergarten services. Important information regarding this law is as follows: 


Services must be in a qualified program for 6-10 hours a week, 35 weeks per year. 

Programs include those in the public schools as well as those in childcare ^arly education programs both in and 
outside the city of Burlington. 


Burlington's public school programs are free, provided at no cost to parents. 

Community programs, which are in a partnership with the Burlington School District, may charge families the 
difference between what the district pays for the 6-10 hoursAwek for 35 weeks a year and the actual cost of the 
community program. 


Parents may request the district to create a contract with their child's program if a contract does not currently exist. 
Act 62 limits the number of children a school district can fund for prekindergarten education. Therefore, if the dis- 
trict receives more applications than it has state education funds to support, a non discriminatory selection method 
will be implemented to determine which children receive the publicly funded program. 


To tan mot* otto 
submit an application for 
your child to participate in 
this program: goto 

http^/bsdweb.bsdvtorg/drstrict/Parents/parentsstart.php 
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built because [the company was] open 
with us,” Miller recalls. “When we had 
a question, it was answered.” People 
believed the benefits, including a slew 
of new jobs and a spike in commercial 
property tax revenue, far outweighed 
any potential risk. 

For the most part, Vernon residents 
still see Vermont Yankee as a safe 
facility that takes its responsibilities 
as a neighbor seriously. What 
people in the town seem most 
concerned about is the issue of 
radioactive waste storage, not 
necessarily the safety of the 
plant. Miller says the towns- 
people don’t worry much, be- 
cause they’ve had ample train- 
ing on what to do in the event 
of a nuclear disaster. Over the 
years, Entergy has conducted 
a number of mock evacuations 
of schools, nursing homes and 
daycare centers in the region. 


if they have a bolt that fell ofF. They have 
backups to their backups.” 

Larry Underwood, who was born in 
Vernon and still owns property there, 
says he understands that any nuclear fa- 
cility of Yankee’s size poses some threat, 
but he believes in the integrity of the 
company. “The people working there are 
our neighbors,” says Underwood, who 
now lives in neighboring Gill, Mass. “I 
find it hard to believe that they would do 
anything to hurt their children or their 
neighbors.” 



THE PEOPLE WORKING THERE ARE OUR NEIGHBORS. 

I FIND IT HARD TO BELIEVE THAT THEY WOULD DO ANYTHING TO 

HURT THEIR CHILDREN OR THEIR NEIGHBORS. 


Residents say the training gives them 
confidence. They seem to have trust in 
Entergy management, too, even in the 
face of the most recent tritium issue. 
Because of Entergy's track record with 
the town, residents seem to be in a hold- 
ing pattern, giving the company the 
benefit of the doubt. “I’m just waiting to 
see where the truth settles,” says Vernon 
resident Trish Hain. 

To keep residents informed of exactly 
what’s going on at the plant, manage- 
ment has been sending daily updates 
to town librarian Kris Berberian, who 
has been compiling them in a binder. 
Selectboard Chair Ball also keeps town 
officials in the loop on the continuing 
tritium problem. 

That regular flow of information 
eases Berberian’s mind, to a degree. “We 
would hope we’re getting the full pic- 
ture," she says. “But it’s tough to decide 
whether you’re getting it all or not.” 

Still, people in Vernon don’t seem to 
be worried about their immediate safety, 
even in light of the tritium leak. "It’s not 
like it’s going to blow up like people 
think it will,” Miller says. "They’re so 
picky over there that it makes the news 


“When people we know [who work 
at Vermont Yankee] start moving their 
families out of town, that’s a pretty good 
indication that something’s wrong,” 
town clerk Harris says. 

The tritium leak has done little 
to help Vermont Yankee’s case in the 
Statehouse and outside Vernon. But 
despite the plant's problems of late, resi- 
dents aren’t willing to turn their backs 
on it. They have faith that the com- 
pany — their friends and family — will 
be able to figure out the problem, fix it 
and encourage the legislature to extend 
Entergy’s contract. “Everyone’s waiting 
now to see what happens,” Harris says. 
“We have some pretty awesome people 

If the issues aren’t resolved, offers 
Hain, Vernon will suffer. “It would be 
devastating for the town if they closed,” 
she says. © 
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Arnie was proven correct when tritium 
began turning up in underground monitor- 
ing wells at levels many times higher than 
federal law allows. 

“My experience with Amie is that 
he is the only person in Vermont who 
has been right about Vermont Yankee 
every single time in terms of reliability 
and maintenance,” says Senate President 
Pro Tem Peter Shumlin, who appointed 
Arnie Gundersen to the Public Oversight 
Panel. Shumlin’s district includes Vermont 
Yankee. He describes Arnie as “the perfect 
candidate" for the job of independent 
overseer. 

Being a predictor of what can, and 
will, go wrong at nuclear power plants is 
a familiar role for Amie Gundersen. Prior 
to moving to Vermont, where he worked 
until 2008 as a math and physics teacher 
at Burlington High School, Arnie spent 
20 years as a licensed nuclear-reactor op- 
erator assessing the safety and reliability of 
nuclear plants, and planning their decom- 
missioning. He eventually rose to the level 
of senior vice president of Nuclear Energy 
Services, one of the nation's premier 
nuclear-maintenance firms. NES counts 
Vermont Yankee among its clients. 

Maggie Gundersen is a paralegal and 
former teacher and journalist. She and 


Arnie met in 1978 while Maggie was 
working in public relations for New York 
State Electric and Gas, which at the time 
was trying to license a nuclear plant along 
the shores of Lake Ontario. That plan 
was scuttled a year later, when America’s 
confidence in nuclear power was rattled 
to the core by a partial meltdown at 
Pennsylvania’s Three Mile Island. Arnie 
not only testified in court about the causes 
of that accident, he was one of only three 
expert witnesses for the plaintiffs whose 
testimony was not dismissed by the judge. 

But the Gundersens’ professional 
careers, finances and personal lives were 
thrown into turmoil in April 1990, when 
Arnie discovered low-level radioactive 
material stashed in an accounting safe at 
NES headquarters in Danbury, Conn. After 
alerting federal regulators, he was fired 
from his $120,000-a-year job, blacklisted 
by the industry, and harassed and ostra- 
cized by former coworkers. 


I 


The U.S. Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission 
later determined that there 
wasn’t enough radioac- 
tive material in the safe to 
violate its regulations. And 
his former friends and col- 
leagues smeared his repu- 
tation and credibility, not 
unlike what happened to 
the protagonist in the movie 
The Insider, about a former 
tobacco-industry executive 
turned whistleblower. 

Still, Arnie refused to 
keep quiet about other 
safety problems at his com- 
pany. In retaliation for his 
outspokenness, his former 
employer slapped him with 
a $1.5 million defamation 
suit The case was settled 
out of court six years later, 



HE GUNDERSENS HAVE BECOME THE GOTO EXPERTS FOR STATE MAKERS WHO, 
NOW MORE TRAN EVER, NEED A SOBER AND INDEPENDENT ASSESSMENT OE 
VERMONT YANKEE’S STRENGTHS AND WEAKNESSES 
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businessman would be “very disappointed” 
if Campbell backed the tax, according to the 
Burlington Free Press, a veiled threat to the 
senator's political future. O'Brien admitted 


the conversation took place, 
but claimed Campbell misun- 
derstood what he was saying. 

In 2008, Seven Days re- 
ported that O’Brien threw 
a Christmas party in Stowe 
attended by utility bigwigs, 
including Jay Thayer, the 
high-ranking Vermont Yankee 
executive who was put on “ad- 
ministrative leave" for lying to 
state regulators. 

“Here’s the irony,” O’Brien 
says in defense. “The people 
who came to my Christmas 
party, I was paying all the 
money. How was that advanc- 
ing their influence over me? 

“Every utility that I have 
interacted with has run into 
some very tough times if what 
they were doing was contrary to ratepayer 
interest,” O’Brien says. 

For instance, O’Brien says, Central 
Vermont Public Service, the state’s larg- 
est utility, lost a rate case against the 
Department of Public Service that caused 


their bond rating to tank. O’Brien says he 
took “a very hard line” against the utility 
because “it was the right thing to do.” 

“That was not without political pres- 
sure being applied by the company,” 
O’Brien adds. “But I stood my ground and 
so did the governor. Nobody ever writes 
about that” 

Vermont Electric Power Company’s 
spokesman Kerrick Johnson says of 
O’Brien: “David is very loyal to his staff, 
has the courage of his convictions to the 
point of being stubborn, and can be quick 
to judge. However, if you make your case 
factually, directly and honestly, you can 
come to an agreement" 

F or years, O'Brien and Gov. Jim 
Douglas sang the praises of 
Vermont Yankee for the relatively 
cheap power it pumped into the 
grid. But recent revelations about radio- 
active tritium leaching into groundwater 
and company executives lying under oath 
have forced the administration to qualify 
its support. 

Now, O’Brien says there’s a “long list" of 


problems Vermont Yankee would need to 
fix in order to win the state’s backing for 
a 20-year license extension. Along with 
staunching the tritium leak, the nuclear 
plant's owners must reach a long-term 
power contract with Vermont utilities, 
convince state leaders there’s enough 
money to decommission the plant when 
it’s shut down, and shake up its executive 
team in light of admissions that company 
brass lied to state regulators under oath. 

Sedano, who had O’Brien’s job between 
1991 and 2001, gives the commissioner the 
benefit of the doubt. Now a director at the 
Regulatory Assistance Project, Sedano says 
utility executives “out and out lied” to him 
when he was in that role. O’Brien can’t be 
held responsible for information that was 
willfully witheld from him. 

On the other hand, Sedano says it’s 
“inconceivable" that O’Brien or his staff 
wouldn’t know about underground piping at 
Vermont Yankee. “At a nuclear plant, there’s 
a record of everything," Sedano says. “You 
just have to be really determined to find it. 
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but not before the Gundersens filed for 
bankruptcy, foreclosed on their house, and 
endured other personal and professional 
hardships. 

Their brush with financial ruin is not 
apparent at the Gundersens’ cozy home 
in Burlington’s New North End, where 
they live with their cat and bear-sized 
Bernese mountain dog named Hobbes. 
(Both the Gundersens’ children are now 
grown and live out of state.) Arnie explains 
the technical intricacies of nuclear reac- 
tors to a nonexpert with the methodical 
patience of a former high school math and 
physics teacher — he now teaches math 
at the Community College of Vermont in 
Burlington. 

Occasionally he interjects anecdotes 
about how the industry overlooked key 
safety concerns and avoided major catas- 
trophe only by sheer luck. With bemused 
contempt, Arnie recounts how, in 1994, 
the owners of the now-decommissioned 
Dresden Nuclear Plant in Illinois turned 
off the heat in the reactor building, causing 
the pipes to freeze and burst, and releas- 
ing 55,000 gallons of radioactive water 
into the basement. Had a night watchman 
not stumbled upon the problem, another 
pipe would have also burst causing, 


in Arnie’s words, “an incredibly severe 
radiological accident," 

For her part, Maggie often voices the 
more stridently antinuke sentiments 
of the pair — though she gets defensive 
when accused of any such bias. For ex- 
ample, during last week’s Vermont Law 
School event, Maggie bristled when VLS 
professor Donald Kreis described him- 
self as the only one on the panel with- 
out an antinuke agenda. And, although 
Maggie admits she’s more comfortable 
behind the scenes, these days she’s in 
the Statehouse almost as often as is her 
husband. 

The Gundersens remain harsh critics of 
the way Vermont Yankee and other Entergy 
nuke plants have been managed and oper- 
ated, both on financial and safety grounds. 
And, with a track record of foreseeing 
problems that often came to pass, they've 
earned a professional reputation that 
makes it very difficult for industry officials 
to dismiss their concerns as ideologically 
driven. When a vacancy became available 
last year on the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission’s Advisory Committee on 
Reactor Safety, Arnie’s application was en- 
dorsed by 57 environmental groups around 
the country. Curiously, though, after Arnie 
submitted his application in December, 
the NRC chose to reopen the application 
process. 


The Gundersens’ successful record of 
anticipating nuclear plant problems begs 
the question: What is their next big con- 
cern about Vermont Yankee if the plant is 
ultimately relicensed? 

Arnie doesn’t hesitate. "Net-positive 
suction,” he explains, launching into a 
teacher-like explanation of the principle of 
physics that, "like drinking soda through a 
straw,” keeps water circulating through the 
reactor to cool it down. According to Arnie, 
the principle of net-positive suction is so 
critical to the safety and reliability that it 
ranks number one among the 126 regula- 
tory guides for nuclear reactors. 

Prior to the uprate, "If the containment 
had a leak, you could still cool the reac- 
tor. You’d release some radiation but you 
wouldn’t have a China syndrome,” he says, 
using industry lingo for a total reactor-core 
meltdown. Now, he explains, if the contain- 
ment has a leak, there wouldn’t be enough 
water pressure to cool the reactor. 

The NRC was fully aware of this safety 
concern, he adds, but allowed Vermont 
Yankee to go ahead with the uprate 
anyway. Seven years ago, when Arnie first 
explained this problem to me, I asked how 
serious an ensuing problem could be. “Not 
as bad as Chernobyl,” he said at the time, 
“butworse than Three Mile Island.” 

He adds, "That’s what keeps me up at 
night” © 
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I don’t understand how this was allowed to 
occur. I have no explanation for it” 

Shumlin and other Democrats have 
some theories. "He comes from an 
economic-development background and 
he’s always had trouble removing himself 
from that role,” says State Rep. Tony Klein 
(D-East Montpelier). O’Brien has testi- 
fied numerous times before Klein's House 
Natural Resources and Energy Committee, 
including a marathon performance earlier 
this month answering questions about the 
continuing problems at Vermont Yankee. 

Klein says that "personally" he likes 
O’Brien very much, and thinks the com- 
missioner is "well intentioned.” But "this 
administration has never brought forth 
one piece of innovative, proactive energy 
legislation to this legislature in eight 
years,” Klein says during a sit-down at the 
Statehouse. For years, Klein says, O’Brien 
and the governor have stood in opposition 
to forward-thinking energy initiatives such 
as expanding efficiency programs; feed-in 
tariffs that pay renewable power produc- 
ers a marked-up rate to feed extra power 
into the grid; and expanding the weather- 
ization and renewable energy industries, 
moves Klein believes “could have helped 
us weather the economic storm." 

So whatis the Douglas administration’s 


vision for Vermont’s energy future? That’s 
a question not easily answered by O’Brien. 

"I think it’s very misleading to sort of 
make some broad statements about where 
energy policy should go in terms of saying 
specific types of energy,” O'Brien says. "To 
me, energy policy isn't all that complicated 
if you have some core principles that you 

For O’Brien, those would seem to 
include: Power should be cheap: power 
should be plentiful; and power should be 
dependable. 

He clashed recently with Klein and 
renewable power advocates over a white 
paper published by the Department of 
Public Service that depicted feed-in tariffs 
as a massive waste of money that produced 
few jobs which were only temporary. 

History shows O’Brien tobeaskeptic of 
renewable-power — or at least of govern- 
ment backing "green” power. One of the 
Department of Public Service’s primary 
roles is to craft a20-year energy plan for the 
state, a roadmap meant to guide the Public 
Service Board as it considers applications 
for energy projects. O’Brien’s 20-year plan, 
released in 2004, was assailed by environ- 
mentalists for prioritizing cheap power 
from conventional fuels over government 
support for renewable energy sources. 

O’Brien says there’s a "lot” he likes 
about renewable power — it’s clean, it’s 
not tied to commodity price fluctuations, 


it sells for stable prices — but says feed-in 
tariffs "artificially” raise power prices and 
"completely go against sound economics." 

Last year, O’Brien opposed an energy 
bill that authorized feed-in tariffs because 
it would add 2 percent to ratepayers' elec- 
tric bills — $2 on a $100 monthly bill. 

Michael Dworldn was chairman of the 
Public Service Board during the first part 
of O’Brien’s tenure, from 1999 to 2005. He 
says O'Brien and the Douglas administra- 
tion missed a golden opportunity to pursue 
alternate power sources — renewable or 
not — that would have lessened the state’s 
dependence on Vermont Yankee. 

“It could have been an option, not a ne- 
cessity,” says Dworldn, now director of the 
Institute for Energy and the Environment 
at Vermont Law School. "Having spent half 
a dozen years telling Entergy they were so 
vital and essential and Vermont would give 
them anything they ask for, it’s no surprise 
Entergy has asked for more than Vermont 
should give.” 

O'Brien's response: "If you’re hard on 
utilities, they think you’re unfair. For people 
who think utilities are bad, any time you’re 
being reasonable with them, you're being 
too soft. It’s very hard to win.” 

Before hanging up, O’Brien adds one 
final regulatory thought: "The goods of 
the many outweigh the needs of the few. 
With that, I think I’m going to get a cold 
beverage.” © 




LocM-matters — 


Vermont Utilities Stand 
to Make Millions From 
Yankee’s Relicensure 


People and Politicians 
Living Downwind of Yankee 
Object to “Radiation 
Without Representation” 


BY SHAY TOTTEN 

D espite the gioom-and-doom scenar- 
ios of some supporters, if Vermont 
Yankee were shut down today, next 
week or in 2012, Vermont’s lights 
would not go out. 

The recent concern about tritium 
leaking into groundwater, and eventually 
the Connecticut River, has raised the pos- 
sibility that VY could be forced to shut 
down until the leak is found — or entirely, 
if there is sufficient concern for public 
health and safety. 

What does that mean for power con- 
sumers? Will the lights go out? Will their 
power bills skyrocket? Not exactly. 

Vermont Yankee’s major customers — 
Central Vermont Public Service and Green 
Mountain Power — are steadily lining up 
renewable alternatives that will allow them 
to reduce their reliance on VY by roughly 
half after 2012. Today, VY supplies more 
than one- third of Vermont’s power needs. 

CVPS and GMP are in contract talks 
with Hydro-Quebec and have actively 
sought bids from other regional power 
sources to replace VY partially — or 
wholly, if it goes offline. 

Last year, GMP, CVPS and Vermont 
Electric Cooperative put out a call for bids 
to replace VY. The response? 

“We had a massive response 
from all kinds of potential suppli- 
ers and have homed in on several 
contracts for new energy, much 
of it renewable, that will be an- 
nounced in the next month or so,” 
said Steve Costello, spokesman for 
CVPS, the state’s largest electric utility. 

“The bottom line is, we’ve been pro- 
active in planning for future long-term 
power supplies with or without VY," said 
Costello. “We have a legal obligation to 
serve our customers, and that doesn’t end 
with VY’s license or operation." 

Both CVPS and GMP support VY’s re- 
licensure — but with a significant caveat. 

“We've always said that the plant must 
be able to run safely and reliably,” said 
Dotty Schnure, GMP's spokeswoman. 
“The legislature and Public Service Board 
are going to do what they’re going to do, 
and we'll be watching closely.” 

Both GMP and CVPS are also investing 
in renewable development of their own 
— GMP in wind and CVPS most notably 
in its farm-based methane generators, 
dubbed “Cow Power." 

Both utilities consider VY an afford- 
able, carbon-friendly source of power. 
Plus, Yankee has been offering power at a 
discount: GMP and CVPS pay two-thirds 


of the current regional market price. 
That’s 4 cents per kilowatt-hour, com- 
pared with the standard 6. 

If VY were to shut down in 2012 or 
before then, Schnure said, short-term 
power sources are available, because of a 
current regional glutofpower. That power 
excess, she added, also means larger 
power producers are reticent to enter into 
long-term agreements right now. 

Future power prices could make VY’s 
relicensure a great deal — or a not-so-great 
deal — for GMP and CVPS. Under a so- 
called revenue sharing agreement (RSA), 
the two other utilities could reap as much 
as $122 million from Yankee over the next 
20 years. For all power sold on the market 
at more than 6.2 cents per kWh, the utili- 
ties get a piece of the profit 

However, a legislative consultant pre- 
dicts that dollar amount could be half as 
much if power prices do not rise as pre- 
cipitously as state regulators expect. 

“It all depends on what market prices 
do; if they are below the 6.2-cent RSA 
price, there is no economic value; if they 
rise above that, the value rises with the 
market price. What we do see as a signifi- 


BY SHAY TOTTEN 

R esidents of New Hampshire and 
Massachusetts have no official 
say in what happens to Vermont 
Yankee. But that isn't stopping them 
from expressing their opinions on 
the plant’s relicensure request now before 
Vermont and federal regulators. 

Last month, four Massachusetts 
lawmakers who represent people living 
within 10 miles of the Vernon reactor 
urged their Vermont counterparts to 
reject VY’s proposal. 

“We recognize that under current 
law the residents and elected officials 
of Massachusetts have no official “voice' 


G 

in the much-debated matter of whether 
to allow Entergy to continue operating 
Vermont Yankee for an additional 20 
years," noted Reps. Christopher Donelan 
(D-Orange), Denis Guyer (D-Dalton) and 
Stephen Kulik (D-Worthington), along 
with Massachusetts Senate President Pro 
Tern Stan Rosenberg (D-Amherst). 

A bill in Congress, sponsored by U.S. 
Sen. Bemie Sanders (I-VT), would 
change that. His legislation would 
grant the governor of a neighboring 
within 50 miles of a nuclear 
power plant the right to demand a 
full, independent safety assessment 
of a facility prior to its relicensure. 
Govs. John Lynch of New 
Hampshire and Deval Patrick 
of Massachusetts aren’t wait- 
ing for Bernie's legislation. 
In separate letters last 
week to the Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission, 
both Democrats urged 
the feds to intensify their 
probe into VY’s tritium 
leak and to slow down their 
review of VY’s relicensure 
application. 

By contrast. Gov. Jim 
Douglas' administration is 


largely deferring to the NRC’s on-site 
safety review. But it is independently 
monitoring groundwater and drinking- 

Vermont health officials believe 
tritium has found its way into the 
Connecticut River, but not at high enough 
levels to warrant a public health concern. 

While Vermonters receive the per- 
ceived benefits of low-cost power and tax 
revenues from the plant’s operations and 
workforce, residents who live downwind 
and downstream seem to feel they are 
simply stuck with the risks. 

Hattie Nestel, of Athol, Mass., a 
member of the Citizen Action Network, 
has been arrested multiple times 
for protesting at Vermont 
Yankee. She and several 
other veteran female 
protestors traveled to 
Burlington just weeks 
before the tritium leak was 
uncovered to urge Vermont 
activists to help them share 
their concerns. 

“We already have radiation in our 
rivers and our land because of Vermont 
Yankee, and yet we don’t have a say in 
how to close it down,” said Nestel. “It’s 
radiation without representation." JS 

Like their Vermont neighbors, | 
Massachusetts and New Hampshire resi- g 

dents who live within 10 miles of the Vernon 3 
reactor and are part of the “emergency pre- g 

paredness zone” are keenly aware of VY’s j 
presence. They have emergency sirens in 
their communities and potassium iodide 
pills in their medicine cabinets. The pills 
protect the thyroid gland from the harm- ° 
ful effects of radioactive iodine released a 
during a nuclear accident 

About two-thirds of VY’s 6S0 workers £ 

live in Massachusetts or New Hampshire. £ 
But that didn’t stop 12 of 14 Massachusetts 
communities from approving Town 
Meeting Day resolutions last year to shut „ 
down VY in 2012. < 

“Many people in this area have little * 
confidence in Entergy’s assurances 2? 
that a serious radiological accident 
will never happen,” the Massachusetts 
lawmakers wrote. “If such an accident 
were to happen, it could have a devastat- 5 
ing effect on the families, property and ? 
environment of dozens of nearby com- J 
munities, especially those that are in the jjj 
downwind pathway." © $ 


If Yankee shuts 
down, will the 
lights go out? 




cant value is that the RSA provides . 
hedge or price cap of sorts if market 
prices rise, as they have been doing 
again of late,” said Costello. 

Even with the RSA, Costello 
said Vermonters shouldn’t be 
shocked to see higher power 
prices in the near future — even if 
VY is relicensed. 

“Vermont energy costs a 
likely to rise over the next 
several years due to market 
forces,” said Costello. 
“Because the [Vermont 
Yankee] and [Hydro- 
Quebec] prices have gener- 
ally been below the market 
prices in the region, we've 
had the benefit of prices that 
at times have been well below 
what our neighbors in surround- 
ing states have paid.” © 
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Ice Burg 

f Chilling with climbers at Jeffersonville 
and Smugglers' Notch 

BY SARAH TUFF 

.i.Jh 


PAST ADVENTURES 
ALL AROUND YOU. 




KATIE IVES, 
SENIOR EDITOR. 
ALPINIST 


I n winter, the stretch of Route 108 
between Stowe and Jeffersonville 
may be closed to drivers, but it’s 
open to just about everyone else, in- 
cluding cross-country skiers, snowsho- 
ers, and alpine skiers and snowboarders 
who pop out of the woods at Smugglers’ 
Notch Resort. The frozen waterfalls that 
line the road are no secret, either. As ice- 
climbing guide Bert Severin says, “Every 
single drip you see up there has been 
climbed." 

Ice climbers have enjoyed the Notch 
for years, but only recently has it made 
its name as one of the top places in New 
England, if not the country, for arctic 
ascents. Two guiding companies now 
regularly ferry clients up the frigid walls, 
and hundreds of college students, local 
climbers with crampon-clad feet and 
curious skiers have begun to swing ice 
tools here each winter. Alpinist, a quar- 
terly glossy once based in Jackson, Wyo., 
has made its home just down the road 
from Smugglers' Notch in Jeffersonville. 
And at the fourth annual Smuggs Ice 
Bash, from January 29 to 31, dozens of 
ice-climbing pilgrims camped out in 
subzero temperatures just so they could 
clamber up even colder cliffs. 

What’s the attraction? “Smugglers' 
Notch offers an alpine experience on a 
smaller, more accessible scale than other 
places,” says Katie Ives, senior editor of 
Alpinist. “It’s great training for larger 
peaks, but it’s challenging and beautiful 

Unlike some ice-climbing areas that 
can be accessed only by hours-long 
hikes through the snow, Smuggs offers 
its goods just off the roadway, and it has 
enough variety — and extreme situa- 
tions — to entice even the most seasoned 
climbers. “The Notch provides a wide 
diversity of easily accessible ice climbs 
ideal for the beginner to the expert,” 
offers Nick Yardley, head guide for 
Burlington’s PetraCliffs. “Harsh weather 
and avalanches spice up the experience 
for some climbers every season.” 

Ives points out the area's rich sense 
of history as another draw. Legendary 
mountaineers Laura and Guy Waterman 
wrote about the Notch’s role in the de- 
velopment of ice-climbing techniques in 
the authoritative Yankee Rock & Ice, and 
renowned climbers John Bouchard, Rick 
Wilcox and Dale Bard have notched first 
ascents at Smuggs. "Climbing up there,” 
says Ives, “you feel a sense of so many 
past adventures all around you.” 

These rock-solid credentials helped 
lure Alpinist to Vermont a year ago, 
after its Jackson-based owners shut- 
tered the magazine. Jeffersonville’s 
Height of Land Publications (headed 
by Jon and Adam Howard) bought the 


title and moved it here. Now, instead of 
opening the fridge for a lunch break, the 
magazine’s staff can always head into 
the freezer of Smugglers’ Notch and find 
some good company. “People are really 
friendly here, approachable, modest,” 
says Ives. “At the same time, there's a lot 
of serious talent.” 

Among the local talent is writer, 
photographer and climber Alden Pellett, 
who has free soloed some of the coun- 
try’s hardest ice climbs, not to mention 
the Canadian Rockies and French Alps. 
Still, he says, Smuggs has a definite 

"Once you get off the roadway, the 
Notch provides a big mountain feel, often 
with challenging snow, ice and weather 
conditions," Pellett says. "Smuggs has 
a wide variety of climbs that range in 
difficulty from very easy to some of the 
harder routes in the Northeast, often 
with a remote feel to them.” 

Guide Severin guesses the Notch 
offers at least 50 to 60 ice climbs, some 
plummeting 400 to 500 feet. Claw your 
way to the top of one of those, he says, 


and you’re overlooking the whole valley: 
"There’s a lot of air beneath you.” 

Alongtime guide with Green Mountain 
Guides, Severin set up shop as Sunrise 
Adventure Sports in Jeffersonville in 
2005 after his return from military service 
in Iraq. (He still works for the U.S. Army 
when not climbing skiing or adventure 
racing.) The appeal of Smuggs, he says, 
is that it's one of the first places in the 
Northeast where ice forms each fell, so 
the ice-climbing season can begin as early 
as Halloween. “Other places just don't 
have the elevation or the bad weather that 
Smuggs does,” Severin says. 

Bad weather is exactly what greeted 
participants in January’s Smuggs Ice 
Bash. The event, which Sunrise now 
organizes, has grown from chicken soup 
and tents in its first year to a full-fledged 
celebration of frozen fun, with demos 
and clinics on the ice and parties and a 
slideshow at The Brewski. This year, the 
mercury dropped to minus 9 on the fes- 
tival’s peak day of Saturday. On Friday, 
when I joined Severin and a few other 
climbers for a morning session on the 


g “Mystery Wall,” it wasn’t much warmer 
| —minus 2. 

£ “Good luck, guys,” said a group of 
hikers as they continued up Route 108 
s past our little base camp at the foot of 
the waterfall. “You got a lot of courage.” 

Not as much courage, I would find out 
later, as some other participants. Severin 
occasionally partners with the Wounded 
Warrior Project, a program that involves 
severely injured service members in 
such sports as skiing, cycling and la- 
crosse. During the Ice Bash, Severin 
guided a Fallujah veteran on break from 
the Walter Reed hospital who has a pros- 
thetic foot and forearm and an artificial 
eye. Because of the extreme cold and 
the climber’s inability to blink, Severin 
worried about frozen tears. And he has 
seen the damage Vermont weather can 
do, having once rescued a hypothermic 
climber who lost his fingertips to frost- 
bite after falling 100 feet. 

I feared frostbite myself a few years 
ago while ice climbing on the Stowe side 
of the Notch with Petra Cliffs on a minus- 
10-degree day. This year, eager to try the 
Mystery Wall on the Jeffersonville side, 
I wore layer on layer of high-tech cloth- 
ing to stave off the cold. Severin helped 
secure my crampons, reminded me of 
the technique for swinging my ice tool 
in securely, and suggested I envision my 
body as a triangle with my two feet as 
the bottom corners. 

I actually was envisioning my body 
more like a Popsicle, as my fingers 
and toes were already numb. But with 
Severin on belay, I somehow inched my 
way up the waterfall, feeling the satisfy- 
ing crunch of the tools and crampons in 
the ice. Only the cold lured me down, 
when I could no longer grip the tool. 

I was frigid, but hooked. And I un- 
derstood Ives' belief that ice climbing 
is one of the most beautiful and intense 
ways to encounter winter. “Swinging ice 
axes and kicking crampons up frozen 
water is absurd, and that’s what makes 
it poetic,” suggests the graduate of the 
Iowa Writers’ Workshop, who’s herself 
prone to wax poetic on the miniature 
landscapes of sparkling frost, the ice 
formations called “mushrooms” and 
“chandeliers,” and the way light seems 
to glow from within frozen waterfalls. 

“You feel the snow falling around 
you, the shadows of the quiet forest in 
the background, the air growing under 
your feet as you get higher,” Ives says. 
“There's nothing like it.” © 
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Playing 

With 

Twain 

Theater preview: Sam and Laura 


M ajor historical milestones 
typically evoke a flurry of 
commemorative activities, 
from scholarly sympo- 
sia to celebratory concerts to kitschy 
souvenirs. Similarly, literary lions are 
often honored on their birth and death 

for Mark Twain (1835-1910): It’s been 
100 years since he died, 125 years since 
The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn was 
published, and 175 years since his birth. 
So bring on the nationwide festivities for 
America's most beloved writer, right? 

Not exactly. Clusters of “Twain 2 010” 
events are taking place at historical sites 
dedicated to the author’s 
legacy, such as his boyhood 
home in Hannibal, Mo., 
and his Hartford, 
residence. But no concerted 
national effort exists. An online petition 
urging the president to declare 2010 
"The Year of Mark Twain" languishes 
with fewer than 1000 signatures. 

This weekend, however, Vermonters 
can celebrate — and learn about a little- 
known aspect of Twain’s life — when 
Vermont author Ron Powers’ new play 
premieres at the Paramount Brick Box 
Theatre in Rutland. The Castleton State 
College writer-in-residence explains 
that Sam and Laura is “an imaginative 
extension of a true relationship," a brief 
romance from Twain’s days as a young 
steamboat pilot on the Mississippi 
River. The three-day idyll shared in 
New Orleans by the 22-year-old future 
author and 14-year-old fresh-faced farm 
girl had a lasting impact. The play’s 
story moves between dreams and reality 
to explore Laura’s significance through- 
out Twain’s life. Director and actress 
Diane Liccardi directs the staged read- 
ing, which features performers from the 
Vermont Actors’ Repertory Theatre. 

Powers, 68, cheekily dubs this theat- 
rical foray his debut as “Boy Playwright.” 


But he’s hardly a novice scribe. Powers’ 
resume packs a list of, um, powerhouse 
credits, including a Pulitzer Prize and an 
Emmy. Most recently, he collaborated 
with Ted Kennedy on the senator's final 
memoir, TWie Compass (2009). Clint 
Eastwood directed an Oscar-nominated 
film based on Flags of Our Fathers 
(2000), which Powers cowrote. 

Of the dozen nonfiction books he’s 
penned, the biography Mark Twain: A 
Life (2005) has received the most re- 
sounding acclaim. The Atlanta Journal- 
Constitution called the book Twain's 
“definitive portrait.” It was a finalist for 
the National Book Critics Circle Award. 

And, at 720 pages, the 
magnum opus also manages 
to be a ripping good read. 

In a conversation with 
Seven Days, Powers retraces 
his lifelong connections to Twain and ex- 
plains how research for the bio led him to 
the fascinating story of Sain andLaum. 

Powers and Samuel Clemens both 
grew up in Hannibal, albeit more than a 
century apart. (Clemens adopted the pen 
name “Mark Twain” in his late twenties.) 
Powers says he shared Clemens' sense 
of "mystique” about their hometown. 
“Certainly in my boyhood there was 
something enchanted about Hannibal," 
he reflects. "Rivers are very powerful 
visually and psychologically. When 
[Clemens] was a boy, he’d never been 
anywhere. But the Mississippi River 
brought all kinds of culture and exotic 
circuses and gamblers and cutthroats 
and magicians to town. And it would 
just inflame his imagination.” 

By the time Powers was a kid, Twain 
towered mythically over Hannibal. “He 
was everywhere,” Powers remembers. 
“We would go to the Tom Sawyer 
Theater for movies; we’d have burgers 
at the Huck Finn Burger Bar.” What 
most impressed young Ron was the out- 
of-state license plates on cars parked 
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"All the cheesy 
things: Having 
your byline in 
the paper and 
getting into the 
games free ... it 
was really just a 
very young man's 
fantasy." 

Powers laugh- 
ingly recalls being 
“dumb as a box 
of rocks” at the 
time. But he be- 
lieves his modest 

to the power of 
newspapering 
for generations of 
proletarian men 
and women who 
come out of the 
small towns and 
off the farms ... 
They see news- 
papering as a 
chance to join 
the big conversa- 



THEATRICALLY GIVES POWERS GREATER LICENSE 

TO EXPLORE THE IMPORTANCE 


OF SAM'S DREAMS. 


near Twain’s boyhood home. “They were 
from places I thought I’d probably never 
get to,” he recalls. Pennsylvania, New 
York, California. “And here they were, 
coming to see us. That gave me a sense 
of [Twain’s] significance.” 

Powers got his start slinging ink for 
pay, as Twain did, in “newspapering." 
The University of Missouri grad ini- 
tially covered sports for the St. Louis 
Post-Dispatch. “It was the romance 
that attracted me," he remembers. 


the 1860s. 

Twain and his 
fellow “fugitive poets and wild men” 
penned “tall tales and hoaxes and feuds 
and fantastical stories,” says Powers. 
“And that’s the real American language ... 
[It's] pared down, it’s vernacular and it's 
truth telling." In the mid-19th century, 
“Americans are still cowering under the 
authority of that European aesthetic 
and sensibility,” practiced by “East 
Coast Brahmins” such as Ralph Waldo 
Emerson, he explains. “And then Mark 
Twain opened the doors for the other 
tradition, which is people who write 
about American life at ground zero, who 
write out of their direct experience.” 

Powers confesses that he avoided 
writing about his hometown’s icon and 
hero for much of his adult life. “I never 
felt entitled,” he says. “I don’t have a 
pedigree; I’m not trained as a scholar 
or historian. There’s something like 40 
books already, biographies about him, 
either full or partial.” Powers kept writ- 
ing around the subject, though, with 
two books about Hannibal and a look at 
Clemens' childhood. 

Why did he finally give in? “The joke 
is that I wrote it because I was told to 
by my 6-foot-9, 280-pound Republican 
agent from Texas,” Powers reveals. 
“When he says, ‘Do something,’ we little 
woolly Vermont liberals run and do it” 


Once Powers committed himself to 
writing the biography, however, he came 
to realize that the massive quantity of 
Twain scholarship had still left “a hole 
you could drive a truck through,” he 
asserts. “And that hole was his life as 
he lived it.” Most academics had taken a 
“forensic approach” and focused on psy- 
choanalyzing the man or deconstructing 
his work 

Powers’ approach was radical in its 
simplicity: letting Twain speak for him- 
self. The Mark Twain Project in Berkeley, 
Calif., the central archive for his papers, 
“has 15,000 letters to and from him that 
I could use like a novelist would use 
dialogue," he explains. In addition, “the 
notebooks that he compiled ceaselessly 
give you his inner thought processes. So I 
didn’t really have to theorize about him. 

“The wonderful thing about narrative 
is that you let the reader collaborate,” 
Powers continues. “The reader thinks 
along with you. And that’s really the way 
I like to write.” He describes this tech- 
nique as “putting [Twain] on stage and 
letting him behave, using the letters.” 

Writing an actual play seems a 
natural extension of that process, es- 
pecially since solid biographical facts 
about Laura, while colorful, are scarce 
— hardly enough for even a slim non- 
fiction volume. It seems she became a 
Confederate spy during the Civil War, 
and may have married in a rush to cover 
her tracks. Her husband eventually left 
her, and she worked as a teacher, in San 
Francisco and Dallas, to support her 
disabled child. “She apparently moved 
around a lot,” Powers notes. “But nothing 
big ever happens to Laura after the Civil 
War except steadily declining fortunes.” 

Powers first tried to craft Sam and 
Laura as a screenplay that hewed strictly 
to the known facts. But the “docudrama 
... was just lying flat there on the page,” 
he admits. “Mark Twain was such a 
fabulist himself that he almost invites 
you to imagine along with him.” 

The letter that inspired the storyline 
of Sam and Laura certainly tantalized 
Powers’ imagination. Written in 1964 
by a man named C.O. Byrd, it describes 
an evening in a Hollywood nightclub 
celebrating the 80th birthday, in 1925, 
of Laura Wright — the same Laura who 
young Sam Clemens had romanced in 
New Orleans in 1858. The letter suggests 
substantial, and previously unknown, 
correspondence between them. 

Powers was already convinced that 
Laura had been more significant to 
Twain than other scholars had indicated. 
The emotional high of falling in love was 
soon followed by a shocking loss. Just 
three weeks after Twain met her, his 
younger brother Henry was killed in a 


horrific steamboat explosion — on the 
boat where Twain had gotten him a job. 
“It tore him apart,” Powers recounts. 
“He [had] survivor’s guilt.” 

The real Laura was unable to console 
Sam, because her mother quashed any 
further pursuit of the courtship. She 
deemed her daughter too young, and 
Sam’s social station too low. But his 
notebooks reveal that Twain continued 
to see Laura in his dreams. 

“She was an angel to him,” Powers 
explains. “She came back again and 
again to calm him down.” Henry’s death 
was the most wrenching of the bereave- 
ments “that start when he’s a child and 
never stop.” Laura “answered something 
for him about innocence,” Powers as- 
serts, especially because his almost 
mystical memories of her were frozen in 
time alongside the trauma of losing his 
brother. 

Telling Sam and Laura’s story theat- 
rically gives Powers greater license to 
explore the importance of these dreams. 
Twain’s dream life “was so incredibly 
powerful to him that later in his life he 
began to believe that dreams had an 
equal validity or reality with waking 
life,” he asserts. On one level, the play is 
“a celebration of the dream life and the 
power of the dream to act on our psyches 
and to heal us.” 

Powers has his own dream about 
the future of Sam and Laura after its 
Vermont debut: “that it will just get out 
there — to community groups, college, 
university groups, regional theater," he 
says. “Given that there’s no other unified 
commemoration of [Twain], maybe this 
will fill the vacuum.” The play is already 
scheduled for a reading at the University 
of Missouri in March and a summer pro- 
duction in Calaveras, Calif. 

Because the Rutland reading is the 
play’s first, director Liccardi has been 
working closely with Powers. It’s re- 
warding to move the text from the page 
to the stage, she says: to see that what’s in 
the playwright’s head finally “gets inside 
someone’s heart." An informal Q&A ses- 
sion with the actors, director and play- 
wright will follow the performance. 

The intense playwriting experience 
has been a “labor of love,” Powers says. 
But it has allowed him to tap into “a part 
of the creative imagination that you can’t 
always release in writing nonfiction. So 
to that extent,” he concludes, “it's just 
been plain old fun." © 
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Superchef 

Fresh from a national competition, Michael Clauss 
buckles down to his task of transforming The Daily Planet 


O n February 6, as some of the 
best chefs in the world looked 
on, chef Michael Clauss of 
Burlington zipped around a 
tiny temporary kitchen at the Culinary 
Institute of America in Hyde Park, N.Y. 
One minute he was slicing bright red 
radishes into perfect right triangles; the 
next, shredding pricey black truffles. 
Under the watchful eye of his former 
boss, Daniel Boulud, and an estimated 
800 other chefs and foodies, Clauss 
was competing to represent the United 
States at the Bocuse d’Or competition in 
Lyon, France. 


The grueling cooking session — and 
three hours of waiting for the judges’ 
decision — ended without a win for 
35-year-old Clauss. But simply having 
been chosen for the competition places 
him among the nation’s elite up-and- 
coming chefs. So does his former posi- 
tion as executive chef of Boulud’s New 
York City Feast & Fetes catering com- 
pany and sous-chef at the restaurant 
Daniel. 

So what’s Clauss doing in Burlington? 
Some locals may be surprised to learn 
that he's heading the kitchen at The 
Daily Planet, a venerable downtown 
eatery known for its quirky comfort food 
and casual atmosphere. 

Joe Perrotto of the Vermont Fresh 
Network and Jason Zuliani, co-owner 
of Dedalus Wine Shop, watched Clauss 
cook at the CIA as his competition 
sponsors. They and other Vermonters 
in attendance noted how incongruous 
it seemed to see the Planet, which has 
had its ups and downs over the years, 
listed alongside the other competi- 
tors’ acclaimed places of employment, 
including Charlie Trotter’s in Chicago, 


gave me full rein in the kitchen ... They 
trusted my talents and my professional- 
ism, which I’m very grateful for," Clauss 
says. “I love cooking this kind of food, 
comfort food with a twist to it.” 

What kinds of new twists can 
Planet diners expect to find at their old 
standby? For one, Clauss serves oysters 
with a drizzle of lemongrass water 
instead of classic mignonette sauce. 
His mussels, juicy and plump, come 
in a bowl of buttery ginger-beer-laced 
broth, draped with braising greens and 
studded with bits of black garlic. The 
house-made veggie burger is dressed 
with mayonnaise mixed with shiso, an 
exotic member of the mint family. 

“There are hints of the big city,” 
Clauss says of his menu. “Exposure to 
ingredients used in different ways. And 
we do a lot of stuff from scratch here, 
like making our own butter, sausages, 
smoking ham. Anything that’s pickled 
we do ourselves.” 

Despite his pedigree — or perhaps 
because of it — reviews of the restau- 
rant have been mixed since Clauss took 
over in January. On the Seven Nights 


website, patrons have complained that 
the Planet’s new food isn’t as excit- 
ing as they expected, given the chef’s 
credentials. And many have griped that 
the interval between ordering food and 
receiving it is way too long. 

“It’s the Internet; it’s a public forum,” 
says Clauss with a shrug. “People can 
voice their opinions, and I don’t have a 
problem with it.” But what the naysayers 
aren't taking into account, in his opinion, 


is how much the Planet has changed and 
how well the staff has handled the tran- 
sition. "There are 22 new items on the 
menu,” he points out. “For an existing 
restaurant, that's a huge change. We’ve 
hired a bunch of new staff [including 
sous chef Chris Miller] ... and the res- 
taurant is much busier than it used to be. 
On Friday and Saturday nights, we get 
slammed." Overall, he says, “As a team, 


The Modern in New 
York and the French 
Culinary Institute. 

Is Clauss aiming to 
put the Planet in that com- 
pany? No, and for good reason. 

There, four staffers squeeze around each 
other in the tiny kitchen. By contrast, at 
Daniel, nearly 20 chefs work nightly to 
oversee every detail. 

Clauss, who moved to Vermont from 
New York for the “love of [his] life," fi- 
ancee Alexa Bolanis, seems happy in his 
new position. “Kristi [Cook] and Copey 
[Houghton, the restaurant’s owners] 
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The Sky’s the Limit 


Shopping in 
Shelburne 


When CRIS PECK sold his 
casual restaurant Waterbury 
Wings, he knew he wanted 
to pursue something a bit 
more upscale. At the end 
of January, he opened THE 
Shelburne kitchen, located in 
the former spot of Amandine 
on the Village Green. “This 
place is just so beautiful. 
How do you not walk in here 
and have the dream wheels 
turn?” Peck asks. 

Although the interior 
hasn’t changed, Shelburne 
Kitchen has a different bent 
from the French-inflected 
Amandine. "I would classify 
our food as comfort food,” 
says Peck. "And we’re con- 
centrating more on prepared 
foods and catering than we 
are on retail sales.” Although 
the shop stocks some 
wine — all of it organic or 
biodynamic — Peck prefers 
to refer customers in search 
of vino down the road. “Our 
eally here for 
... If [customers] 
want to talk wine and choose 
a really nice bottle, I send 
them to KEVIN [clayton, owner 
of VILLAGE WINE AND COFFEE]," 
he says. 

With Chef JENNIFER TIFFT 

whipping up house-smoked 
salmon, specialty sandwiches 
and a wide selection of 
prepared foods that change 
daily. Peck has time to focus 
on the business end of things. 
"She’s here from six in the 
morning to seven at night 
just cooking. She doesn’t 
want to stop," he enthuses. 
“It’s her hobby and passion.” 

Which dishes have 

"The Brussels sprouts with 
gorgonzola and bacon is our 
biggest seller,” Peck says. 
There’s also a following for 
the Orange Ginger Chicken 
and the Tuscan Penne and 
Sausage. “We like to cook in 
the Mediterranean style with 


Foodees 
No More 


On February 8, longtime 
Essex resident DAVE 
gaworecki took to his 
Facebook page to 
write, “I’m going to 
miss the best pizza 
in the area. RIP 
FOODEES... :(" That 
announcement and 
its accompanying 
sad emoticon set off a 
firestorm of online activ- 
ity, with disbelieving posts 
from many Essex residents. 
Multiple witnesses reported 
seeing the Essex Way joint 
shuttered. 

Though Foodees owner JIM 
daudelin couldn't be reached 
for comment, Gaworecki 
reports that, according to a 
source he prefers not to name, 
"The financial backer pulled 
the funding because profits 
weren't where they needed 
to be." 

Huh? Turns out the 
"local” pimply-crusted pies 
were actually part of a small 
chain, with other locations in 
New Hampshire. Gaworecki 
says the corporate decision 
happened quickly — and 
without notice. He spoke 
with one employee who 
claimed to have shown up for 
work to find the place closed. 


Crumbs 

LEFTOVER FOOD NEWS 

Just in time for Valentine’s 
Day, the Vermont Attorney 
General’s office figured out 
a sweet way to reduce the 
state’s budget shortfall. 

On February 4, the AG 
settled charges with Russell 
Stover Candies Inc. and 
its subsidiary, Whitman’s 
Candies Inc., to the tune 
of $10,000 dollars. The 


NEW BURGER JOINT OPENS IN B-TOWN 
STEP HEN" SKY - KENNEY, owner of the newly minted SKY 
burgers on Burlington's lower Church Street, claims 
“there isn't a dinner [he] can’t transpose into a burger.” 

Located where Tilley’s once stood, the restaurant 
opened last Friday and serves lunch and dinner every 
day but Sunday. “I’m shooting for a lot of lunch [busi- 
ness],” Kenney says. 

Although the eatery’s current menu is petite, much 
like the 4-ounce Baby Sky Burger it offers for a mere 
$5, diners can already order buns wrapped around five 
different kinds of flesh — classic ground beef, pulled 
pork, chicken, salmon and mahimahi. There's 
fire-roasted veggie burger topped with 
more roasted vegetables, too. 

Besides the burgers, Sky offers a few 
salads (which come with a beef patty 
for an extra $4); deep-fried "snacks,” 
such as chicken fingers and the mysteri- 
ously named “Squidly Stix"; and drinks 
galore. There are kid-friendly chocolate, 
vanilla and creme-caramel milkshakes, 
id grown-up beverages such as the Godiva 
liqueur-and-cayenne-laced Choccotini and the 
Sky High Ball, made with cranberry-pomegranate juice, 
vodka and Sprite Zero. A variety of brews come on tap 
and in the bottle, and 11 wines are available by the glass. 

Coming soon: a "burger brunch” from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., 
on Sunday, says Kenney. 



problem? The company 
committed “consumer fraud” 
by falsely labeling products 
with the state’s name. 

The court docket reads: 
"Some of the products 
of Russell Stover and 
Whitman's have borne the 
name ‘Vermont’ on their 
packaging — specifically 
Russell Stover's Vermont 
Ridge Pecan Roll and 
Whitman’s Vermont Fudge 
... None of the ingredients in 
these products is known to 
come from Vermont.” 

Although there are plenty 
of references to the pseudo- 
Vermont Fbdge on the web, 
the Russell Stover website 
appears to be in compliance: 
The product now appears 
there as "maple fudge." 

Wonder where they’re 
buying all that syrup... 


On February 14, Seven Days 
readers who receive the 
Merriam-Webster “word- 
of-the-day” were in for a 
surprise. 

As always, the proper use 
of the defined term — “dally,” 
in this case — was illustrated 
by a sentenc e. The sentence of 
the day came from a story by 
yours truly. It read: "There’s 
nothing like dallying with 
your sweetie at an exquisite 
restaurant on Valentine’s Day." 

The topic of the article, 
published on February 13, 
2008, was how tough it is 
for chefs to celebrate the 
holiday, since they’re invari- 
ably in the kitchen. 

The folks at Merriam- 
Webster must like Vermont. 
Just five days earlier, 
they used a line from the 
B rattleboro Reformer’s 
DIANNE LAMB to put the word 
"parsnip” in context. 
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SECRET 
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Coconut Oil 

Unrefined $6.99 (srp $11.39) 
Refined, $5.99 (srp $11.39) 


.lLi Whole Flaxseed 

Organic, 15 oz. 

_ $4.49 (srp $7.49) 

" 30% OFF SUPPLEMENTS 

(20% PLUS 10% Vn&min Discount Program)* 


Vermont Family Owned 8i Operated 

329 Harvest Lane, Williston, VT 05495 
802-876-1400 Between Williston Rd. (Rte. 2) 
u & Marshal] Ave. across from UPS 


PROVISIONS 


Canola Oil 

Organic, 16 oz. 
Refined, $5.29 (srp $7.49) 
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SAFETY PACKAGE 

| 1 Large 18” 1 topping Pizza | 

1 Dozen wings 

| 1-2 Liter Coke Product | 

save over $8 

| A $19.99 <&' | 

Available pick-up or Delivery only expires 02/28/10 



We take 

CARDS! 


We accept VISA and Mastercard 

Coffee Classes 

Come taste the coffees of the world , 
and learn about the characteristics, 
composition, flavor, and origin 
of each bean on Mondays at 6:30 pm. 

2/22 African Coffees 
3/1 Roast Varieties 

Classes are SS.00 each arid include ample 
amounts of coffee and a light snack. 
Stop by to sign up. 



UNCOMMON 
GROUNDS 
Coffee and Tea 


42 Church Street • Burlington 
802.865.6227 


50% off select retail items! 


Now 

Open! 

\mm 


r* PLACE*' 


American , Italian & Asian fare in 
an inviting bistro atmosphere. 


150 Dorset Street 
The Blue Mall 
South Burlington 
open daily n a.m. - 9 p.m. 
802-318-4855 


EXPLORE REGIONAL ITALIAN CUISINE AT 



.cue ST., BURLINGTON 

802.863.5200 

WWW.LAMANTE.COM 


8TH ANNUAL ITALIAN 
REGIONAL DINNER SERIES 


AVAILABLE MONDAY - THURSDAY 

3 COURSES FOR $32 

PER PERSON 

EXCLUDING TAX & GRATUITY 


FEBRUARY 15-18 

TRENTINO/ALTO ADIGE 

FEBRUARY 22 - 25 

PIEDMONT 


NOW OPEN AT 5:00 FOR DINNER 
MONDAY TO SATURDAY 


Super chef «r 3 b 

we’ve accomplished way more than I 
thought we would in the first month.” 

Plus, Clauss suggests, his impressive 
resume makes people gleeful aboutpick- 
ing apart his food. “I think we're under 
a bit of a microscope, given all the press 
we’ve been given and my background,” 
he says. “I think people are expecting a 
different atmosphere when they come 
in here. It’s a casual comfort-food res- 
taurant. We're not trying to change the 

Some local diners are happy the Planet 
isn't suddenly going haute. Emily Spence, 
who works at the nearby Community 
College of Vermont and has been a regu- 
lar for nearly 10 years is one of them. "It’s 
the place we get together after work to 
grab a drink,” she says. “1 love to check 
out the new art on the walls.” 


Corporation, agrees with Spence’s as- 
sessment. For years, he says, the Planet 
was his "burger and beer joint” of choice. 
“I almost never ate the entrees,” he rec- 
ollects. But a few years back, the service 
drove him away: “I felt like it dropped 
off ... I stopped going there.” 

Curiosity — and a personal connec- 
tion — brought Colfax back. "I read 
about the new chef, and it was a kid 1 
went to high school with,” he says. 

At that school in Vernon, N. J., Clauss 
and Colfax had neighboring lockers, 
though they weren’t particularly close. 
“He was a regular guy,” Colfax recalls. “I 
seem to remember that he was a pretty 
good artist. He didn’t have any ego.” 

Last week, Colfax returned to the 
Planet for the first time in several years. 
This time around, he was intrigued 
enough by the entrees to eschew his 
usual burger. “We had the gnocchi with 
duck confit. That was ridiculously good. 


WE RE NOTTRYING TD CHANGE THE IMAGE. 


CHEF MICHAEL CLAUSS 


And Spence doesn’t want to have 
to dress up to do it. “[The Planet] feels 
comfortable, and the quality of the food 
is really fresh and good,” she says. “I’m 
not going for micro-portion five-course 
meals that are really high end.” 

“Hearing about the new c hef coming, 
I didn’t expect thePlanet to be a different 
place,” she says. “I expected it to feel the 
same, and for the chef to put his mark on 
it.” And as far as she’s concerned, Clauss 
has “definitely been successful.” 

Spence describes Clauss’ menu as 
offering “a lot of things [that] are more 
appealing [than before]... There’s stuff 
that looks good to me that I wouldn’t 
normally try.” So far, she’s enjoyed the 
olive-cured tuna appetizer, a snazzy 
riff on a Nicoise salad that comes with 
chickpeas, roasted pepper, arugula and 
quail egg. The pork loin entree with 
homemade daikon sauerkraut was 
another hit. Now Spence is looking 
forward to trying a dish of polenta with 
Cabot clothbound cheddar, a seitan 
crackling and honey crisp apple. 

Brian Colfax, a financial analyst 
at the Vermont Student Assistance 




I was blown away,” he says. “I’m not a 
huge lamb fan, but I thought the lamb 
sausage [served with rigatoni, broc- 
colini, Parmesan and sage cream] was 
delicious.” Next time, if it's still on the 
menu, he’ll order the popular “Sloppy 
Joe,” tender Boyden Farm short-rib 
meat in a sweet barbecue sauce on 
toasted foccacia. 

Sitting in the bar of the Planet with 
a cup of coffee, five days after his rock- 
star moment at the Bocuse d'Or USA, 
Clauss admits, “As a competitor, it’s 
always a little disappointing when you 
don’t win.” 

But his loss could be the Planet’s 
gain. A month and a half into Clauss’ 
tenure, the kitchen is already turning 
out perfectly seasoned food made with 
excellent local ingredients. Aside from 
the occasional lengthy wait, a critic’s 
only complaint might be that some of 
the well-executed fare on the menu is 
a touch ordinary. The broiled veal chop 
with mashed sweet potatoes, Seckel 
pear slices and maple butter is delicious 
but unsurprising. The house-made fries 
are entirely commonplace. 

That small complaint may soon be a 
thing of the past. Now that Bocuse d’Or 
USA is over and his kitchen staff has 
coalesced, Clauss is preparing to make 
a few changes to the menu and, most 











importantly, to offer more daily spe- 
cials. “We have five or six a night, and 
I’d like to do more once we get a little 
more comfortable with the menu," he 
says. “I’ve been working hard to offer 
seafood you can’t get anywhere else, 
like St. Lawrence smelts." Local lamb 
sweetbreads and rabbit have shown up 
as meat specials. 'We’re trying to get 
exotic things, because specials should 
be special,” Clauss says. 

The chef’s enthusiasm about his 
new job could be a good omen for the 
Planet's future. “I think the quality of 
the products we’re [using] is as good 
as any restaurant in Vermont,” he says. 
“Everything about [the Planet] is fun.” 

That includes its superhero connec- 
tion. Though Clauss wasn't hired for 
being faster than a speeding bullet, he 
shows himself game to tackle a threat to 
Metropolis’ safety during our interview, 
when he suddenly notices an unoccu- 
pied car rolling backward down Center 
Street toward busy College 

Without 

the door of the 
bar, leaps into 
the moving 
and 

park. Then 
he jogs back 

tinue chatting. 

"Chefs have to 

everything," he says 
casually, and takes an- 
other sip of his coffee. (D 
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food 


As the Planet Turns 


For nearly three decades, an iconic eatery has changed with Burlington 




brandy sauce or red wine 
reduction. Duck breast and 
fresh fish made regular 
appearances. 

Global flavors were im- 
portant, too. One lunch menu 
from 1983 included Polish 
pierogi, Mediterranean 
Chicken Salad, Japanese 
Noodle Salad, burritos and 
Hunan Wok Vegetables. At the 
time, "there weren’t Chinese 
restaurants on every comer. 

There weren't Thai restau- 
rants everywhere,” explains 
Kate Hays, who was co-head 
chef at the Planet from 1986 
to 1992, along with Sandy 
Morris. Offering such unusual 
dishes allowed displaced city 
folks to get a taste of home, 
and Vermonters to sample in- 
gredients they’d never seen. 

Hays came to her Planet gig 
from Boston, where northern 
Italian and Mediterranean 
food were all the rage. She wanted to 
work there in part because the restau- 
rant “looked like the coolest thing ever,” 
she recalls. Although it was her first 
time as head chef, she didn't feel out of 


ft#**, 


... to be ahead of the 

Formeremployee 
Ed Beckwith, who 
worked at the 
Planet for 21 years in 
numerous positions, 
says Hays’ strategy 

probably the best restau- 
rant in Vermont when she 
was chef.” He recalls a San 
Francisco couple who came to 
the Pi anet with low expectations. 
“We’re restaurant people, and this 
is a revelation,” he remembers them 
saying. “We’re amazed that this is as 
good as anything we've ever had.” 

As exciting as the food was for the 
time, Hays says a big part of the Planet 
experience for her was the tight-knit 
relationships of owners and staff. “We 
were family. It was a 24/7 thing,” she 


I t was 1982, and Clem Nilan, Jack 
Hurley and Ken Russack — then 
owners of Sneakers Bistro — were 
trying to come up with a name for 
their new Queen Cit)' restaurant. The 
Center Street eatery would be close 
to the newly built Nickelodeon movie 
theater and the offices of the Burlington 
Free Press in a building that once housed 
a printing press. The trio wanted a name 
that gave a sense of its location and 
history. 

One morning, Nilan and two friends 
were brainstorming at Sneakers when a 
patron piped up, “You’re calling it The 
Daily Planet?" 

“It was a total fluke,” says Nilan, who 
claims that name had never come up in 
their conversations. But with visions of 
Christopher Reeve as the Man of Steel 
fresh in people’s minds, it just felt right 
to find a restaurant called The Daily 
Planet within yelling distance of a news- 
paper office and a multiplex. 

Within a few years, The Planet would 
be considered one of the best restaurants 
in Burlington, and possibly in the whole 
state. But the owners’ original 


intentions were humble. “We wanted a 
place our friends could come, and not 
just on special occasions,” says Nilan. 
“We weren't trying to be high falutin’ in 
any way.” 

Nonetheless, with the California flair 
of original chef Mimi Frey and an em- 
phasis on fresh, local ingredients more 
than two decades before that became 
trendy, the restaurant quickly turned 
into a downtown hot spot 

Menus from the early days demon- 
strate a host of seemingly incompatible 
influences. One was healthy hippie fare. 
Planet salads came with sprouts and 
cottage cheese, tofu and tempeh were 
menu regulars, and dishes had names 
such as Earth Pasta and Salad Cluster. 
Nilan recalls: “It was the first restaurant 
in Burlington where there was brown 

But customers who didn’t dig kale 
could find plenty of cuisine that was more 
haute — especially for Vermont in those 
days. At dinner, French bread came with 
watercress spread. The Planet offered a 
pate and cheese plate, and pieces of filet 
mignon — called Celestial Medallions 
— were served with a choice 
of garlic butter, 
mushroom 


says. “There were 
bumpy times in the 
beginning, but when 
we got in the groove, 
we were together." 

In January' 1992, 
the original owners 
sold the restaurant 
to Copey Houghton. After that, Hays says, 
the vibe “changed drastically.” Like many 
restaurant staffers in the go-go era of the 
’80s and early ’90s, the Planet crew had 
always partied hard. Beckwith recalls ar- 
riving at the restaurant in the morning to 
find people passed out in the bar. 

But, says Hays, “I think it became 
wilder when the family aspect was 
gone.” She left partway through that year 
and, along with Sandy Morris, started a 
catering company called Global Bites. 
(Hays is now the sole owner of Dish 
catering.) 

Unlike Hurley, Russack and Nilan, 
Houghton was an out-of-towner when 
he took over at the Planet. “I [moved] 
up from Martha’s Vineyard. I was run- 
ning three restaurants down there, and 
I was looking for a restaurant up here,” 
he explains. Hurley, who happened to be 
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(802) 846-9525 || www.ChrisvonTrapp.com 
Coldwell Banker Hickok& Boardman Realty 


ATV and hiking trails nearby. Potential site to 


Call Michelle Gray 

(802)846-9536 1| www.GrayVermont.com 
Coldwell Banker Hickok& Boardman Realty 




Call Michelle Gray 

(802)846-9536 1| www.GrayVermont.com 
Coldwell Banker Hickok& Boardman Realty 


2424 sq.ft. 4-BR, 2-BA. living room, dining room. 

5189,000. Visit websit ' ' " 

listing #696876 for mi 


Crossvllle Realty Inc. 
931-707-0393 




CARS/TRGCKS 


1997 CADILLAC 
ELDORADO STS 


18 MPG city. 28 MPG 


2001 SUBARU OB LTD 


1999 VW JETTA $3650 

B02-999-0076. 


2001 HONDA ODYSSEY 

$5000. 802-735-7241. 


Take on winter in this 2007 HYUNDAI 

mal 5 L/4 AW | ) Sed f " W/ VERACRUZ SE 
o., sunroof. Proceeds ^ passenger. 1 


2006 CADILLAC 

lightning" paint, heate 
dings. $16,995/080. 


14K.S26.000/0B0. 

802-598-8303. 



Get Your Ducks in a Row! 


100% financing available for home purchases with NO monthly PMI. 

If you've got good credit, I have a mortgage for you. V 

Kelly Deforge “YlU Suavc — I 

654-7896 x 16 

Email: kdeforge@umc123.com FH A, VA, VHFA and 100% financing programs 









FOR SALE BY OWNER 

List your property here for 2 weeks for only $45! Contact Ashley 864-5684, fsbo@sevendaysvt.ci 


List your property here 
for 2 weeks for only $45! 
Contact Ashley 864-5684, 
fsbo@sevendaysvt.com 








'/‘e /hie wine, 
QJtmtei) /A we/t/i t/ie wait. . 


Sales Center Open Sunday 2/21 l-3pra 



Condos For Sale 


655.3335 

StratosVT.com 


1 | IT, RoosiveilHwy Su 210. 




(D 

buy this 
stuff 


5 PETS[n«i| 


u &one black. Litter 

CHINESE SHAR-PEI 

in AKC. all shots. Very 


FREE CATS 


SPORTS 

EQUIPMENT 

SPA COVER DELUXE 
BRAND NEW 


STRAIGHT SKIES 

K2TRC 190cm w/ 9.0 

BRAND NEW BURTON 
SNOWBOARD 



WANTTO BUY 


BANDS/ 

MUSICIANS 


FORMING 8LUES.RI 


teak brown. 77.25’ X 88" 


foam core. Sells $399. 
asking S249/0B0. 802- 






TREVOR HALL TICKET 


318-5034. 




FDR SALE 

'96 YAMAHA YAS-62 
ALTO SAX 


lacquer 99% intact. 2 


PIANO INSTRUCTION 

STUDIO/ 

REOEARSAE 

MAKING A CD? MAKE IT 


March 9, 2010. a party 






HOME RECORDING 


$600 /OBO. 802-863- 


INSTRUCTION 

ANDY'S MOUNTAIN 



GUITAR INSTRUCTION 


GUITAR SCHOOL OF 
VERMONT 


ACT 250 NOTICE 
MINOR APPLICATION 
10 V.S.A. §§ 6001-6092 


application A4C0927R-5 

The Project is located off 

under Act 250 Rule 




GUITAR INSTRUCTION 


UVM & Middlebury 
College faculty). Info: 


Parties entitled to 


the office listed below. 

"Act 250 Database." se- 




E/ peter.keibel@state. 


MUSIC LESSONS 

25 yrs. exp. Friendly. 




thority. 65 Main Street 
Burlington. VT 05401 

until 2pm on March 9th, 


fee of $100.00/setnon- 


Blueprints Etc., 20 Farrell 
Street #101. South Burl- 
ington. VT 05403 

Plans &. Specifications 

thority. 65 Main Street 
Burlington. VT 05401 


Burlington. VT 05403 
A Bid Security of 5% 






Authority 

(802) 864-0538 ext 224 
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Be here 


now 


Sign up for NOTES ON THE WEEKEND, 
our email newsletter, for an update that directs 
you to great shows, restaurants, 
staff picks and discounts for the weekend. 
We'll also keep you posted on SEVEN DAYS 
events and contests. 

sevendaysvt.com 


►SEVEN DAYS 




OTES ' 

NTHE X 
'EEKEND 



55|B Burlington 
8j!s College 


DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT & ALUMNI RELATIONS 

Burlington College, an independent college emphasizing the dynamic re- 
lationship between education and experience, is seeking an experienced 
Director of Development and Alumni Relations. Reporting directly to 
the President, the individual in this position will be responsible for all 
aspects of fundraising and development for the college, including donor 


ipital campaign planning ar 
results. Requiremen 


:rsight. 


ontact: Christine Plunkett, Vice President of Administration and 
nance, Burlington College, 95 North Ave., Burlington, VT 05401. 
Email: Cplunkett@burlington.edu. No phone calls, please. 
Deadline for submissions: March 1, 2010. 

AA/EOE 


ECHO Lake Aquarium and Science Center, 
located at the Leahy Center for Lake 
Champlain on Burlington's waterfront, seeks 
a creative, upbeat individual to serve as 
its Public Education Coordinator. The 
Public Education Coordinator has primary 
responsibility for designing and coordinating 
the delivery of exceptional daily experiences 
and programs to ECHO'S family and public fo« A i?«« raAunfiS 
audiences. The position includes performing 
regularly for large public audiences, training 
and supervising volunteer, intern and staff educational 
interpreters, and managing systems and materials related 
to public programming. The pubic education coordinator is 
required to work regular weekend and holiday shifts as part of 
a 40-hour/week schedule. 

The ideal candidate will have strong stage presence, 
experience using technology to enhance educational 
programming and experience supervising educational 
interpreters. The successful candidate must have a bachelor's 
degree in ecology, biology, science education or a 
related field, minimum 3 years experience designing and 
implementing educational programs, and strong public- 
speaking and communication skills. 


jobs@echovermont.org with Public Education 
Coordinator in the subject field. You also can 
apply via "snail" mail at ECHO - Public Education 
Coordinator Job Search, One College St., Burlington, 
VT 05401. For a detailed job description, visit our 
website at www.echovermont.org. The deadline for 
applications is March 8, 2010. EOE. 
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New England 
Federal Credit Union 


Full-Time Teller Position Available 

Pearl Street, Essex Junction 

Hours: Monday-Thursday-8:15-5: IS , : Friday - & 15-6:15 ; 
one Saturday per month at Harvest Lane. 


able demeanor, have effective communicatwo skils, be detailed and knowledgea We with computers a 
eCash handling and customer service experience requited. 

Part-Time Teller Position Available 

Pearl Street, Essex Junction 

Part-time hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday -11: 00-430: 
Wednesday -1200-4:30, Friday-1030-6M 


HiKJ enjoy: on emphyer-ol-d/oke dritirKtian with timmoreraging /ess than 10%. More then 96% aim 165 naff 
say NLFGJistr great pkKeto\mk(2009Ane<KilStaftSurveyl. IfyoubebereyoahawthequalifKatms to contribute to 
frits environment pleoseserd your resume and rover letter to HBgnetai.am. 


Join our 

employee family* 

£ Competitive Wages 
sj. Generous Discount 

# The BEST Customers 
& Co-workers 
<£t Energetic Culture 

GARDENER'S SUPPLY WAREHOUSE: 

5 New England Drive, 

Essex Junction, VT 05452 
Job Hotline: 660-3J0B 

We have SEASONAL positions 
through June 1 1 


www.gardeners.com 

Ar Download our job application TODAY and bring the completed form to our job fair! 


AARDENEl^k 

SUPPLY COMPANY VF 

Seasonal 
Warehouse Jobs 

Spring Job Fair 

3:00-5:30 PM 
Wednesday, February 24 



Spirit Delivery is looking 
for drivers with a clean 
driving record to drive non- 
CDL 26' straight trucks. 
Experience with home 
delivery required. Pay ranges 
between $100-$115 per day. 

Must be able to pass drug 
and background check. 

(802) 338-9048 


TELEVISION STUDIO 
PRODUCTION 


for live studio production. Must 
thrive in fast-paced, high- 
pressure, team situation. Video/ 

sxsx 

reliability are essential. Shift is 
Monday through Friday, starting 
at 4:30 AM. Send resume to 
jobs@wcax.com. 


v 

CARI 


The Association of Africans Living 
in Vermont is hiring a full-time 
"ftogram Specialist The "Program 
Specialist wilt coordinate specific 
ongoing and. new projects related 
to jab skills devclapment and 
employment and their associated 
workplans, logistics, resources and 
outreach, strategies. The "Program 
Specialist will also devote a 
substantial portion of his/her time 
to helping witkQ&LVInterpret, the 
association's interpretation and 
translation service. 


or inperson at 72 North 
Champlain Street, "Burlington, 
Vermont No phone calls, please 
If selected /or an interview, yen 
will be contacted. 73rsition remains 
open until Ailed. 
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The University of Ve 




This full tin*. TEMPORARY po 


tan bto use available UVM/FAHC ns 


position will reside at the VCCYF facility at 

SSSMfflbBfflBtSSS?* 


: iSSSBS'SntS"™ 4 




lgWmdows Servers 
SQL or similar da 
letter andresume to Daniel Waher@uvmedu No phone calls, pi 


South Burlington School District 


Evening Shift Custodial Supervisor 

South Burlington High School 

The South Burlington High School is looking for individuals 
interested in supervising its evening shift custodial staff. 
Previous supervisory experience and strong interpersonal skills 

necessary tasks. Applicants must have the ability to perform 
heavy lifting, strenuous physical tasks, and organization of staff 
and tasks. A full understanding of equipment and building 

of proper floor care. Applicants must have the ability to 

The South Burlington School District offers an excellent benefit 
package. 

This position will remain open until filled and all qualified 
candidates must have a high school diploma or general 
education degree (GED). 

Interested applicants may forward their resume and three 
current references to: Diane Kinnon, Human Resource 
Department, South Burlington School District, 

550 Dorset Street, South Burlington, VT 05403, 
or apply at www.sbschools.net. EOE 


FAMILY RESOURCE 
COORDINATOR 

30 hours/week 

Family support organization 
seeks skilled professional for the 
Children's Integrated Services/ 

Early Intervention program in Chittenden County. Will conduct 
home visits, assist in the development and coordination of 
early intervention service plans, and communicate with 
multiple agencies and school districts. Candidates should have 
a bachelor's degree or equivalent experience; knowledge 
of family-centered care, early childhood development and 
community resources for families with young children; strong 
communication skills; and family experience with a child with 
special needs. 

Submit cover letter and resume to HR, Vermont Family Net- 
work, 600 Blair Park Rd., Suite 240, Williston, VT 05495, or 
email HR@vtfn.org. EOE. 



support ■ Infor 


Vermont 

Family 

Network 



» I 

EMBROIDERY OPERATOR 

Select Design has an immediate opening in our embroidery 
department. Experience is preferred, but will train the right 
candidate. We are a creative company that rewards those who 
bring a little heart and soul to their work and a commit- 
ment to be part of our evolution. Join our team in providing 
custom apparel to clients such as Pepsi, Magic Hat, Timber- 
land and B&J's. Competitive salary based on experience and 
abilities. Benefits include 401(k), profit sharing, health and 
dental plans. 


Interested applicants are asked to apply at: 
Select Design, Ltd. 

208 Flynn Avenue, Burlington, VT 05401 

www.selectdesign.com 



New, 

local, 

scam- 

free 

jobs 

posted 

every 

day! 


sevendaysvt. 

com/classifieds 
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Join Us! 

The Global Leader In Online 
IVIarketing Solutions For The 
Automotive Industry Is Hiring 



HOSPICE NURSING: A benefited, part- to full-time 
opening providing home visits is available, as well as per 
diem shifts. Experience with oncology and/or terminal care 
is necessary, as well RN licensure. 

COMMUNITY HEALTH NURSING: A full-time, 

day opening for an RN to provide home visits for adults in 
need of short-term rehabilitative care. Per diem shifts are 
also available. 

ADULT/PEDIATRIC HIGH TECH NURSING: 

Flexible per diem shifts are available for RNs or LPNs- 
days, evenings and/or overnights! 


Li 


SITING NURSE ASSOCIATION 


United States' 

Census 

2010 

APPLY NOW! 

Recruiting Assistants, Clerks, 
Census Takers AND MORE! 

Flexible hours & paid training 
Must be U.S. Citizen and 

Call TODAY 

1 - 866 - 861-2010 




Director of Membership Sales 

Lake Champlain Regional Chamber of Commerce: 

Primary responsibilities include selling new memberships 
and promoting member benefits. Candidates should possess 
significant direct sales skills. Experience with event planning 
is a plus. 


Please send resume to: 

Lake Champlain Regional Chamber of Commerce 
Attn: Michelle Little 
email: michelle@vermont.org 
fax: 863-1538 
www.vermont.org 

Lake Champlain Regional 
Chamber of Commerce 


I^IFIetcher/CSI 

Better Decisions Through Insightful Intelligence 1 " 

Fletcher/CSI, a global leader in competitive intelligence, is seeking Analysts/ Consultants 

Competitive Intelligence Research Analysts: We are seeking individuals with experience in 
compiling and analyzing research materials to develop comprehensive consultation reports for clients. 
Candidates should have strong data-collection, analysis, report-writing, editing and proofreading 
skills, and be capable of creating presentations for top-level executives. Positions in our strategy- 
consulting, health care and information-technology divisions are available. Candidates with a 
background in business research and an interest in competitive intelligence are encouraged to apply. 
College degree required, 2+ years professional work experience preferred. 

Pharmaceutical/Healthcare Strategies Analysts: We excel in analysis for the pharmaceutical 
and health care industries to support clients' strategic and tactical decision making. We are 
seeking analysts to join our Healthcare Strategies division. The selected candidates will be responsible 
for data collection and analysis, working alone and as part of a team of other analysts and medical 
professionals. Our clients consist of major domestic and international pharmaceutical, biotech and 
medical-device companies. 

Sr. Analyst - Health Information Technologies: The Research Analyst in this position will be 
asked to conduct primary and secondary research. This includes in-depth, customized Diagnostic 
Benchmarking telephone interviews along with Voice of Customer (VOC) telephone interviews. It is 
expected that the analyst in this position will produce accurate research, demonstrate strong verbal 
and written communication skills, organizational skills and telephone interviewing skills. He or she 
will be expected to adhere to project deadlines, work effectively with Practice heads/research 
managers, present / lead update calls with clients and demonstrate industry knowledge, business 
concept knowledge, and research methodology expertise. All resumes must be accompanied by a 
r letter. 

lan Resources Specialist: Coordinates projects and implements employee compensation, 
training and benefit programs including communications. Participates in developing new policies, 
procedures and programs. Supports HR activities and programs such as staffing, compensation, 
benefits, training and safety. Answers employee questions about human resources policies and 
procedures. 3-5 years of HR experience. 

:r describing applicable skills and work 
Please submit resume and cover letter to Hiring@fletchercsi.com. 
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FLETCHER ALLEN AND YOU 



CASE MANAGEMENT 
Opportunities 


HT 

PERFECT TOGETHER 


Part-time RN Case Manager positions 

• 16 hours/week, Monday & Tuesday 

• 20 hours/week, Weekends 

Temporary RN Case Manager positions 

• Full-time, Monday - Friday 

• Part-time, 20 hours/week 

Full-time Clinical Review Assistant 

• Some medical background 

• Familiarity with medical terminology 
ond records, 3rd-party payors, utilization 


Apply at www.FletcherAllen.org 

We are an Equal Opportunity Employer M/F/D/V- 



Physical Therapist & 
Occupational Therapist 

Are you looking for an exciting career, that gives you the 
opportunity to work in a state-of-the-art long term care facility 
with an award winning team? 

Woodridge Nursing Home may have just what you are looking 
for! We provide flexibility with your schedule, generous 
compensation, individualized resident care programs, and 
top-notch rehabilitative care. 

We are currently seeking a Full time Physical Therapist and a 
Part time Occupational Therapist to join our team. 

These positions require a graduate of an accredited PT or OT 
program and VT licensure. 1 -2 years of extended care 
experience is preferred. 

We encourage qualified candidates to visit our website and 
apply online at WWW CVITIC. OTg or call us at 
802-371-4493 for more information 

COME SEE WHAT WE HA VE TO OFFER!! 

C7 Central Vermont Medical Center 

Equal Opportunity Employer 


CHAMPLAIN VALLEY HEAD START < 


COUNTY SUPERVISOR (Addison County): Responsibilities 
include staff supervi sion; managementofcurnculum,lessonplans, 
child outcomes assessment, and child health and family data, 
file reviews, recruitment and enrollment activities, management 
of program budgets, resources, community partnerships, 
accreditation and licensing projects. Qualifications: bachelor's 
degree in early childhood education, special education, or 
related field, 3 to 5 years relevant work experience; supervision 
expenence. Knowledge and expenence in developmental^ 
appropnate early childhood practice; child outcome assessment, 
child behavior management; cumculum planning, development 
and implementation 40 hours/week, 43 weeks/year $18.25/ 
hour. Health plan and excellent benefits. 

Successful applicants must have excellent verbal and wntten 
communication skills; skills in documentation and record- 
keeping; proficiency in MS Word, email and Internet; exceptional 
organizational skills and attention to detail. Must be energetic, 
positive, mature, professional, diplomatic, motivated and have 
a can-do, extra-mile attitude. A commitment to social justice 
and to working with families with limited financial resources 
is necessary. Clean driving record and access to reliable 
transportation required. Must demonstrate physical ability 
to carry out required tasks People of color, and from diverse 
cultural groups especially encouraged to apply. Please submit 
resume and cover letter with three work references by email to 
pbehrman@cvoeo.org. No phone calls, please 
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ATTENTION RECRUITERS: 


POST YOUR JOBS AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM/JOBS FOR FAST RESULTS. 
OR, CONTACT MICHELLE BROWN: MICHELLE@SEVENDAYSVT.COM 


Full-time postition in a 
compounding pharmacy 

in South Burlington, Vt. 
Work hours, Monday- 
Friday 9:30 a m. -5:30 
p,m. No weekends or 
holidays. Need good 
customer service 
skills. Will train specific 
prescription compounding 
skills. Pharmacy 
experience helpful but not 
required. Prefer someone 
with a bachelor's degree in 
a health science area. 



recruiting? 

CONTACT MICHELLE: 


Custom Prescription 
Shoppe 

42 Timber Lane 
So. Burlington, VT 05403 
scott@customrxshop.com 


865-1020 x21 

michelle®sevendaysvt.com 

SEVEN DAYS 


Executive Assistant 


United Professions AFT Vermont, AFL-CIO, is looking for an 
Office Manager to complete our team. She/he will oversee 
all operations for the office, including general administration, 
database maintenance, project coordination, correspondence 
and communication, financial reporting and basic AP/AR. 
She/he will serve as the Executive Assistant to the President 
and will provide support to elected leaders of the UP Council, 
board and staff. 

Bachelor’s degree and five years relevant experience 
preferred. Successful candidate will be self-directed, proactive 
and organized. Women and people of color are strongly 
encouraged to apply (EOE). Excellent salary and benefits. 

Please mail or fax a letter of interest, resume and three 
references to President Jennifer Henry, United Professions 
AFT Vermont, PO Box 948, Burlington, VT 05402. 

Fax: 802-658-7673. 


Sales - Online Media 
National Account Executive 

Develop national online media accounts 


Get If 

Educated.com 

s for GetEducated.com, the 


preeminent consumer watchdog group that rates, ranks, and verifies the cost, 
quality and credibility of online colleges. 


Skills: 

Success in phone sales / marketing 
Easy phone rapport 
Exceptional client care 

Knowledge of CPI, CPM, CPL, Internet sales metrics 



Finance Manager/ 
Bookkeeper 

Local Motion seeks an 
accounting professional to 
manage complex nonprofit 
fund accounting in QuickBooks. 
Budget: $700,000: staff of 1 5. 
Required: QuickBooks exp.; 

4 years nonprofit accounting 
exp.; ability to create systems 
to handle growth of 25%/year; 
ability to take full charge of 
financial statements. Interest in 
Local Motion's mission a plus. 
32 hours/week with benefits; 
potential for fulltime. 

Charlene Wallace 
charlene@localmotion.org 
1 Steele St. Suite 103 
Burlington, VT 05401 

Local Motion promotes people- 
powered transportation and 
recreation for a healthy and 
vibrant Vermont. Founded 
in 1999, our membership 
organization is going through 


Vermont, trail development, bike 
ferry service, ourTrailside Center, 


'LOCAL 

ttOTlgN) 


Senior 

Applications 

Engineer 



I Aurora North 
I Software, Inc. (www. 

I auroranorthsoftware.com), 
I a Burlington, Vt-based 
I software development 
I & consulting company 
I seeks applications 
I engineers interested in 
I rapidly advancing their 
I skill sets using the latest MS 
I technologies to develop 
I and implement core 
I systems at some of the 
I country's most prestigious 
I law firms. Projects include 
I product integration, 

I workflow processing, 

I business intelligence, and 
I SharePoint development. 

I Requirements: solid .NET 
I development experience, 

I familiarity with C# and 
I VB.net, and expert use of 
I MS development tools. 

If you have a passion for 
perpetual improvement, 
enjoy a diversity of projects 
and autonomy, ana play 
well with others, we'd love 
to hear from you. Please 
send your resume and 
cover letter to: careers® 
auroranorthsoftware.com. 


lflfORH-ERORfl-HORflE ARID 
ORI-SITE DRTR COEEEETIORIS 
SPECIHEIST 


ICF International [NASDAQ:ICFI], a global professional services firm, partners with government 
and commercial clients to deliver professional services and technology solutions in energy and 
climate change; environment and infrastructure; health, human services and social programs; and 
homeland security and defense markets. Since 1 9S9. ICF has been serving government at all levels, 
major corporations and multilateral institutions. More than 3,500 employees serve these clients 
worldwide. ICF's website is www.icfi.com. 

ICF International is looking for talented individuals to work either from home collecting survey data by 
telephone, or on-site at our Burlington location. 

If you understand the demands required of a customer service position, possess an associate's 
degree or 5 years related work experience demonstrating a solid work record, are self-directed and 
able to work with minimal supervision we would like to discuss career opportunities with you. 

At-home Specialists will need to have a PC [sorry. Macs are not compatible], access to high-speed 
Internet, and a quiet/ appropriate place to work at home. 

Customer service experience, especially in a call center environment is strongly preferred. 

Attendance at a 2-day training event and 4 work shifts in our Burlington. VT call center required for 
those selected for work-from-home positions. The positions offer a starting rate of pay of $1 1 .00/hr. 

ICF International offers an excellent benefits package, an award-winning talent development program, 
and fosters a highly skilled, energized and empowered workforce. You will find the work-from-home 
and on-site Data Collection Specialist position at http://jobopps.icfi.com. Please create a Profile and 
upload your resume into ICFs Global Career Center 

ICF International is an Equal Opportunity and Affirmative Action Employer [M/F/D/V], 
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Program 

Manager 

CarShare Vermont seeks 
a Program Manager 
who will have 3+ years 
of relevant management 
experience within the 
environmental, plan- 
ning, transportation, 
and/or social entrepre- 
neurship field(s), and 
the ability to enhance 
the effectiveness and 
visibility of our young 
organization. 

For a complete job 
description, visit 

www.carsharevt.org/jobs. 


//# 

^canshare 

Vermont 


Lecturer, Print Journalism 

State University of New York, College at Plattsburgh 


New, 

local, 

scam- 

free 

jobs 

posted 

every 

day! 

sevendaysvt. 

com/classifieds 


HI 

man suk of IT 


IT Systems/Network Security Tech 

Engineer group 

The Tech Group, the human side of IT, 

' is looking for an IT systems/network 
! security engineer to add to its growing 
j team of professionals. Ideally this 
[ candidate will have a minimum 
! of 5 years, field experience. < 

Microsoft Windows Server, 

I Exchange Server, Cisco, VMware 
and Citrix certifications are preferred but not mandatory 
for this position. The Tech Group offers a competitive 
salary with health, dental, vacation and a company match II 
retirement package. We also provide our engineers with HI 
certified, professionally instructed course study to furtheril 
their career development and attain their certifications. 

This individual must be a hands-on, customer relations 
conscious self-starter, motivated in becoming a 
contributing member of our IT team. Please email 
resumes to: dboera@tgvt.net. 


HUBER+SUHNER 

i 

Customer Service 
Representative 


a primary Interface between HUBER+SUHNER,lnc.our 


OLjlIfKariora^BA or Asiodatei Degree In Builnau. Engineering. 




1 
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ATTENTION RECRUITERS: 


POST YOUR JOBS AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM/JOBS FOR FAST RESULTS. 
OR, CONTACT MICHELLE BROWN: MICHELLE@SEVENDAYSVT.COM 





Seeking. . . exceptional individuals with a desire to transform lives and but d 
brighter lutuies by sharing hope with others, and making every 


© 



'Community Recovery Specialist 
25 hours BA preferred 

Provide specific, individualized, and goal oriented sen/ices in 
the community to assist a consumer in developing skills and 
social supports necessary to promote recovery. 25 tour 
weekly schedule organized in collaboration with Shared Living 
Provider in Orwell, Vermont Excellent written and verbal 
skills, flexibility, and the ability to work well in both a team 
environment as well as one-on-one with individual client in 
the community. Valid driver's license and appropriate 
insurance required. 

Please visit our website for more information. 
www.rmhsecn.org EOE. S02-775-238I 



There's no such thing 
as the perfect job. 


There is, however, the 
perfect career for you. 


Aflac. 


: currently has opportunities throughout \fermont. If you are 
js and success driven, with an entrepreneurial mindset, please 
email your cover letter and resume to Mike Ryan at 


Lamoille Community Connections is a designated provider of 
developmental and mental health services, now celebrating 40+ years 
of services to the Lamoille County community. We currently have the 
following opportunities available: 

Shared Living Provider 

Lamoille Community Connections is seeking a Shared Living 
Provider for a 28-year-old man who enjoys outdoor activities and 
staying busy. The ideal candidate would provide a home in the 
Lamoille County area without children. The Home Provider must 
be willing to provide a high level of supervision and support. The 
ability to be a strong team player is required. Generous stipend and 
team support provided to the right person(s). 

Shared Living Provider 

Are you looking to make a difference in someone's life? Lamoille 
Community Connections has the perfect opportunity. We are a 
dynamic team looking for a new member to join us as a home 
provider for a gentleman who requires physical assistance. We are 
searching for a home in the Lamoille County area with providers 
who are active in the community. A quiet home with a bedroom 
and bathroom is required. 

Transitional Specialist 

Lamoille Community Connections has an immediate opening for a 
Transitional Specialist. The job duties for the Transitional Specialist 
include transitioning the client from VSH to a Lamoille Community 
Connections Residential facility. The ideal candidate will have the 
ability to provide counseling for social skills around getting along 
with others, impulse control and emotional regulation skills; IDDT 
for health and substance use in remission; and other Evidence- 
Based Practices. Case management outreach and supported 
employment in addition to working as a team member with 
residential staff are required. This job's funding is contingent on a 
specific client staying out of VSH. The job may be terminated if the 
client fails to stay in Lamoille County or if this high-level support 
is deemed unnecessary. A bachelor's degree in Psychology or a 
related field is required. 


Send application to: Director of Human Resources, LCC, 72 
Harrel St., Morrisville, VT 0S661 or email to janem@lamoille.org. 
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Position: Farm Educator 

Responsibilities: This is an education position that involves teaching hands- 
on formal and informal farm activities offered to public program participants 
five days a week, including at least one weekend day. Additional job 
responsibilities include farm chores, shutde wagon tractor driving, gardening 
support, special event support, helping in youth volunteers supervision and 
general guest services. 

Note: The work week is 5 days (1 day being a weekend day) 

Qualifications: Applicants should be enrhusiasdc about education and 
agriculture, have excellent communication skills, have a valid drivers 
license, be able to lift 50 pounds and be able to work weekends. Experience 
in educadon is preferred. Experience in agriculture is not as essential as 
experience in education, as specific training will be provided. 

To apply, send cover letter and resume to Keely Deutsch via email 
at kdeutsch@shelburnefarms.org or by mail to Shelburne Farms, 
1611 Harbor Rd., Shelburne, VT, 05482, Attn: Keely Deutsch. 


Facilities Manager > 

We need a manager to perform custodial, main- 
tenance, repairs and mechanical systems monitoring 
duties at the Vermont History Center facilities in Barre. 

Candidate needs a working knowledge of comput- 
erized HVAC systems, custodial and building main- 
tenance practices and materials. Full-time, permanent 
position with comprehensive benefits. Please send cover 
letter and resume to: 

Kelly Carbo, Dir. of Finance & Operations 
Vermont Historical Society 
60 Washington Street 
Barre, VT 05641 

kelly.carbo@state.vt.us HISTORICAL 

Sc View job description at wu 




Veterinary Technician 


\ /ergennes 

Full-time Position 


A great opportunity for professional development 
exists in ourtechnical department. Responsibilities 
include ongoing client education and communication, 
anesthetic induction and maintenance, surgical 
assistance, review and execution of all medical 
treatment plans. Excellent teamwork and 
communication skills are absolute requirements. 
Credentials and experience preferred; on- site training 
forthe right candidate. Pay is competitive and based 
on experience; full benefit package. 



is Anirr 


10 Main Street 
Vergennes, VT 05491 
vergennesah(p)comcast.r 


pita I 


ADMINISTRATIVE 

ASSISTANT 


Administrative Assistant supports the Office Manager and generally 
candidate is well organized, personable, flexible and a team player, 
salary history to jobs@ksvc.com. We will respond to qualified 

KELLIHEH.'ff VOLK 

NYC | BOS | BVT 

www.ksvc.com | 212 Battery St.. Burlington. VT 05401 


New, 

local, 

scam- 

free 

jobs 

posted 

every 

day! 

sevendaysvt. 

com/classifieds 
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TASTE OF THE KINGDOM 

Enjoy locally grown food and Mardi Gras inspirations as part of 
this fundraising dinner to benefit Green Mountain Farm-to-School 
Foundation. 



WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 24th 



in the Jay Peak International Room 

5pm Cocktails & Wine 
6pm Sampling of local dishes from 

$40 for advance tickets M $60 at the 

PART OF THE JAY PEAK MARDI GRAS WEEK 

To buy tickets in advance, contact Jay Peak Customer Service 
at 802.327.2289 or customerservice@jaypeakresort 


food 



Houghton’s 
Burlington real 

estate agent, offered the Planet pending 
his partners’ approval, though it wasn't 
officially on the market. 

“What’s most intriguing to me is 
how unique The Daily Planet is,” says 
Houghton. “That’s the part I’ve fallen 
in love with over the years. I’ve had to 
mold myself to fit it.” 


MORE THAN 
TWO DECADES 
BEFORE THAT 
BECAME TRENDY. 


Hays’ sister and fellow Planet em- 
ployee, Anne Taylor, stuck around 
through the change of ownership, work- 
ing both the front and back of the house 
"on and off for 15 years,” she says. "I've 
hostessed; I’ve bartended; I’ve been 
the head chef. I was the person Copey 
would call in a pinch.” 

And, with many core staffers from 
the old days gone, there were probably 
more "pinches” than Houghton might 
have liked. For years, chefs and front- 
of-the-house managers came and went, 
leaving customers complaining about 
inconsistent service and food quality. 

Maura O’Sullivan worked at the 
Planet during some of those turbulent 


;. (She 


o be 


chef of Smokejacks and is now a chef 
at Penny Cluse.) “Not in a bad way — 
but, in retrospect, I think the place was 
going through a little bit of an identity 
crisis,” she says. “It had been very 
vegetarian focused, and a shift was 
happening." 


changing 

identity may have caused a few 
power struggles. “I worked 
with a lot of great people for 
some very short time periods,” 
O’Sullivan remembers. “There 
aren’t that many [head chef] jobs 
in this town. People come in and 
want it to be their dream, and it’s the 
owner’s dream. If that doesn’t work for 

Hays attributes some of the turnover 
to the work styles of the younger gen- 
eration. “People are more transient than 
they used to be. They do what they can 
in one place and move on to try some- 
thing else,” she says. 

Today, with highly pedigreed new 
chef Michael Clauss on board (see 
"Superchef”, page 38), members of the 
old Planet family are once again jazzed 
up about the restaurant’s future. 

Since Clauss arrived, O’Sullivan says, 
she’s stopped in at The Planet with 
friends, but she couldn't persuade them 
to order anything but burgers. She sam- 
pled the lamb sweetbreads. “They were 
good. Fairly ambitious for a li’l hippie 
restaurant in Burlington,” she says. “I’ve 
gotta go back in.” 

O’Sullivan has another reason to go 
back: She wants to share with Clauss the 
origin of her namesake dish, Maura’s 
Salad. Aside from the burger, it’s the 
only item from the old days that’s still 
available. 

“The salad was made with leftovers 
from a New Year’s menu,” O’Sullivan 
says of the popular combo of greens, 
grapes, garlic, cheese and toasted pecans. 
With a laugh, she notes: “It was never 
something that came to me in a dream. 
It came to me in a bus tub.” O'Sullivan 
is “very pleased” that Clauss is making 
it with Boucher blue rather than “some 
whatever cheese.” 

Nilan hasn’t checked out the new 
Planet yet. “I’m going to wait a while 
before I go in to let them get in the 
groove,” he says. “I’ve been follow- 
ing it very closely, and I find the menu 
intriguing.” 

Hays, who has heard “mixed re- 
views" of the new menu, is also holding 
off on revisiting her old domain for a 
while. “I want to give [Clauss] plenty of 
time to settle in," she says. “[The Daily 
Planet] is aching for somebody to make 
something of it. It’s aching for some- 
thing new. If it could be a place you can 
go and have it be comfy and good, I'd be 
in seventh heaven." © 



BURLINGTON 

WINTER FARMERS’ 
MARKET 


Maple Syrup February 20 

Honey ... March 20 

Pickles yrp April 17 

Preserves 

Prepared Foods 

Vegetables 

Cheese 

Bread * 

C aft SPONSORED BY: 

SEVE N DAYS 

Wine jjj 


. The ^ 

"Belted Cow\ 

Tt 


o'/merican bistro ^are 

with an emphasis on seasonal products 
& local flavors 


- Chef Owned & Operated - 

4 Park Street, Essex Jet • 316-3883 

wsvsv.bcltedcowvt.com pss 
Gift Certificates Available H 



VOLUNTEERS 

NEEDED 

HELP US DEVELOP 
VACCINES FOR 
BACTERIAL ILLNESSES 

Inpatient/Outpatient 
Clinical Research Study 

• Healthy Adults Ages 18-50 

• 2 screening visits; 2 required 
hospital stays (approx. 9 days 
each); and up to 14 follow-up 
visits 

• Up to $135 compensation 
for each inpatient day; up to 
$65 compensation for each 
outpatient visit 

• Bonus for completing all visits 


k 


The 

UNIVERSITY 

"/VERMONT 


Please contact us for information 
and scheduling: 

Phone 656-0013 

Email VaccineTestingCenteriauvm.edu 




Come experience the joy 
of movement at 


Burlington's newest 
studio. 

Class schedule available at 
southendstudiovt.com 


Your first class is free. 
696 Pine Street 802.540.0044 



music 
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BY DAN BOLLES 




OK. I’m exaggerating. But only slightly. 
The next two minutes and 30 seconds 
were maybe the most entertaining in 
Olympic history, as the sportscasters 
tried to report the proceedings without 
either cracking up in hysterics or 
excoriating the Ukrainians for heinous 
crimes against skating, the Olympics 
and perhaps humanity itself. It ended 
with a practically apoplectic Canadian 
announcer outraged that anyone would 
dare denigrate the Olympicsby wearing 
such scandalous attire — even if they 
really did just look like shinier speed- 
skating unis. You could feel a palpable 
sense of relief as the next team emerged 
onto the ice „. wearing frilly body suits 
impossibly (but tastefully!) bedazzled 
with sparkles. Oh, Canada. 

The point is. I'm now hooked on 
Olympic figure skating. But only on 
Canadian TV — I'll watch everything 
else on WPTZ, I swear! And all because 
of a fortuitous fluke of timing. And also, 

By now, you’re no doubt wondering 
how the hell this all relates to local music. 
Well, it doesn't, really. But due to a series 
of unfortunate flukes (and flakes) we’re 
left with an usually large amount of 
real estate to fill this week. There were 
not one, not two, but three different 
interviews slated to appear in this spot 
at various points during the week, two- 
and-a-half of which fell apart at the last 


GOT MUSIC NEWS? 


fMORE MUSIC ALL WEEK LONG! 

READ SOLID STATE BLOG: SEVENDAYSVT.COM/BLOGS 


Time Out 


Timing is everything. 

Just ask Olympic figure skaters 
STANISLAV MOROZOV and TATIANA 
VOLOSOZHAR of Ukraine. The dynamic 
duo finished ninth outof20 in Sunday’s 
short program competition in Vancouver. 
And they would have finished even higher 
had Morozov, a relative giantby skating 
standards at 181 cm (that’s roughly 
6-foot-l), been able to land his first 
jump. According to one of the broadcast 
announcers, he had yet to nail the triple 
toe loop with which the pair opened their 
routine in practice that week. This was 
mentioned with startling nonchalance, 
as if it were common sporting knowledge 
that Morozov can’t time his landings. 

That’s right. Dude is an Olympic- 
caliber skater who is apparently well 
known in skating circles for, um, 
notbeingan Olympic-caliber skater. 
Amazing. 

Even more amazing was what the 
Ukrainians were wearing: shiny, skin- 
tight, metallic-blue jumpsuits. It was like 
they were extras in a Turkish knockoff 
of Avatar. Even more amazing than that? 
How the TV announcers treated the 
Ukrainians and their admittedly bizarre 
— even for figure skating — outfits. 

Now, before we go any further, I 
should note that I have never been a 
huge fan of figure skating. Though, as a 
fan of sports in general, I can certainly 
appreciate the athletic ability required to 
compete in the discipline at an elite level. 
But the sport’s forced theatric elements 
have always turned me off. Until now. 

And I have Canada to thank. 

You see, when NBC — via local affiliate 
WPTZ, with whom Seven Days has a 
wonderful partnership ... ahem — went to 
commercial during men's moguls, PLUS 
ONE and I flipped over to the Canadian 
broadcast on CTV, which was showing 
figure skating. [By the way, a totally 
underrated aspect of living near 
the Canadian border is having the 
option to watch Canadian coverage 
of the Olympics. And also Canadian 
melodramas such as "Little Mosque on 
the Prairie.” But I digress.] 

Anyway, we tuned in just in time to 
watch the Ukrainians enter the rink 
and, more importantly, to witness the 
bewildered reaction from the Canadian 


announcers. It went something like this: 

ANN0UNCER1: And here we have the 
Ukrainian pairing of Tatiana Vo ... oh. Oh, 
dear Lord. 

ANNOUNCER 2: Are those ... speed- 
skadng outfits? 

ANNOUNCER 3: 1 think you can see his ... 

ANNOUNCER 1: Oh, dear Lord. 


SEND IT MY WAY: DANSSEVENDAYSVT.COM 





Why? 

Because, as Ukrainian figure skaters 
will tell you, timing is everything. 

Half Time 

I mentioned that two-and-a-half of 
the three potential interviews for this 
week’s edition blew up in my face. 

The remaining one-half? A Q&A with 
drummer-cum-alt-country-savior 
JASON BOESEL, who is playing with 
SoCal band DAWES at The Monkey 
House this Sunday. (See the spotlight 
on page SI.) 

I’ll be totally honest. Boesel was the 
backup plan. To my backup plan. In 
fact, the resulting Q&A was a backup 
to the backup backup plan. Confused 
yet? I am. 

What follows is an interview 
conducted with Boesel via email, a 
tactic I promised myself I would never 
again employ following a disaster with 
ZACK GALIFI ANAKIS a couple of years 
ago. I’m so afraid of facing the bearded 
comic that I haven’t even seen The 
Hangover yet. It was that bad. 

Anyway, literally within minutes of 
backup plan number one evaporating 
before my very eyes, I received an 
inquiry from B oesel’s publicist asking 
if I'd be interested in an interview. 
After some wheeling and dealing 
it was agreed upon and all seemed 
hunky-dory. Until he dropped the 
e-bomb: It would have to be an email 

Ugh. 

With no other real alternatives left 
in play, I reluctantly agreed. 

Now, were it almost any other 
artist — at least among those playing 
in Burlington this week — I probably 
would have declined anyway. But I 
think you’re really going to like Jason 

Prior to appearing in these pages, 
he was the drummer for such noted 
acts as BRIGHT EYES, RILO KILEY, THE 
ELECTED and, most recently, CONOR 
OBERST AND THE MYSTIC VALLEY BAND. 
Now he's touring behind a lovely 
debut album. Hustler’s Son, which 
publications from Paste magazine to 
e-rags such as the Huffington Post and 
Daytrotter are touting as alt-country’s 
saving grace. Or, as Kansas City alt The 
Pitch put it, “For every PHIL COLLINS 
and DON HENLEY, we occasionally get a 


WED. 17 


TWO BROTHERS TAVERN: Open Mic Night, 9 p.m. 


CLUB METRONOME: True School Wednesday with 
Gift of Gab. Nastee & DJ A-Dog. (hip-hop). 9:30 p.m.. 
$13.50/16:50. 

FRANNY O’S: Karaoke, 9:30 p.m.. Free. 

HIGHER GROUNO SHOWCASE LOUNGE: Mates of 


MANHATTAN PIZZA & PUB: Open Mic with Andy 
PARIMA MAIN STAGE: Dawna Hammers (piano). 7 
RADIO BEAN: Ensemble V (jazz). 7:30 p.m.. Free. 

REO SOUARE: Close to Nowhere (rock). 8 p.m.. Free. 
□J CreB (hip-hop). 11 p.m.. Free. 

central 

CHARLIE O’S: Mark LeGrand (country). 8 p.m.. Free. 

GREEN MOUNTAIN TAVERN: Open Mic with John 

LANGDON STREET CAFE: Summit School Showcase 

SLIDE BROOK LODGE 8i TAVERN: Open Jam. 9 p.m.. 


burlington area 

1/2 LOUNGE: Ethan Snyder Trio (jazz). 7 p.m.. Free. 
BACKSTAGE PUB: Open Mic with Jess & Jeff, 8 p.m. 


CLUB METRONOME: Tt 

FRANNY O’S: Balance DJ & Karaoke. 9 p.m.. Fre 
GREEN ROOM: DJ Fattie B (hip-hop). 10 pun.. Fi 


LEUNIG'S BISTRO & CAFE: Mike Martin & Geoff Kim 


THE MONKEY HOUSE: The Vacant Lots. Greg Davis. 

NIGHTCRAWLERS: K: 



Dancing Fools Aiiston , Mass.', THE indobox wish to give you fair warning: 
Their live shows tend to devolve into orgies of sweaty, awkward gyrating, or, “dancing.” 
It's not hard to see why. Splicing infectious pop hooks with all manner of tweaked-out 
electronic gadgetry, the band trades in an impossibly danceable brand of electro-rock 
that could well appeal to both the electro-jam crowd and the synth-obsessed hipster set. 
Catch them this Thursday at Club Metronome with electric reason and DJ HAITIAN. 





music 
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just fucking awesome. 

JB: I concur. He’s one of the 

on the planet, and such an 



SD: Describe the 
challenges of touring on 
your own, versus as part 
of more established acts 
like Bright Eyes or Rilo 
Kiley. 

JB: Driving in a van and 
sleeping on the floor again 
[are] a bit of a challenge. It 
feels appropriate, though. 
My singer-songwriter 
persona has to pay his 
dues. My drummer side is 
at home sleeping on the 
Tempur-Pedic. 


Nice. Personally, I woulda gone with 

Anyway, the album really is terrific, 
and Sunday's show should be a good one. 
So, without further ado, here’s Jason. 

SEVEN DAYS: You've been an in- 
demand drummer for the last IS years. 
Why switch gears now? 

JASON BOESEL: Writing songs and 
making a record is something I wanted 
to do for a while, and this seemed like a 
good time to do it. “Seize the day”-type 
shit. 

SD: Compare the satisfaction of 
£ writing a good song to coming up with 
H a good drum part. 

g JB: Writing a good song is far more 
< satisfying than writing a good drum part. 
5 I love the drums, but you can’t talk shit 
through a drum part 

SD: As a front man who has spent most 
° of his career drumming, do you find 
S yourself more conscious of the drum 
9 work behind you? Are you more critical 
^ of backing drummers? Less? 

g JB: I am not too aware, because 
remembering lyrics requires so much 
concentration. I hope to be critical of my 
“ drummer soon, though... 

5 SD: Has working with Jenny Lewis 
Di and Conor Oberst influenced your 
approach to songwriting? 

JB: Absolutely. Knowing them both so 
well and watching them work made 
writing great songs feel very real and 
possible. 

g SD: David Rawlings plays on the new 
% record. There's no question here. That's 


SD: Last question. What's the best 
record you've heard in the last seven 

JB: Probably the aziz [ansari] comedy 
record. I, for some reason, didn’t want to 
like it, but I totally did. Does that count? 
Also listened to dr. due's Chronic 2001 
yesterday and couldn’t believe how good 

BiteTorrent 

• Perhaps you're wondering who the 
other two potential interviewees were? 
I thought you’d never ask! The first 
was a young French ensemble called 

the EBENE STRING QUARTET, who’ll be 

appearing at the UVM Recital Hall this 
Friday as part of the Lane Series. The 
group has taken the classical world by 
storm, drawing gushing praise around 
the globe. In fact, my mere mention of 
them here has classed up the 7D music 
section for at least three weeks. Maybe 
four. Seriously, for the ESQ to appear 
in Burlington is a serious coup for the 
Lane Series. Trust me. 

• The other failed option comes to us 
by way of MSR Presents and matt 
Rogers, who has rescued the flickering 
indie torch left behind by late, great 
indie impresarios Tick Tick and held 
it aloft, guiding bands such as edward 

SHARPE AND THE MAGNETIC ZEROS. GRAND 

archives and here we go magic to our 
darkened shores. This Monday, he 
welcomes Saratoga, N.Y.’s, phantogram 
— who’ve recently been touring with 
the likes of ra ra riot and yeasayer — 
to The Monkey House for a show with 
Mississippi's junk culture and local 
acts tooth ache, and dj disco phantom. 
Rogers also had a hand in the Dawes/ 
Boesel show. And in coming months he 
will bring us the tallest man on earth, 


ruby suns and the morning benders, 

among others. I think I’m in love... 

The flood of benefit concerts for Haiti 
relief has slowed somewhat recently. 
But the need is still great So, this 
Friday, Montpeculiar's Langdon Street 
Cafe gets in on the act with a showcase 
featuring Latin-jazz siren miriam 
bernardo, bluegrass superstar Gordon 
stone and country heroes mark legrand 
and his lovesick band — the last of 
whom have resumed their Honky Tonk 
Happy Hour duties eveiy Friday, and 
will continue to do so through the end 
of May. Yee-haw. 

Speaking of Haiti shows — and lately, 
when are we not? — Club Metronome 
reports it took in more than $1500 at 
last week's benefit for Save the Children. 
Well done! 

As reported last week, the vacant lots 
recently headed back into the studio 
to record their third album. According 
to their Twitter feed — raise your hand 
if you thought TVL would be one of 
the first local bands to actively use 
Twitter ... anyone? — the new offering. 
Hypnotize, is done. Like, done done. 

The nine-song effort was recorded in 
two days, mixed in another and should 
be available for public consumption 
shortly. Ask TVL all about it when they 
play The Monkey House this Thursday 
with the mohanty-m allon duet and 

That Boston’s miss tess and the bon 

ton parade are playing in Vermont isn't 
especially noteworthy. They've been 
trekking up 93 and 89 fairly regularly 
in the last few years. But they typically 
only make it as far as Langdon Street in 
Montpelier. This Saturday the heralded 
“vintage jazz” outfit makes its Nectar’s 
debut, headlining a show with SARA 

Oh, how I love hardcore band names! 
Let me count the ways: the breathing 
PROCESS, ONCE BELOVED, SURROUNDED 
BY TEETH, THE GLORY OF ARMAGEDDON, 



HEAD OF THE TRAITOR. NOTHING IN VAIN, 
the Hollywood heist. They'll all be at 
the Higher Ground Showcase Lounge 
this Sunday as part of the 15th Boys & 
Girls Club Hardcore& Metal Showcase. 
There’s a newish weekly jazz session 
Sunday afternoons at the Old Brick 
Tavern in Williston, headed up by 
longtime area musician and teacher 
GEORGE voland. The valve trombonist 
plays with a rotating cast, but this 
week should be especially tasty, as 
he'll be joined by guitarist joe capps, 
saxophonist Christopher peterman 
and trumpet ace ray vega. 

Calling all (wannabe) DJs! DJ training 
for 90.1 FM WRUV begins this Sunday 
in the Livak Ballroom in the UVM 
Davis Center. 7 pan. Sharp. 

This Thursday, Lift hosts a benefit in 
memory of Michael "waggy" wagner, 
who died in an automobile accident on 
the beltline January 10. D J nastee mans 
the wheels of steel and all proceeds go 
to Camp Ta-Kum-Ta. 

Speaking of Nastee, dude has another 
big True School session lined up, on 
Wednesday, February 24, at Nectar’s 
with my personal favorite name in 
hip-hop, the problemaodicts, and ace 
North Carolina emcee big pooh. 

Last but not least, if you missed the 
fatal flaws monthly Foofarawk show 
at Radio Bean a couple of weeks ago, 
stop by Manhattan Pizza this Saturday 
and check ’em out, if only because their 
show poster is so absurdly gross it’s 
almost brilliant. It's definitely gross 
enough that I can’t reprint it here, 
though. They’ll be appearing with nose 
BLEED ISLAND and LAWRENCE WELKS AND 
our bear TO cross, the latter of whom 
I recently eviscerated via CD review in 
these pages. But don’t hold that against 
them. Experimental deconstruction 




: CLUB DATES E 



FRI.19 


burlington area 

1/2 LOUNGE: Quiet Songs with Myra Flynn 



38 MAIN STREET PUB: Travel North & Baslk (rock), 








music 


i 



Wine Tasting Dinner 

Thur. Feb. 23, 0:30 p.m. 


Featuring Jean Trimbach, 1 4th generation 
wrier of Trimbach Alsacian Wines will discus 
e uniqueness ot his French wines, as they ai 
paired with our specially selected dishes. 


VOLUNTEERS 

NEEDED 


HELP US -DEVELOP 
VACCINES FOR 
BACTERIAL ILLNESSES 

Inpatient/Outpatient 
Clinical Research Study 


Healthy Adults Ages 18-50 
2 screening visits; 2 required 
hospital stays (approx. 9 days 
each); and up to 14 follow-up 
visits 

Up to $1 35 compensation 
for each inpatient day; up to 
$65 compensation for each 
outpatient visit 
Bonus for completing all visits 


UNIVERSITY 

^VERMONT 


Please contact us for information 
and scheduling: 

Phone 656-0013 

Email VaccineTestingCenter@uvm.edu 



OOUSLY REVIEWED ALBUMS FINDTHEM ON SEVENDAYSVT.COM 



THE CREAKY 
TREES, EXILE IN 
YELLOW & BLUE 

A freak-folk 
escape from ^ 
southern VermoflB 



REDH0USE, 

MIDNIGHT 

TRAIN 

Radio-ready 
barroom rock. 



SETH GALLANT, 
NOTHING, THIS 
MAKES SENSE 

In Memory of 
Pluto front 
man's sparkling 
sophomore solo 
effort 




GET YOUR CD REVIEWED: 



VENUES.411 



,E SKINNY PANCAKE: Pi 


Jazziz? Led by world-renowned keyboardist and composer Michael Bellar, 
the as-is ensemble have been turning heads and blowing minds across the country. The 
onetime house band at NYC’s legendary Blue Note jazz club has shared the stage with 
the likes of John Scofield and Tea Leaf Green, as well as fellow alt-jazz provocateurs 
Medeski, Martin & Wood and Jacab Fred Jazz Odyssey. This Thursday, the trio makes 
its way to Montpelier for an evening of face-melting fun at the Langdon Street Cafe. 

$8,8+ JUE 23 

MONTY’S OLD BRICKTAVERN: GeoreeVoland JAZZ: ■ *■■*■** 


,K LODGE & TAVERN: Si 


Champlain valley 


to BROTHERS TAVERN: D. 


MATTERHORN: Funk Collection (funk). 


MON. 22 

burlington area 

1/2 LOUNGE: Heal-ln Sessions 

CLUB METRONOME: Open Mic 
THE MONKEY HOUSE: Phanto; 

PARIMA MAIN STAGE: Jazzed 


SUN. 21 


HIGHER GROUND SHOWCASE LOUNGE: Hz 


CLUB METRONOME: Bass Culture with DJs Jahsoi 
LEUNIG'S BISTRO & CAFE: Lars Duggan (jazz). 7 

THE MONKEY HOUSE: Hip-Hop Open Mic with 
MONTY'S OLD BRICK TAVERN: Open Mic Night 6 


central 

CHARLIE O'S: Karaoke. 10 p.m.. Free 

MAIN STREET GRILL AND BAR: Miri 

SLIDE BROOK LODGE & TAVERN: T; 

champlain valley 

TWO BROTHERS TAVERN: Monster 


THE BREWSKI: Li\ 
MATTERHORN: Tc 
PIECASSO: Karaol 




P URL1NGT0H c 

□ SUBARU ' 


! iijjju 
iOHifir 


AIRWAYS' 


Burlington Subaru 

351 Shelburne Road 


August First 

Bakery and Cafe 

149 South 
Champlain St. 


Planned 
Parenthood 
Health Centers 

23 Mansfield Aver 
Burlington; 1 83 Tal 
Road, Williston 


Three Brothers 
Pizza and Grill 

973 Roosevelt 
Highway ColchesN 


Petfood 

Warehouse 

2500 Willistor 
South Buriingtc 
2455 Shelburr 
Road Shelburn 


Vermont Federal 
Credit Union 


Northern Lights 

75 Main Street, 




SEVEN DAYS V£ 

»sevendaysvt.com 

PRESENT J, - 


Visit any of these great retailers and enter to win 
2 Round-Trip tickets to ANY jQtBlll6 destination! 


Tlse Forget- Ttl© 

ivie-Not shop Optical 


Happy Trails p^r FOOD 
WAREHOUSE 


Eyes of the World 

168 Battery Street 


Northern Lights VERMONT 

FEDERAL 


yodarama 


sun s P n\ Listen to Wi%ft-ihe BUZZ 
or pick up Seven Davs 

WINNER ANNOUNCED 

Wednesday March 1 0th 

For full /event details go to: _ 

www.MagicHat.net 






| = CLUBDATES = 

music 




California Stars Sometimes, you can tell all you need to know about 
a band by where they call home. For example, DAWES is a “California band." And they 
embrace the description. Like genre contemporaries — and fellow SoCal residents — 
Delta Spirit, the quartet is heavily influenced by the breezy country-rock pioneered in 
late-1960s Los Angeles by folks such as The Byrds, Gram Parsons, and Crosby, Stills 
and Nash. And though their music boasts a nostalgic, sun-soaked charm, it retains 
modern relevance with punchy melodic hooks and timeless lyricism. Touring behind 
their sparkling debut, North Hills, this Sunday the band stops by The Monkey House in 
Winooski with songwriter JASON boesel (Bright Eyes, Rilo Kiley) and local alt-country 
torchbearers LOWELL THOMPSON AND CROWN PILOT. 


WED. 24 

burlington area 

HIGHER GROUND SHOWCASE LOUNGE: Seasons 
LEUNIG'S BISTRO & CAFE: Jenni Johnson Trio 
LIFT: DJs P-Wyld & Jazzy Janet (hip-hop), 9 p.m„ 
MANHATTAN PIZZA & PUB: Open MIc with Andy 
NECTAR'S: True School Wednesday with Big Pooh. 


PARIMA MAIN STAGE: DawnaHammers (piano). 7 





central 

CHARLIE 0'S: Abby Jenne (singer-songwriter). 8 




FIND CLUBDATES ON YOUR PHONE! 

CONNECT TO M-SEVENDAYSVT.COM ON ANYWI 
THE-MINUTE SHOWS & EVENTS. PLUS OTHER N 


I CELLPHONE FC 



Send & receive neighborhood news at: FrontPorchForum.com 



MATES OF STATE 

kssr 

I 


THE NORTH FACE STOR 

FACE* ®KL SPORT* 210 COLLEGE ST. 860-46 

IE PRESENTS 

00, KLSPORTGEAR.COM 

Mates of 



3 

s 


nPPN ? 4 HOURS. 


Were up all night at 

sevendaysvt.com 






A Nice Place to Visit... 


S kiers and snowboarders may catch air on 

this weekend's Kitestorm 2010 lets them lift off sans slope. 
Organized by Stormboarding owner Rachael Miller, this 
seventh annual snowkiting extravaganza harnesses wind power 
with oversized kites, allowing winter daredevils to slide on the 
frozen lake and even take short flight. Instructional clinics 
and equipment demos open 
the easy-to-learn sport to 
newbies. Short- and long- 
course circuit races and 
an intense, head-to-head 
Kitestorm Drag Race 
give a competitive slant 
tothebiggest event of its 
kind in New England. Feeling 
timid? Bypass the adrenaline 
rush and enter a contest 
taken from the sidelines. Last 
highlight, says Miller, was watching 
a Plattsburgh rider have "the best 
time in the air ... with the hugest 
grin you 1 ’ 


Fiddling Around 


Though she grew up in the Bronx, Eileen Ivers, the daughter of Irish 
immigrants, hasn't forgotten her family's roots. In fact, the acclaimed Celtic 
fiddler is on a mission to remind audiences of the role of Irish culture in 
North America. Her latest tour offers a whoppin' multimedia show, Beyond 
the Bog Road, weaving Irish jigs and reels both soaring and subdued with 

energetic clogging and distinctive singing. An ongoing montage of stills and 
video transports audiences to the Emerald Isle — and who better 
o take them there than this former Riverdance star? 
Working her way from traditional tunes to original 
Celtic -jazz-rock blends, Ivers creates a brew to 
rival any cultural melting pot. Must be that luck 
o’ the Irish at work. 





Cross-country skiers and snowshoers heat things up 
at Montpelier’s Morse Farm Ski Center this weekend 
— literally. The first ever “Ski for Heat" Central 
Vermont offers winter sports enthusiasts daylong 
access to more than 2 miles of walking paths and 12 
miles of ski trails. In exchange, folks raise donations 
for fuel assistance to neighbors in need through 
the Central Vermont Community Action Council’s 
Shareheat Rind. The benefit is an offshoot of Peru, 
Vt.’s, annual "Ski for Heat," which has raised n* 
than $110,000 over 10 years. "I’m trying to find a 
way to help people in my neighborhood and greater 
Vermont ... so that they don’t have to make hard 
decisions on what to spend money on,” explains 
event coordinator Kate Coffey. Prizes from Hunger 
Mountain Co-op and Onion River Sports sweeten 
the deal. Heat wave, anyone? 

’SKI FOR HEAT' CENTRAL VERMONT 

Saturday. February 20. 8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m., at Morse 
Farm Ski Center in Montpelier. Donations accepted. 

Info, 793-7674. www.skiforheat.org 


calendar 


FEBRUARY 17-24, 2010 


WED. 17 


activism 

ADVOCACY TRAINING: Ai 

st Burlington. 6:30-7:30 p.m. Free. Info, 
861-737B. 


ite. Chazy. 10 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. Free; $5 for 


EMPLOYEE OWNERSHIP FOR SMALL COMPANIES': 

Commerce. 2-4:30 p.m. Free. Info. 861-6611. 

KELLEY MARKETING MEETING: Marketing, adver- 
tising, communications and design professionals 

WORKPLACE ETIQUETTE: Dr. Nancy J. Church or- 

from office parties to business wardrobes. Alumni 
Conference Room. Angell College Center, SUNY 

community 

NEIGHBORHOOD PLANNING ASSEMBLY: Local 

lates. Channel 17 airs the meeting live via 
webcast. Burlington Public Works Department 
Free. Info. 862-3S6G. ext 13. 

ROTARY CLUB OF ESSEX: Rotarians help build 
goodwill and peace as they organize service 

• are welcome to attend. The Essex. 2:10-1:30 

p.m. S15 for members: free to drop in. Info, 
I^T 233-3612. 

VOLUNTEER INFORMATION & 

•' ORIENTATION: Curious community 
members learn about lending a hand 

201. Middlebury College Library. 6-7 p.m. Free. Info. 
443-3010. 


Center for the Performing Arts, Burlington. 7-8:30 
p.m. $20. Info. 863-5966. 


ABRAHAM-HICKS STUDY GROUP: Believers in the 

6-7:30 p.m. Free. Info. 383-8429. 

BURNHAM KNITTERS: Yarn unfurls into purls at a 
Colchester, 7-8:30 p.m. Free. Info. 879-7576. 

GERMAN-ENGLISH EXCHANGE: Anglophones 

LUNCH IN A FOREIGN LANGUAGE’: Spanish 

ORIGAMI CLASS: Instructor Don Shall teaches 

MultiGenerational Center, Burlington. 10:30-11:30 

RUG HOOKING & KNITTING CIRCLE: Experienced 

p.m. Free. Info. 247-0050. 


fairs & festivals 


SNOWFLAKE FESTIVAL: Two weeks oF pancake 


'ALL QUIET ON THE WESTERN FRONT’: Lewis 

Hanover, N.H., 7 p.m. $5-7. Info. 603-646-2422. 

Free. Info. 426-3581. 


WED.17 » P.54 


® C 


LIST YOUR UPCOMING EVENT HERE FOR FREE! 


FIND OUR CONVENIENT FORM AT: SEVENDAYSVT.COM/POSTEVENT. 
YOU CAN ALSO EMAIL US AT CALENDARiSSEVENOAYSVT.COM. 

TO BE USTED. YOU MUST INCLUDE: THE NAME OF EVENT. A BRIEF DESi 
SPECIFIC LOCATION, TIME, COST AND CONTACT PHONE NUMBER. 


E. DEPENDING ON COSTAND OTHER FACTORS. CLASSES AND WORKSHOPS MAY BE LISTED 

IN El 1 HER 1 HE CALENDAR OR THE CLASSES SECTION. WHEN APPROPRIATE, CLASS ORGANIZERS 




calendar 
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Solo Piano Jazz 

Hiromi 

TWO PERFORMANCES! 

Saturday, February 20 at 7 & 9:15 pm 

© @ tfAW.ltynncerttr.org 

“Hiromi's keyboard dexterity is, tor lack ol a 
better term, awe-inspiring. She is in and out like 
a downhill racer, lost in the music and the 
moment. Percussive, personal." — Village Voice 

Sponsored by Anonymous Friends ol Jazz 

- SEVEN DAYS Photo Muga Mlyahara 


Ljc 


Big APE 

“Disposable Goods” 

Choreography by Middlebury College 
Artist-in-Residence Tiffany Rhynard 

Friday, February 26 at 8 pm 

Four dancers blend intricate phrasing, 
rigorous partnering, text, and lively 
audience interaction. 

SEVEN DAYS 


www.flynncenter.org or call 86-flynn _ 


THE COUNT BASIE ORCHESTRA: The members 


Steidle. Room 292. Axinn Center at Star Libary. at 
4:30 p.m.; Warner Hemicycte, Warner Hall, at 7:30 
p.m. Middlebury. Free. Info. 443-5937. 

food & drink 

LAMOILLE VALLEY YEAR-ROUND FARMERS 
ARTISAN MARKET: Farmers and food producers fill 

888-1261, FAMmanagei@gmall.com. 


health & fitness 




Burlington. 5:30-6:30 p.m. Free. Info. B63-2569. 

FOLLOW THAT TRACK': Preschoolers investigate 

Montpelier. 10-11:30 a.m. S5. Info. 229-6206. 

FOURTH & FIFTH GRADERS READ': Youth don 

Library. Burlington. 4:15-5 p.m. Free. Info. 865-7216. 

INDIGENOUS EXPRESSIONS CELEBRATION: Kids 

KNITTING CLUB: Little ones in third through sixth 

Memorial Library. Williston, 3-4 p.m. Free. Info. 
878-4918. 


Fletcher Free Library. Burlington. 11-11:30 a.m. Free. 
Info. 865-7216. 

PAJAMA STORYTIME: Kids cuddle up in their 

Colchester, 6:30 p.m. Free. Info, 878-0313. 

PETER THE MUSIC MAN: Ec 


Info. 865-7216. 


ALAO KUNG FU: Martial arts students focus on the 


BURLINGTON BOMBERS ROLLER DERBY NEW 
MEMBER ORIENTATION: Speed demons!8 and up 




Montpelier. 6:30-8:30 p.m. Free. Info. 223-9606. 

theater 

State College. 7-9 p.m. S5. Info. 635-1476. 

words 

BILL SCHUBART: The local author of Ihe Lamoille 

Center. 7-8:30 p.m. Free. Info. 244-7036. 

BOOK DISCUSSION: Bookworms share thoughts 

When the Emperor Was Divine. Ilsley Public Library. 
Middlebury. 12:15 p.m. Free. Info, 388-4095. 

BOOK DISCUSSION SERIES: INFLUENTIAL FIRST 

BOOK DISCUSSION: 'MEMORABLE MEMOIRS: 

Adams. Hartland Public Library. 6:30 p.m. Free. 

Info. 43 6- 2473. 

'PROPHETIC ODYSSEY': What happened after 
Sinai. South Burlington, 11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 


Lounge. Angell College Center. SUNY Plattsburgh. 
N.Y.. 6:30 p.m. Free. Info. 518-564-3095. 

John Donne to T.S. Eliot, with Peter Gilbert's read- 
Montpelier. 5:30 p.m. Free. Info. 262-2626. 


FACULTY RECITAL: Pianist David Feurzelg and vio- 


I R3 1 BR0WSE LOCAL EVENTS ON YOUR PHONE! 

mobile ! 






LIST YOUR EVENT FOR FREE AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM/POSTEVENT 



Masters , 
of the Fiddle 


Tues. & Wed. March 2 & 3 
at 7:30 p.m. 

Premium seating: $45, others $40 

Order tickets: 

www.chandler-arts.org 


alt & Gallery 


AFTER 

DARK 

MUSIC SERIES 


One of the most celebrated country-folk 
performers of her day Bom in rural Para- 
gould, AR. the youngest of 14children. 
she made her recording debut in 1 992 
with Infamous Angel. Her third LP 1 996 's 
eclectic The Why I Should , marked a 
dramatic change from her introspective, 
deeply peisonal style to a more fiercely 
political lock-influenced sound. In 1999, 
she collaborated with John Pnne on his 
album, In Spite of Ourselves. She recorded 
four duets with Pnne earning her a Grammy 
nod Her last released solo album is Lifeline. 

P.O. Box 684 Middlebury, VT 05753 


(802) 388-0216 


Tickets on sale at: 

Main Street Stationers' 
Middlebury Inn or by ir 


Main Street • Randolph, Vt 

(802) 728-6464 


THU. 18 


i fea Jijis 


Friday, March 5 
7:00 p.m. 

Town Hall Theater 
Middlebury 
$27 adv/$30 at door 



calendar 



University. Northfield. 12 


theater 

DAMASCUS': See WED.17. 2 p.m. 8 7:30 p.m. 
GODSPELL': Hie UVM Department of Theatre 


BOOK DISCUSSION SERI ES: BLUE CO LLAR 

Cliff Walk. Cobleigh Public Library. Lyndonviile. 7 

BOOK DISCUSSION SERIES: EARTHTONES: Linda 

BOOKED FOR LUNCH': Kitchen enthusiasts tune 

‘LUNCH & LEARN*: Presenter Michael Bukanc inter- 


FRI .19 


5-6:30 p.m. 515. Info, 863-5966. 

BALLROOM DANCE SOCIAL: Singles and couples of 

862-2269. 


ENGLISH COUNTRY DANCE: Those keen on Jane 

St. Michael’s College. Colchester. 7-9:30 p.m. $5-8: 


'IN THE ZONE': Taking inspiration from “The 

Theater. Waitsfield. 7:30 p.m. S10-12 Info. 583-1674 
or 498-7310, valleyplayers@madriver.com. 

PICASSO AT THE LAPIN AGILE 1 : See WED.17. 7-9 

'STILL LIFE 1 : The Middlebury Community Players 

Middlebury. 8 p.m. S14-17. Info. 382-9222. 

words 


LUNCH IN A FOREIGN LANGUAGE': German con- 

info, 223-3338. 

TERTULIA LATINA: Latino americanos and other 
Radio Bean, Burlington. 5:30-7 p.m. Free. info. 
USED BOOK SALE: Fresh eyes peer at up-for- 

fairs & festivals 

SNOWFLAKE FESTIVAL: See WED.17. 9 a.m. - 9 p.m. 
WINTER GATHERING': A festival celebrating the 


Burlington, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. S7. Info. 877-324-6386. 

film 

EDGEWOOD STUDIOS FILM FESTIVAL' Ten films 

Theatre. Rutland, 7-11 p.m. 55 per film: 520 festival 
pass. Info. 775-0570. 

food & drink 

A TRADITIONAL SOUTHERN MEAL - : Shrimp 


business 

SOCIAL MEDIA SEMINAR: Joe Mescher of Social 

Opera House. B-9:30 a.m. Free. Info, 598-2889. 

dance 

ARGENTINEAN TANGO: Shoulders back, chin up! 
session. Salsalina Studio. Burlington. 7:30-10 p.m. 


INDIGENOUS EXPRESSIONS CELEBRATION. Si 


3 p.m. Free. Info. 878-4918. 

PINT-SIZED SCIENCE*: Laboratory learners ages 2 


f | BROWSE LOCAL EVENTS ON YOUR PHONE! 

mobile 



FIND FUTURE DATES + UPDATES AT SEVENDAYSVT.CDM/EVENTS = 


TODDLER TIME: Little ones ages l to 3 get social 
a.m. Free. Info. 878-4918. 

BILL CARMICHAEL: Kicking off the Cabaret Series, 

EBENE STRING OUARTET: This French foursome 
with a repertoire encompassing pieces by Haydn, 


WORLD MUSIC PERCUSSION ENSEMBLE: 

8 p.m. $6-14. Info. 603-646-2422. 

TNA WRESTLING LIVE: Superstar pros face ofT 
Department. Plattsburgh. N.Y„ 7:30 p.m. $21.75- 
talks 

ANNE KNOWLES: A Middlebury College lec- 

Bullding. UVM. Burlington. 3:30-5 p.m. Free. Info. 
656-143B. 

BENJAMIN EASTMAN: UVNfs associate profes- 


FRED MAGDOFF: The UVM Professor of Plant and 

Lafayette Hall. UVM. Burlington. 12:45-1:45 p.m. 


BROWN BAG BOOK CLUB: Howard Norman's The 

12:30-1:30 p.m. Free. Info. 878-4918. 

CATHERINE MANEGOLD: The author of Ten Hills 

PEG STREEP: Got motherly love ... or not? The 

South Burlington. 7 p.m. Free. Info. 864-8001. 
POETS NIGHT: Pen-and-paper scribblers share 


WENDY CLINCH: Regular and armchair skiers get 

Essex. 7 p.m. Free. Info, 872-7111. 


SAT.20 


business 

TWEET-UP STOWEf: Can you keep it under 140 
characters? The Helen Day Art Center. Stowe 


donation, lnfo.426-3581 or 426-3190. 


theater 

10-MINUTE PLAY' FESTIVAL: The Parish Players 

Eastridge's "Art I s Stupid.” Joette Hayashigawa's 

7:30 p.m. $12. Info. 765-4703. 

DAMASCUS': See WED.17.7 pm 
GO OSPELL': See THU.18. 7:30 pm. 

'INTHE ZONE: See THU.18. 7:30p.m. 

'SAM 8t LAURA’: One hundred years after Mark 


'STILL LIFE: See THU.18, 8 p.m. 

THE LADY FROM THE SEA': Henrik Ibsen's folk 

H., 8 p.m. $6-12. Info. 603-646-2422. 

Info. 496-4781. 


MONTPELIER CONTRA DANCE: David Kaynor calls 

Montpelier. 8 p.m. S8. Info. 744-6163. 


ADULTS NIGHT OUT: Board games, cards and 

FINAL CUT PRO OPEN LAB: Apprentice film editors 


FRENCH ROUNDTABLE: Speakers at various skill 
Info, 247-0050. 

MARDI GRAS PARTY. The Fabulous Spiders spin 

'SOILIOT: Gardeners of all skill levels brush up on 

Gardener's Supply. Burlington, 9:30-11 am S10. 
Info. 660-3505. ext. 14. 


200 ± VEHICLES ■ OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 

Including US Marshals Seized 



Saturday Feb. 20 @ 10AM 

Preview & Register front 8AM 
131 Dorset Lane, Williston, VT 


Partial List: 

07 Chrysler PT Cruiser 
06 Ford Ranger 4x4 
X-Cab 

06 Surveyor Travel 

05 Chevy Express Van 02 Dodge Ram Pickup 
05 Chevy Tahoe 01 Ford F-150 

05 Nissan Sentra 01 Ford Explorer Sport 
05 Subaru Impreza 01 Ford Focus 
04 Chevy Cavalier 93 Cobra Voyager 5th 
04 Chevy Silverado Wheel Camper 

04 Subaru Outback 87 Slickcraft 225 Boat 
03 Chevy Silverado many more... 

Check the Web for Updates 8 More Info: 

THCAuction.com 

Full Catalog Online by 4:30pm Friday 

THOMAS HIRCHAK COMPANY 
800-474-6132 ■ 802-878-9200 



School 
Vacation. 
Kiris. CL «... 


PEACE NECKLACE 
Wednesday. February 24, 10:30 
Please call to pre-register. 
$10 per child, includes a snack. 


3. 


®'C 
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21 Taft Corners Shopping Center 
Williston • 288-9666 
www.beadcrazyvt.com 

Gift Certificates • Repairs 
Instructions Always Available 
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SALON 

PROFESSIONAL 


400 Cornerstone Dr, Ste 220. Williston 

www.tspaWilliston.com 
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i Collect your receipts from 
1 participating restaurants. 


The Grand Prize: 

A two-night stay for 2 people at 
Jay Peak Resort 
including all meals 
and lift tickets! ja/Ipgak 

VERMONT 


Send receipts 
and contact info to: 

Seven Days Winter Bites 
PO Box 1164, Burlington, VT 05402 


Send them to Seven Days* 
by March 26 to be eligible. 

The more receipts you 
send in, the more chances 
you have to win! 


Locate, rate & review at sevendaysvt.com/winter-bites! 


BURLINGTON 

156 Bistro, Burlington 
A Single Pebble, Burlington 
Asiana House, Burlington 
Asiana Noodle Shop, Burlington 
August First Bakery & Cafe, Burlington 
City Market, Burlington 
The Daily Planet, Burlington 
Fresh Market, Burlington 
The Green Room, Burlington 
Handy's Lunch, Burlington 
Junior's Italian, Burlington 
Lake Champlain Chocolates, 
Burlington 

Leonardo's Pizza, Burlington 
Leunig's Bistro, Burlington 
Miguel's On Main, Burlington 
Muddy Waters, Burlington 
New Moon Cafe, Burlington 
New World Tortilla, Burlington 
Norm's Grill, Burlington 
Sadie Katz Delicatessen, Burlington 
Sakura Sana, Burlington 
The Scuffer Steak and Ale House, 
Burlington 

Souza's Brazilian Steakhouse, 

Burlington 

Three Tomatoes Trattoria, Burlington 
Viva Espresso, Burlington 


RICHMOND, SO. BURLINGTON, 
WILUSTON 


Eric's Place (formally Nothing But 
Noodles), So. Burlington 
Ground Round, So. Burlington 
Mexicali Authentic Mexican Grill, 

Williston 

Monty's Old Brick Tavern, Williston 
On the Rise Bakery, Richmond 
Sushido, Williston 
Three Tomatoes Trattoria, Williston 
Trader Duke's, So. Burlington 
Vermont Sports Grill, So. Burlington 
Windjammer Restaurant & Upper 
Deck Pub, So. Burlington 
Wings Over Burlington, 

So. Burlington 

COLCHESTER, ESSEX, 

ESSEX JUNCTION, WINOOSKI 

The Belted Cow, Essex Jet. 

The Block Gallery and Coffeehouse, 

Winooski 

Drunken Noodle House, Essex Jet. 
The Essex (Vermont's Culinary Resort 
& Spa), Essex 

Joyce's Noodle House, Essex 
Junior's Italian, Colchester 
Loretta's Fine Italian Cuisine. 

Essex Jet. 


Ray's Seafood Market, Essex 
T-Bones Restaurant & Bar, Colchester 
Three Brothers Pizza & Grill, Colchester 
Tiny Thai Restaurant, Essex & Winooski 

BRISTOL, FERRISBURG, 

MIDDLEBURY, NEW HAVEN, 
SHELBURNE, VERGENNES, 
BRIDGEWATER CORNERS 

3 Squares Cafe, Vergennes 
American Flatbread, Middlebury 
The Bearded Frog, Shelburne 
Bistro Sauce, Shelburne 
Black Sheep Bistro. Vergennes 
Bobcat Cafe, Bristol 
Long Trail Brewing Company. 

Bridgewater Corners 
Mary's Restaurant at the Inn at 
Baldwin Creek, Bristol 
Open Arms Cafe, Shelburne 
Starry Night Cafe, Ferrisburg 
The Storm Cafe, Middlebury 
Tourterelle, New Haven 
Up Top Tavern, Vergennes 


MORRISVILLE, STOWE, WAITSFIELD, 
WATERBURY 

Bee's Knees, Morrisville 

Big Picture Theater & Cafe, Waitsfield 
Green Cup Cafe & Bakery, Waitsfield 
Hen of the Wood at the Grist Mill, 

Waterbury 

MINT Restaurant&Tea Lounge, Waitsfield 
Piecasso Pizzeria & Lounge, Stowe 
Stebu Sushi, Waterbury 

MONTPELIER, PLAINFIELD, ST. J 
Black Door Bar & Bistro, Montpelier 
Elements Food & Spirit, St. Johnsbury 
Positive Pie 2, Montpelier 
Restaurant Phoebe, Montpelier 
River Run Restaurant, Plainfield 
Sarducci's Restaurant & Bar, Montpelier 

FRANKUN & GRAND ISLE COUNTIES 
Blue Paddle Bistro, So. Hero 
Chow! Bella, St. Albans 
Cosmic Bakery & Cafe, St. Albans 
One Federal, St. Albans 
Steeple Market, Fairfax 


@ 


The SEVEN DAYS Guide to Vermont 

Restaurants & Bars 


NIGHTS 


prohibited conies! rules at: 

sevendaysvt.com/ 

winter-bites 



calendar 


FIND SELECT EVENTS ON TWITTER @7DAYSCALENDAR 


SAT.20 « P.57 

TAX HELP: AARP’s Tax Aide Service volunteers 

Colchester. 9:15 a.m. - 1:15 p.m. Free. Info. 879-7576. 
USED BOOK SALE: See FRL19, 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. 

VCAM ACCESS ORIENTATION: Video production 
procedures. VCAM Studio, Burlington, 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. 


fairs & festivals 

SNOWFLAKE FESTIVAL: See WED.17. 9 a.m. - 1 
WINTER GATHERING': See FRI.19. 10 a.m. - 5 f 




'AN EDUCATION': Lone Scherfig’s 2009 coming-of- 

& 8:30 p.m. $5-7. Info. 603-646-2422. 

E0GEW00D STUDIOS FILM FESTIVAL: See FRI.19. 






WHO THE 4$&% IS JACKSON 

artist in Harry Moses' quirky 2006 docu- 
mentary. Helen Day Art Center. Stowe. 12:30 p.i 


BURLINGTON COHOUSING POTLUCK: Community 




CRAFTSBURV COMMON WINTER FARMERS 


RUTLAND WINTER FARMERS MARKET: V 

Strand Theater Rutland, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. Free. Info. 
438-9803. 

health & fitness 

REIKI CLINICS: The Vermont Reiki Association pro- 

efforts to help Haitian children. River Arts Center 
- 4 p.m,; Pyramid Holistic Wellness Center Rutland, 

kids 

FORESTER FOR A DAY': k 

a.m. & 12:30-2:30 p.m. $10-12 per parent-child pair; 
INTRO TO TEEN SKIN CARE: Zits take leave after a 

Healthy Living. South Burlington. 4-5 p.m. 
Info, 863-2569. 

'KIDS ON THE REFUGE': Siskin 

& Wildlife Refuge. 

MAROI GRAS MADNESS': 

Burlington YMCA. 4-8 p.m. $25. Info. 862-9622. 
MUSIC WITH PETER: 5ee THU.1B. 11 a.m. 

865-7216. 

SATURDAY STORIES: Picture books bring tall tales 
Colchester 10-10:30 a.m. Free. Info. 878-0313. 

TOOTHPICK BRIDGE COMPETITION: Handmade 



PURPLE MOUNTAIN: Guitarist Dayve Huckett 

Middlebury, 8-10 p.m. Free, Info. 443-3168. 

outdoors 

GREAT ICE IN GRAND ISLE': Lake Champlain voya- 

4 p.m. Free. Info. 372-8400. 


$6-8: free for kids under 3. Info. 985-8442. 


KITESTORM 2010: Special kites help skiers and 
endar spotlight Sand Bar State Park. Milton. 10:30 


'SKI FOR HEAT CENTRAL VERMONT: Cross-country 

VERMONT ROLLER DERBY: HEARTBREAKER 

Helping Battered Women. Robert E. Miller Centre. 

WOODEN SKI CLASSIC: This vintage sporting event 

the mid-70s. Blueberry Hill Ski Center. Goshen, 
noon. $15 entry fee. Info. 247-6735. ski^blueber 

‘ART IN THE 21ST CENTURY’ ROUNDTABLE: Dancer 


1 p.m. Free. Info 730-4481. 

FLAPJACK BREAKFAST: Diners douse fluffy pan- 

'Great Ice in Grand Isle" celebration. North Hero 
House Inn & Restaurant 6:30-10:30 a.m. $7 per 
person or $20 per family. Info. 372-8400. 

MONTPELIER WINTER FARMERS MARKET: Root 


HIROMI UEHARA: This jazz 

JAZZ TRIO: A smooth group 



itBSj BROWSE LOCAL EVENTS ON YOUR PHONE! 

mobile UP-TO-THE-MINUTE CALENDAR EVENTS. PLUS OTHER NEARBY RESTAURANTS. CLUB DATES, 


theater 

10-MINUTE PLAY' FESTIVAL: See FRI.19. 7:30 p.m. 
'DAMASCUS': See WE0.17. 7:30 p.m. 

GODSPELL': SeeTHU.lB. 2 p.m. & 7:30 p.m. 

'IN THE ZONE*: See THU.18. 7:30 p.m. 

SAM & LAURA': See FRI.19. 7:30 p.m. 

•STILL LIFE': SeeTHU.lB. 2 pjn.8, 8 p.m. 

THE COMPLETE WORKS OF WILLIAM 
SHAKESPEARE (ABRIDGED)': Audiences brush 

N.Y„ 7:30 p.m. $10-14. Info. 518-523-2512. 

THE DIRT CHEAP MONEY CABARET: Bread and 

Chelsea. 7-8 p.m. $10 donation. Info. 525-3031. 

THE LADY FROM THE SEA': See FRI.19, 8 p.m. 

‘INTRO TO SCREENWRITING': Gota dream for 

Library. Burlington, 3-5 p.m. Free. Info. 865-7211, 


SUN. 21 


in "Is It Art — Who Decides?" Helen Day Art Center. 
Stowe. 3 p.m. Donations accepted. Info, 253-8358. 
BRIAN LINDNER In a rundown or the most 

GRETCHEN WEGNER: The teacher and keynote 


5:30 p.m. College Hall. 


BURLINGTON WINTER BRIDAL SHOW: Blushing 

prizes. Grand Maple Ballroom, Davis Center, UVM, 
Burlington. 11:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. $5-6. Inro, 
459-2897. 

CHESS CLUB: Tabletop warriors do battle at the 


864-5088. 

SCRAPPER'S DEUGHT: Scrapbookers brandish 

a beginner's class. Info. 598-9969. 

USED BOOK SALE: See FRI.19, 10 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
WOKO FLEA MARKET: Feeling thrifty? Bargain 


HAPPINESS 

& NICHIREN 

BUDDHISM’: Know 


■9/11: BLUEPRINT FOR TRUTH': Al 

Free Library. Burlington, 1 p.m. Free. Info. 233-1231. 

SUN.21 » P.60 



calendar 


College, Hanover, N.H., 7 
p.m. $5-7. Info. 603-646- 


food & drink 

'EATING WELL ON A BUDGET: 

FAMILY BEACH PARTY: Smoothies, swimming, a 

$5. Inro, 862-9622. 

GARY DULABAUM: A local multl-lnstrumentallst 

8; 512 per family. Info. 229-2200. 



NINE QUESTIONS': Mud Time 

Burlington, 7:30 p.m. 57-9. 


MON. 22 




LOLLIPOP SKI RACE: Young skiers don racing 




READ TO A DOG': S 




TOMMY EMMANUEL: The twice Grammy- 


GREAT ICE IN GRAND ISLE': A frozen laketop 


SLEIGH RIDES: Sc 


theater 

10-MINUTE PLAY' FESTIVAL: See FHI.19. 3 p.m. 
'ANTONIO STRADIVARI & THE ‘OAVIDOV CELLO': 

Montpelier. 4-5:30 p.m. SIS or pay what you can. 

-DAMASCUS': See WED.17, 5 p.m. 

'IN THE ZONE 1 : See THU.1B, 7:30 p.m. 

•STILL LIFE': See THU.1B. 2 p.m. 

THE COMPLETE WORKS OF WILLIAM 
SHAKESPEARE (ABRIDGED)': See SAT.20. 2 p.m. 
THE LADY FROM THE SEA’: See FRI.19. 2 p.m. 


BASIC COMPUTER COURSE: Folks in 

ENGLISH CONVERSATION GROUP: Anglophones 

4:30-6 p.m. Free. Info, 865-7211. 

TAX ASSISTANCE: See THU.18. 9-11:15 a.m. 
WEBSITE DISCUSSION: Participants learn more 


fairs & festivals 


health & fitness 


BONE BUILDERS' 


CREATIVE MONDAYS: Artists of all ages bring old 

Burlington, 3-5 p.m. Free. Info, 865-7216. 


music 

BONES BLANKINSHIP & FRIENDS: I 

series. United Church of Westford, 4-5 p.m. Free. 


MUSIC WITH MIA': Tots form a circle for a special 

10:30 a.m. Free. Info' 863-1066, ext. 11. 

MUSIC WITH PETER: See THU.18. 10:30 a.m. 
PRESCHOOL STORYTIME: See THU.18. 10-10:45 

'STORIES WITH MEGAN': Preschoolers ages 2 to 

Burlington, 11-11:30 a.m. Free. Info. B65-7216. 
TEEN ADVISORY BOARD: Middle and high school- 


BOOK DISCUSSION SERIES: REVENGE: Andre 

MARJORIE CADY MEMORIAL WRITERS GROUP: 

noon. Free. Info. 388-2926, cpotter935®comcast 

OUR STORIES: PAST, PRESENT & FUTURE": Adults 

Memorial Library. Willlston, 12:30-2:30 p.m Free. 
POETRY WRITING WORKSHOP: Creators of verse 
Library, Willlston. 6-7:30 p.m. Free. Info. 878-4918. 
TOM SLAYTON: As part of the Distinguished 



Library. Burlington, 4-5 p.m. Free. Info. 865-7216. 

music 

CHAMPLAIN ECHOES OPEN REHEARSALS: The 

BURLINGTON BOMBERS ROLLER DERBY NEW 
MEMBER ORIENTATION: See WED.17. 7-9 p.m. 
CO-ED DODGEBALL: Players break a sweat chuck- 

6:25-7:30 p.m. 55. Info. 598-8539. 

words 

BARON WORMSER: The Cabot-based author of 


TUE.23 

community 

VOLUNTEER INFORMATION 
& ORIENTATION: See WED.17. 

4:30-5:30 p.m. 

environment 

Arts Center. Burlington, 6-8 p.m. Free. Info, 864- 


VERMONT OUTDOOR JOB FAIR: Ski resorts, sum- 


health & fitness 

LAUGHTER YOGA: What's so funny? Giggles burst 

Burlington, 9-10 ajn. Free. Info, 355-5129. 

AFRICAN ART CLOSE UP': Little ones take in the 

LEGOS & PUZZLES: Kids ages 5 and up and their 

TODDLER STORYTIME: Little ones ages 18 to 


music 

7-10:30 p.m. 530-35: free for ages 


DR. TRACIE CHURCH GUZZIO: An 

culture. Angell College Center SUNY 
Plattsburgh. N.Y., 7 p.m. Free. Info, 518-564- 


JANE BECK: This lecturer muses on the lasting 


Burlington, 10:30-11:30 a.m. Free. Info. 658-3585. 

Info, 229-0774. 


fairs & festivals 


WED. 24 


NATIONAL PANCAKE DAY: Di 

local charities. Inro. 658-3303. 

UMEBOSHI. THE ALKALIZING JEWEL': Cher 

5:30-7 p.m. SB-10. Info, 223-8004, ext. 202, info® 


HOUSING & CONSERVATION DAY: Supporters of 

a.m. - 2 p.m. Free. Info, 861-7378. 


WORKPLACE ETIQUETTE: Presenter John Parmelee 

Angell College Center. SUNY Plattsburgh, N.Y.. 4:30 
p.m. Free. Info, 518-564-4169. 



LIST YOUR EVENT FOR FREE AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM/POSTEVENT 


environment 

ABRAHAM-HICKS STUDY GROUP: See WED.17. 

BURNHAM KNITTERS: See WED.17. 7-8:30 p.m. 

JAPANESE CONVERSATION GROUP: Folks swop 

LUNCH IN A FOREIGN LANGUAGE*: Si 


ORIGAMI CLASS: SeeWED.T7.10:30-ll:30o.r 


film 

‘NAPOLEON*: Abel Gance's sprawling 1927 blopic 

7 p.m. SS-7. Info. 603-646-2422. 6 

food & drink 

7:30pjTl. $15. Info. 863-2569. 

LAMOILLE VALLEY YEAR-ROUND FARMERS 
ARTISAN MARKET: See WED.17. 3-7 p.m. 

health & fitness 

A DRUG-FREE APPROACH TO FIBROMYALGIA': Dr. 


LEGO S 8, PUZZLES: See TUE.23. 10 am. - noon. 

MOVING & GROOVING WITH CHRISTINE*: See 

PETER THE MUSIC MAN. See WED.17, 12:30-1 p.m. 

EILEEN IVERS: A Celtic Fiddler and former 


an ensemble of 13 musi- 

JEAN BERGER CELEBRATION CONCERT: Tire 


ALAO KUNG FU: Si 
BURLINGTON BOMBERS ROLLER DERBY NEW 
MEMBER ORIENTATION: See WED.17. 7-9 p.m. 


ART WOOLF: H 

at UVM addresses "The Woolf at the Door Troubled 

GIULIANA MAMMUCARI: Listeners get a look at 

7 p.m. Free. Info. B78-4918. 

LOlCTASSE: A political scientist considers the 


THE CHAMPLAIN LINE OFTHE UNDERGROUND 

Room. Angell College Center, SUNY Plattsburgh. 
N.Y., 6:30 p.m. Free Info. 518-564-3095 . 

VISUAL PRESENTATIONS. LECTURE: A PowerPoint 


theater 

DAMASCUS': See WED.17, 7:30 p.m. 
FARMERS NIGHT: In a tradition of midweek 


MET LIVE IN HD: PALACE 9: Placldo Domingo 

Burlington. 6:30 p.m. S20-24. Info. 864-5610. 

words 

BOOK DISCUSSION: Readers delve into selected 
Short Stor/ series. Blake Memorial Library. East 

BOOK DISCUSSION SERIES: RETELLINGS: Readers 

Library. 7 p.m. Free. Info, 652-7076. 

DINES. DISCUSS POTLUCK SERIES: Bibliophiles 

PROPHETIC ODYSSEY*: See WED.17, 11:30 a.m. - 
THE PAINTED WORD*: Stanza scribblers express 


tunes. Brand Hall. Faith United Methodist Church. 
South Burlington. 10 a.m Free. Info. 343-2604. 

RIK PAL1ERI, RICKO NESTLER & RICKY BALA: 



Hip-Hop Dance from Brazil 

Grupo de Rua: “H3” 

Thursday, February 18 at 7:30 pm 

“Vivid and reassuring ... and sometimes 
extraordinarily brilliant.” — The Guardian 



- CtpikOne TT*" 
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The Israel Ballet: 
“Don Quixote” 

Friday, February 19 at 8 pm 

^ ww»llynnceiilet«9 


“In Israel, there are two miracles: First, there 
is water. Second, there is the Israel Ballet." 
— Anthony Tudor 


with additional support from Media supra: ”: lyyr 101-7 FM 

Israel Center ot Vermont 


^122138013?/ www.flynncenteT.org or call 86-flynn 



Closed Monday 


SHOP BURLINGTON’S 
URBAN ECO-STYLE CENTER. 

We have everything (or the 
environmentally minded home. 

Shop Locally and show your commitment 
to a more sustainable lifestyle. We have a 
wonderful selection of furniture, mattresses, 
bedding, glassware, jewelry, hand bags, 
accessories, uniquegifts, and children's 
items.,. All exclusively eco-friendly. 

67 Main Street I Burlington, VT I 802.881.0633 I 1 

www.thegreenlifevt.com 


Certificate in Nonprofit Management 

A collaborative project by Champlain 
College and Marlboro College 


g CHAMPLAIN 

GRADUATE SCHOOL ” COLLEGE 


m Marlboro Collegt 

* * — . 


Classes begin: 

March 12 in Burlington & March 19 in Springfield 


•10 days of affordable 
management training designed 
specifically for the nonprofit 
leader and managers. 


• Tuition assistance for eligible 
employers provided by the 
Vermont Training Program. 


Financial Assistance Available 

nonprofit.marlboro.edu • 802-257-4888 
nonprofit.champlain.edu • 802-865-5471 


TOPICS INCLUDE: 

■ Strategic Planning 

■ Financial Management 

■ Marketing 

■ Fundraising 

■ HR Basics 

■ Conflict Resolution 

• Board Governance 




SEEKING THERAPEUTIC FOSTER 
PARENTS AND RESPITE PROVIDERS 
FOR VERMONT YOUTH 

Northeastern Family Institute is currently seeking therapeutic 
respite providers and foster parents to provide a structured, 
well-supervised nurturing home for children ages 6-18. Teach 
socially appropriate behavior in a family setting, promote 
situations that enhance self-esteem and positive life choices 
and encourage constructive problem solving. 


The foster or respite placement comes with 
a tax-free stipend, a team of professionals 
and 24-hour support system. 

For more information please call 
Jodie Clarke at 802-658-3924 ext. 1028 
or jodieclarke@nafi.com. 



Northeastern Family Institute 
30 Airport Road, So. Burlington, VT 05403 


© 
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classes 


CLASS PHOTOS + MORE INFO ONLINE SEVENDAYSVT.COM/CLASSES 



ins welcome. No dance experi- 
ence, partner or preregistra- 
tion required, just the desire 

and prepare for an enjoyable 
workout! 

INTRODUCTION TO BALLET: 


classes®burlingtontaiko. 

org. www.burlingtontaiko. 
com. Beginning classes in 
Burlington! Tuesdays -Kids, 
4:30-5:20 p.m., $54/7 weeks. 



and art forms you'll see on 

meet the artists and see how 
they worked their magic! 

SUMMER CAMPS & CLASSES 
ANNOUNCED!: Location: 
Flynn Center, Burlington. 



studio lights/softt 


Burlington. Explore th 
workings of the manua 
film or digital SLR cam. 



BCA 


Call 802-865-7166 for info 
or register online at 
BurlingtonCityArts. com. 
Teacher bios are also 
available online. 



burlington city 
arts 

CLAY: PARENT AND CHILD 
WHEEL: Mar. 6 -Apr. 3. 
10-11:30 a.m.. Weekly on 
Saturday. Cost: S150/pair, 
$135/pair BCA members. 








l. Improve how you feel, 
ss taught by 


Fundamentals, Laban 
Movement Analysis, and 

lates your sense of artistry 
and innate creativity while 
developing strength, flexibilit 


dreams 

Cost: $160/series of eight 

MA, certified Embodied 
Dream Imagery Practitioner, 
302-522-3698. A method 
originated by Jungian analyst 
Robert Bosnak. One is guided 

a series of questions that help 
one explore the dream images 
using the body as a container 

often conflicting feelings. 


By holding these conflicting 
states simultaneously one can 



drumming 

BURLINGTON TAIKO 
Space (across from Outer 
Burlington.JnteBuriington 



flynn arts 

THE ACTING: Teens & Adults: 
Saturday. Mar. 6, 10 a.m. - 1 
p.m. Instructor: Kathryn 
Blume. Cost: $35. Location: 
Flynn Center, Burlington. Info: 
802-652-4548. flynnarts® 

of making a life in "The sfzT 
This workshop demystifies 
the work of building a life as 

resumes, Ross Reports, break- 
downs, unions, mailings, day 
jobs and the many other tools 
of the trade. Practice audition 
essentials including general 
etiquette, prepared mono- 

If you've got them, bring head- 
shots, resumes and audition 
monologues. If not, you'll leave 
knowing where to start! 

CATERPILLAR FAMILY SHOW 
WORKSHOP: Ages 3-7, 

Center, Burlington. Info: 802- 
652-4548, flynnarts@flynn 
center.org. Coming to see The 
Very Hungry Caterpillar" at 
the Flynn? Enrich your child's 
experience of the performance 
in an exploratory workshop led 
by FlynnArts faculty in one of 
our studios. Together, you and 


Info: 802-652-4548, flynn 
arts@fiynncenter.org. Many 
favorites return and exciting 
new opportunities abound 


Talented teens may audition 
for two fully produced sum- 
mer shows (The Phenomenal 
Flynn Vaudeville Cabaret" 
and "13") or join the intensive 
Summertime Jazz program. 
Full day camps include option- 
al after-camp care, to make 
life easier for working parents. 
Schedules posted online at 
www.fiynncenter.org. 

BALLET MASTERCLASS 
WITH THE ISRAEL BALLET: 
Intermediate/ Advanced 

Location: Flynn Center, 
Burlington. Info: 802-652- 
4548, fiynnarts@flynncenter. 

time in 25 years. Renowned 




for those looking to broaden 


FLYMMARTS 



gardening 


SOIL 101: THE BUILDING 
BLOCKS OF ANY GARDEN: 



basics of testing, preparing 
and maintaining healthy soil. 
Preregistration is required. 



listing. 


health 

FREE FAMILY EDUCATION 



classes 


> THE FOLLOWING CLASS LISTINGS ARE PAID 
1 ADVERTISEMENTS. ANNOUNCE VOUR CLASS FOR AS 
LITTLE AS $13.75/WEEK (INCLUDES SIX PHOTOS AND 
UNLIMITED DESCRIPTION ONLINE). SUBMIT YOUR 
CLASS AD AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM/POSTCLASS. 


language 


HEALTH « P.63 

mental illness? The challenges 
of living with someone with 
depression, bipolar disorder 
or schizophrenia can be 
overwhelming. Learn the facts 
about major mental illness, 
enhance your problem-solving 
skills, improve communication 
and receive emotional sup- 
port from trained instructors 
and other participants. NAMI 
is offering a FREE 12-week 
class starting in March in 
Brattleboro and Burlington 
and in April in Middlebury. 
Space is limited. 

herbs 


apply now. Location: 

Wisdom of the Herbs School. 
Woodbury. Info: Annie 
McCleary, 802-453-6764, 
anniemc@gmavt.net, www. 
WisdomOflheHerbsSchool. 
com. Unique experiential pro- 
grams embracing wild plants, 
holistic health and sustainable 
living skills, valuable tools for 
living on the Earth in these 
changing times. Learn through 
herb walks and nature adven- 
tures, communion with nature, 
hands-on wild harvesting and 
preparation of wild edibles, 
and herbal home remedies, 


holistic health 


AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE 
LEVEL 1: Apr. 1 - Jun. 24. 6-8 
p.m.. Weekly on Thursday. 
Cost: $175/class and buy the 
book: Learning American 
Sign Language: Levels 1 & 

2 - Beginning & Intermediate 
(2nd Editions)(Spiral-bound) 
Tom Humphries and Carol 
Padden (Amazon or Barnes & 
Noble). Location: NCSS Family 
Center (Mable conference 
room), St. Albans, as well as 
the Burlington Police Dept 
Community room, Burlington. 
Info: Keri Darling, 802-661- 
4240, kdarling@dvas.org. 

This class is for anyone who is 
interested in learning begin- 
ning American Sign Language. 
Registration deadline: March 

LEARN SPANISH & OPEN NEW 
DOORS: Location: Spanish in 
Waterbury Center, Waterbury 
Center. Info: Spanish In 
Waterbury Center, 802-659- 
4181, spanishparavos@gmail. 
com. We provide high-quality, 
affordable instruction in the 
Spanish language for adults, 
teens and children. Learn from 

3 native speaker via small 


movements, and pinning and 
throwing techniques. We also 
teach sword/staff arts and 
knife defense. Adult classes 
7 days a week. The Samurai 
Youth Program provides 
scholarships for children and 


AIKIDO CLASSES: Location: 
Vermont Aikido, 274 N. 
Winooski Ave., Burlington. 


vermontaikido.org. Aikido 
101: Join us for this free class! 
This free "Introduction to 
Aikido" session is offered at 10 
a.m. on the 3rd SaL of every 
month. Please bring or wear 
loose-fitting exercise clothing 
and plan to arrive 15 minutes 
before the session begins to 
register. The class will be non- 
strenuous and is open to all 
who are interested in learning 
more about Aikido, hands on. 


the first Saturday of each 
month for meditation and 
discussions. 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. 

An Open House occurs every 
third Wednesday evening of 
each month, 7-9 p.m., which 
includes an intro to the 
center, a short dharma talk 
and socializing. Location: 
Burlington Shambhala 
Center, 187 So. Winooski Ave., 
Burlington. Info: 802-658- 
6795, www.burlingtonshamb 
halactr.org. Through the 
practice of sitting still and fol- 
lowing your breath as it goes 
out and dissolves, you are 
connecting with your heart. By 
simply letting yourself be, as 
you are, you develop genuine 
sympathy toward yourself. The 
Burlington Shambhala Center 
offers meditation as a path to 
discovering gentleness and 

PAUSE: MOMENTS OF 
PEACE: Mar. 10-31, 6-7 p.m. 
Cost: $75/4 1-hour classes. 
Location: The Ayurvedic 
Center, 34 Oak Hill Rd.. 
Williston. Info: The Ayurvedic 
Center, Kim Nolan, 802-872- 
8898, nolanvt@me.com. 
Classes are user friendly, 
aimed toward having fun 


you how to use your photo- 
graphs to create movement 
out of abstract images, pho- 
tographs and anything in be- 
tween. Resulting animations 
can be posted on YouTube 
or on your personal website, 
or become the start of a DVD 


DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY: 

Winter classes - one-on- 
one private classes of your 
choice. Location: Linda Rock 
Photography, 3 Saybrook 
Rd., Essex. Info: 802-879- 
4930, lrphotography@ 
comcast.net. Beginner Digital 
Photography, Intermediate 
Digital Photography, Workflow, 
Lighting Techniques. Set up 
your Photo Business, Portrait 
Posing and more.. See www. 
lindarockphotography.com for 
more details. 


pilates 


package/pricing options to 
suit your budget. Please call 
for pricing details. Location: 
208 Flynn Ave. (across from 
Tops, near 
:), Burlington. 





CLASS PHOTOS + MORE INFO ONLINE SEVENDAYSVT.COM/CLASSES = 


Watson, 802-860-6203, mwat- 

WALKING THE PATH OF THE 
SHAMAN: Weekly individual 

Clark & Sarah Finlay. 802-253- 
7846, peterdarkl3@gmail. 


available. 802-578-6120. 


spirituality 


HAND ANALYSIS INTENSIVE 
COURSE: Fri„ Mar. 5 - Sun., 
Mar. 7. Cost: $725/18 hours of 

janet savage, 802-279-8554, 


shelburne art 
center 

LATE WINTER CLASSES: 3-5 

Art Center, 64 Harbor Rd.. 
Center. 802-985-3648, info® 

snowkiting 

SNOWKITING LESSONS: Daily 
lessons while ice is safe (gen- 
erally Jan. -April). Cost: $95/3- 

State Park, South Hero/ 
Rachael Miller, 802-951-2sf6, 




SNAKE STYLE TAI CHI CHUAN: 

TAK FAI TAI CHI INSTITUTE, 
100 Church St., Burlington. 
Info: 802-864-7902, www.ipta 
ichi.org. The Yang Snake Style 


BEGINNER'S TAI CHI CHIH: 

Tuesday, Feb. 23, 12-12:50 
Location: UVM's Ira Allen 
802-343-6422, taichivt@aol. 




BEGINNER 8, ADV. VIDEO 
CLASSES: Feb. 23 - Mar. 20, 
6:30-8:30 p.m., Weekly on 

Saturday. Cost: $180/2 -hour 




yoga 

EVOLUTION YOGA: Daily yoga 



$10. Location: Evolution Yoga, 
Burlington. Info: 802-864- 

Our staff of all certified teach- 

SOUTH END STUDIO: Yoga 
$1 3/single class; 5, 10 and 


SUGARBUSH 

adventure 

GAMES 


AJ> -4r-£ — b-Jg- - A'AcA 

Saturday, April 10 

SUGARBUSH KIDS' TRIATHLON 

Sunday, April 11 

THE SUGARBUSH TRIATHLON 

a four-event triathlon, open to 
individuals and teams. 

KEEP YOUR BODY I (Run, Kayak/Canoe. Cycle, XC Ski) 

i STRONG WITH 


Rushford Family Chiropractic 

y 100 Dorset Street, Suite 21 -860-3336 
www.rushfordchiropractic.com 


For more information, visit sugarbush.cc 


1 l\ 


Video, Petr Kepka, 802-862- 
0844, poeticvideo@earthlink. 


Info: 802-540-0044, sabrina® 

Fridays (Kripalu), $8 Tuesdays 
(Vinyasa) and $7 Lunchtime 

YOGA AT NOON: Yourfirst 

Cost: $1 2/drop-in, $9.50 w/ 
class card. Location: Natural 
Bodies Pilates, 49 Heineberg 

802-863-3369, lucille®natu 


CENTRAL TO YOUR NEW LIFE 



Pediatrician 


"My nurses were incredible.. .especially Sharon. My son Hayden 
was born here before the new Birthing Center and I can't believe 
the difference. I love my big, comfortable room and I really loved 
the tub. It made a big difference!" 

Colin (4) and Hayden (2) Trottier have a baby sister! Sweet Erin Violet was 
born on Wednesday, February 10 and weighed 7lb/4oz and was IS" long. 
Mom Brandy and dad Scott are thrilled to have a daughter. We found them 
enjoying a few quiet moments together before heading home to introduce 
Erin to her big brothers. The Trottier family live in Orange. Peace & happiness. 

^ W Central Vermont Medical Center 


■= = Central To Your Well Being www.cvmc.org 


Central Vermont OB/GYN & 
MIDWIFERY - 371-5961 
Call 371-4613 to schedule a tour of our 
Garden Path Birthing Center. 





art 


Looking Back, 
Looking Forward 


5 

i 


I n the hall of the PHOTOSTOP gallery, a 
row of Lia Rothstein’s black-and-white 
photographs exudes a somber gravity. In 
one image, silvery grain swims over the 
surface in a watery blur before crystal- 
lizing at the intersection of gravel and train 
tracks. The nightmarish blurred shape of the 
Auschwitz-Birkenau “Gate of Death," the 
entrance to one of the world's darkest sites, 
looms in the distance. 

Rothstein visited the concentration camp 
in April 2009 and took photographs with a 
lens that selectively blurs images. Captured 
over the course of a tour through the camp, 
the images seem simultaneously hurried 
and eternal; the anguish and eerie stasis that 
haunt the place fill each frame. 

Rothstein, a photographer for 30 years 
and owner of PHOTOSTOP, uses the selec- 
tive blur of the lens with precision, tuning 
its focus to the aesthetic and emotional epi- 
center of each image. In “Ruins of Kremato- 
ries II & III," the focus rests in the center of 
the photograph, on a break in the concrete 
remnants of the crematoria and the spindly 
white birches beyond. The trees stand silent 
and thin, simultaneously witnesses to the 
dreadful past and symbols of life and regen- 

Inside the gallery visitors can find Cyn- 
thia Beth Rubin’s two series, “Layered Histo- 
ries” and "Memories & Wanderings.” While 
Rothstein’s photos appear worn smooth, 
Rubin's are angular. Yet both are emotionally 
and visually intense. 

Rubin’s "Memories & Wanderings" series 
conveys a conversation between the artist's 
younger and current selves. During a 1968 
course at Antioch College in Ohio, Rubin 
made drawings, then put them away; she re- 
discovered them in 2007. In the intervening 
years, she became a pioneering digital art- 
ist. Having worked at the technology’s cut- 
ting edge since it first sparked her interest 
in 1984, Rubin is now a recognized authority 
with an impressive list of book inclusions, 
teaching appointments and exhibitions to 
her credit In "Memories & Wanderings,” she 
abstracted the 1968 drawings, creating layers 
of digital art and drawing that mingle in each 

There is tenderness in this body of work, 
and a textural, painterly hand that’s ofien 
missing from the world of digital polish and 
perfection. Rubin overlaps her depictions of 
wandering through the woods as a college 
freshman and her carefully honed digital art- 
istry, highlighting the particular freshness of 

From a smaller alcove of the gallery, 
Rubin's interactive audiovisual installation 
"Layered Histories: The Wandering Bible of 
Marseilles” spills its otherworldly music and 



from inside camp 2009" by Lia Rothstein 

•• ' ■ -T 



CAPTURED OVER THE COURSE 
OF ATOUR THROUGH THE 
CAMP THE IMAGES SEEM 

SIMULTANEOUSLY 
HURRIED AND ETERNAL. 


saturated imagery into the room. The instal- 
lation is a collaboration of Rubin and com- 
poser Bob Gluck that grew out of the story 
of the 13th-century Spanish illuminated He- 
brew Bible, which went missing during the 
1492 expulsion of Jews from Spain. 

According to curator Rothstein, the 
Marseilles Bible is significant to the artist 
because it was created and used during a 
time when Muslims, Christians and Jews 
lived together peacefully. In Rubin's instal- 
lation, the viewer is invited to draw on the 
surface of a patterned tablet with a stylus, 
creating interactive collages of images and 
sounds. The pictures and music that ac- 
company the movement of the pen create 
a kind of fictionalized slideshow version 
of the years between the bible's disap- 
pearance in 1492 and its rediscovery in the 
1880s, as if evoking them from the book's 
“memory." 

The book becomes a first-person nar- 
rator weaving its way through those nearly 
400 years with a mix of disorientation and 
wonder. The story's complex overlapping 
of cultural history, particular circumstance 
and necessity are rich fodder for the media 


of video and sound art, and Rubin makes the 
work engrossing. 

Aesthetically, her pieces and Rothstein's 
are appropriately and tastefully separated, 
giving each series proper space for consid- 
eration. Still, gallery visitors will notice that 
both artists connect their works to Eastern 
European and Jewish history, whether in 
hidden or obvious ways, and each deals with 
loss and memory. 

At times, Rubin’s fervor for the digital 
world seems out of step with the sorrowful 
factuality of Rothstein’s photographs. Yet 
the stylistic distance between those works 
reflects our historical sense of being divided. 
The past smolders in shades of gray, ground- 
ing the viewer with its weight, while the 
future yawns bold on the horizon, its shape 
shifting with each interaction. 

AMY RAHN 


Cynthia Beth Rubin. "Memories & 
Rothstein. "Auschwitz-Birkenau 2009," both 
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■ Ukrainian Egg 
" Decorating 

| Demonstrations JjjjpOjSjSi 
every Saturday f 
| starting f 

February 27, 

■ through April 3 


B<gutiliers 


98 Church Street, Burlington 
864.5475 ■ boutitiers.com 
M-Sat 10-6, Sun 12-5 


VOLUNTEERS 

NEEDED 


HELP US DEVELOP 
VACCINES FOR 
BACTERIAL ILLNESSES 

Inpatient/Outpatient 
Clinical Research Study 


Healthy Adults Ages 18-50 
2 screening visits; 2 required 
hospital stays (approx. 9 days 
each); and up to 14 follow-up 
visits 

Up to $ 1 35 compensation 
for each inpatient day; up to g 

$65 compensation for each £ 

outpatient visit | 

Bonus for completing all visits 3 



Please contact us for information 
and scheduling: 

Phone 656-0013 

Email VaccineTestingCenteriauvm.edu 
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DR AWN ’^'POyTldcd N0VEL GRAPHICS FROM THE CENTER FOR CARTOON STUDIES 
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* MEANWHILE IN WHITE RIVER JUNCTION 








Mary E. Johnson What do lawn ornaments, flapping laundry, 
vegetable gardens and shrubs have in common? A lot of yards, of course — and 
Johnson's photographic exhibition titled “Constructed Spaces," at 215 College Gallery 
in Burlington. Using a vintage Speed Graphic 4x5 view camera and traditional 
darkroom processing, she creates black-and-white silver gelatin prints and cyanotypes 
that explore the "construction and utilization of outdoor yard space as an extension of 
each occupant's home and personality.” In other words, what the junk we leave in our 
yards says about us. Johnson’s images are on view through February 21. 


BURLINGTON AREA ART SHOWS « P.B7 

'MEMORY/DREAM. DREAM/MEMORY': A 

Center In Burlington. Info, 656-4150. 
RENEE VAN DER STELT: Veiled Geography: 


ROBERT WALDO BRUNELLE JR.: "T-Buckets & The 

30 at The Wing B ulldlng Gallery in Burlington, info. 
899-11 06. 


central 

ART AUCTION FOR HAITI: Students at Waitsfield 

All funds donated to AMURTEL Through March 1 
at Big Picture Theater & Cafe in Waitsfield. Info, 

DEREK LARSON: "Red Mountain." video and 

287-8926. 

DRAGON DANCETHEATRE MASKS: Faces made 


SHAWNA CROSS: Abstract paintings that 

SHEILA POETTGEN: Limited-edition prints with 
Tribeca in Burlington. Info. 922-3381. 

VERMONT HAND CRAFTERS: Fine art by Joan 

Burlington. Info. 800-373-5429. 

VERY SPECIAL ARTS VERMONT SCULPTURE 

Fletcher Free Library in Burlington. Info. 865-7211. 

WOMENTO WATCH 2010: CONTEMPORARY 
FIGURATIVE PAINTING': Five emerging Vermont 


FABULOUS FIBER FEBRUARY*: M 

Blinking Light Gallery in Plainfield. Info. 454-0141. 

FRIENDS OF GODOARO COLLEGE: TheGoddard 

at Goddard College m Plainfield 1 Info. 3I2-I6I7. 




CENTRALARTSHOWS » 




art 




The experiences malee the eduMiticn.. 


Patricia Hechmer, DSH 
Homeopath 
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qoodstuffstores.com 
ST. ALBANS ~ Superstore 
BURLINGTON 
Top of Church Street 
WATERBURY / STOWE 


HOW TO BUY OR SELL 

A BUSINESS 


THURSDAY FEBRUARY 25, 5:30 - 8:30 P.M. 

KeyBank Corporate Plaza - Third Floor - 76 St. Paul St., Burlington 

$25/person or $40/couple 

Presented by SCORE. I Sponsored by KeyBank 




©Lyndon 

a Vermont state college 
Lyndonctate.erin/instnntc(ecisU>n. 


Lyndon students get it. 


so majors flrwt trnotes 
that will makt you 
love your life. 


GLEN COBURN HUTCHESON: Oil paintings and 


GROUP SCULPTURE SHOW: 




KEVIN MACNEIL BROWN: ' 

KNOTS OF LOVE 1 : An 1818 watercolor and ink 

Into. 479-8519. 

LAUREN STUTZMAN: "Craftwerk and hilarity in 

LIA ROTH STEIN & CYNTHIA BETH RUBIN: 

"Auschwitz-Birkenau 2009; toned black-and-white 




MICKI COLBECK: "Land. River. Sky." oil paintings 


Gallery. Through February 20 at Studio Place Arts 
in Barre. Into. 479-7069. 


champlain valley 

AMERICAN PAINTINGS AND PRINTS FROM THE 
SHELBURNE MUSEUM. Thirty works represent the 

College Museum of Art. Info. 443-3168. 

Info. 443-3168. 

CATHERINE HALL& SHELLEY WARREN: 

Castleton State College, lnfo.468-1266. ^ 

CLAY STUDIO STUDENT SHOW: Creations by 

27 at Art on Main In Bristol. Info. 453-4032. 

FACES. FIGURES. FASCINATION': Paintings. 

Space Gallery in Vergennes. Info. 877-3850. 

FRAN BULL: "In Flanders Fields." an installation of 




Middlebury College Museum of Art. Info. 443-3168. 
QUILTS OLD AND NEW: "Stitching Together 











1 ART SHOWS : 



‘Art With HoSrt* Friends who paint together, show together. At least 


that’s the case with Ann Bissonnette, Adrienne Fisher, Sue Fletcher, Bambi Lapointe 
Fontaine, Kit Howe, Barb Hubbard, Jane Sandberg and Chris Sumner — watercolorists 
who've shared their work with each other for years. The pals put their pictures together 
for an exhibit at the Emile A. Gruppe Gallery in Jericho that can be seen through March 
14. Pictured: cardinals by Bambi Lapointe Fontaine. 


Restaurant in New Haven. Info. 377-2579. 

Through March 20 at Chaffee Art Center in Rutland. 
'STATES OF NATURE’: A dozen painters and seven 


northern 

'ART WITH HEART: A group show featuring 

BRADLEY FOX: 'You're Blocking My View." new 


BUY ART AT TART: Recent works by Heidi Lague. 

ELIZABETH NELSON: Fifteen landscape paintings 

22 at Claire's Restaurant & Bar in Hardwick. Info. 
586-8078. 

FEBRUARY FEATURED ARTISTS: Nancy Adrlance. 


FRED VARNEY & SARAH KINSELLA WAITE: 

HEIDI POLLARD: "Unsayable," recent paintings. 

Johnson State College. Info. 635-1469. 

LISA FORSTER BEACH: "Winter in Ski Country." 

NORTHERN VERMONT ARTIST ASSOCIATION: 


SENIOR ARTISTS EXHIBITION: M 

February 20 at Red Mill Gallery in Johnson. Info. 
WAFAA BILAL: "Agent Intellect." a new-media. 

regional 

MODERN AND CONTEMPORARY ART AT 
DARTMOUTH*: Highlights from the college's col- 


Buck, Buck, 
BoBuck, 
Banana, 
Fana, Fo~ 


You get the picture. 


LL 9dx>l 


WIN 

an American Idol Sleep Set by Serta 
and a chance to win a trip to the 
2010 American Idol finale in Hollywood! 
Go to Buck’s Furniture to enter. 

Buck’s Furniture, Rt. 15, Wolcott 
(800)848-3537 • bucksfurniture.com 









NEW IN THEATERS 

SHUTTER ISLAND: Leonardo Dl Caprlo and Mark 

von Sydow. (138 min, R Capitol, Essex. Majestic, 
YES MEN FIX THE WORLD: Andy Bichlbaum and 

" *" in. NR. Palace) 


NOW PLAYING 

ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS: THE 
SQUEAKQUEL**The high-pitched trio 

directed. (88 min.PG. Essex. Majestic) 
AVATAR*** Sam Worthington. Zoe Saldana 
S400-million CGI-fest about an ex-Marinewho 

Big Picture. Capitol. Essex, Majestic. Palace) 

THE BUND SIDE**l/2 Sandra Bullock stars In the 

Rookie). (126 min. PG-13. Majestic. Palace) 

THE BOOK OF EU**l/2 On The Road again. If 

Albert and Allen Hughes direct. (118 min. R Big 
CELINE: THROUGH THE EYES OF THE WORLD: This 

Laporte directed. (127 min. NR Majestic) 

CRAZY HEART**** Jeff Bridges stars in the 

min. R. Roxy. Savoy) 

DEAR JOHN*l/Z Lasse (The Hoax) Hallstrom 

Seyfried. (108 min, PG-13. Bijou. Capitol, Essex, 
Majestic, Palace. Roxy. Stowe. Welden) 

EDGE OF DARKNESS** This saga Df a Boston 


(116 min. R Capitol. Essex. Majestic. Palace. Roxy) 
AN EDUCATION***** Carey Mulligan gives a 

FROM PARIS WITH LOVE* John Travolta plays 

costars. (95 min. R. Bijou, Capitol. Essex. Majestic. 
THE HURT LOCKER**** Kathryn (Strange Days) 


min. R Palace) 

THE IMAGINARIUM OF DOCTOR 
PARNASSUS***l/2 Christopher Plummer 


ratings 


= refund, please 

* = could've been worse, but not a lot 
At* = has its moments; so-so 
*** = smarter than the average bear 


INVICTUS*** Morgan Freeman stars in the 

ITS COMPLICATED*** Meryl Streep and 

Martin. Lake Bell and John Krasinski also star. (120 
min. R Palace) 

KUNG FU PANDA*** Jack Black heads the voice 

PERCY JACKSON & THE OLYMPIANS: THE 
LIGHTNING THIEF**1/Z With the Horry Potter 


COURTESY OF METACRITIC.COM. 


SHERLOCK HOLMES*** Guy (Snatch) Ritchie. 

McAdams also stars. (128 min, PG-13. Majestic) 

A SINGLE MAN***l/2 Colin Firth plays an English 

TOOTH FAIRY** Dwayne Johnson, the ex-wrestler 

(The Santa Clouse 2) Lembeck directs. (101 min. PG. 
Bijou. Capitol. Essex. Majestic. Palace. Welden) 


NOW PLAYING » 


rewind 


rehabilitative massage in a 
relaxed setting 


#;SOVERNEI 

I COMMUNICATIONS 

Telephone and internet services 
from a local company 
with a commitment to 
total customer satisfaction. 



CTTm 


24 Main St, Downtown Winooski: 655-4888 11 Essex Shoppes 8t Cinema 878-2788 

Mon-Sat ll:30am-2:30pm 7430-9:30 pm ClosedSun || Mon-Sat 11:30am-9:00pm Sunl2-7pm 


mi ‘Rgjjtaurant , 









MOVIE CLIPS = 




VALENTINE'S DAY* Julia Roberts. Bradley Cooper. 


Welden) 

WHEN IN R0ME*l/2 Kristen Bell stars in this 

THE WOLFMAN*1/2 B enicio Del Toro stars in this 

Hopkins. Directed by Joe ( Hidalgo ) Johnston. (125 
Roxy. Welden) 


NEW ON VIDEO 


COCO BEFORE CHANEL****l/2 Audrey Tautou 


GOOD HAIR***l/2 Chris Rock looks at the fraught 

documentary. Jeff Stilson directed. (95 min PG-13) 
LAW ABIDING CITIZEN*l/2 F. Gary Gray (The Italian 

Gerard Butler. Jamie Foxx and Viola Davis star. (108 


ratings 

★ = refund, please 

** = could've been worse, but not a lot 
**★ = has its moments; so-so 
**** = smarter than the average bear 
***** = as good as It gets 


THE ROXY CINEMAS 


MOVIE quiz 


MERRILLTHEATRES.NET 


PLAYING TAG Time once again for the version of our 
game that puts your memory and marketing savvy quite literally 
to the test. What we've got for you this week are tag lines and 
titles from eight well-known films. Your job, as always, is to make 
the appropriate match... 


1) Trapped in time. Surrounded by evil. Low on gas. 

2) The dead have waited. The day has come. 

3) It's their night to come alive. 

4) It's just one of those days when you're feeling a lit 

5) Shut up or die. 

6) Can they be stopped? 

7) Experimentation ... Evolution ... Extinction. 

8) This place is so dead. 

A) DAY OF THE DEAD 

B) ZOMB (ELAND 

C) THE EVIL DEAD 

D) SHAUN OF THE DEAD 

E) ARMY OF DARKNESS 

F) DANCE OF THE DEAD 

G) P0NTYP00L 

H) RESIDENT EVIL: EXTINCTION 


LAST WEEK'S WINNER: 


LA ST WEEK'S 
ANSWERS: 

1} BRIDE WARS 

2) FAST & FURIOUS 

3) ZOMBIELAND 

4) GHOSTS OF 
GIRLFREINDS PAST 

5) HOTEL FOR DOGS 

6) WHERE THE WILD 
THINGS ARE 

7j ITS COMPLICATED 
B) EVERYBODY'SFINE 




85 SOUTH PARK DRIVE 


DEADLINE: Noon on Monday. 

PRIZES: 525 gift certificate to the 

by lottery. SEND ENTRIES TO: Movie Quiz. 
PO Box 68. Williston. VT 05495 OR EMAIL: 



the men ! s room 


Tickets on sale NOW! 


HBH 


AVEDA 


MORE THAN 
A GREAT CUT 


© 


OBRIENS 
AVEDA INSTITUTE 


Haircuts $10 Pedicures $25 

All work performed by supervised students 
1475 Shelburne Rd S Burlington 658-9591 
www.obriensavedainstitute.org 





FREE WILL ASTROLOGY BY R0B BBEZSNY 


ARIES (March 21-April 19): I personally don't 
believe we're living in the worst of times, 
although I know many people who do. While 
there are indeed reasons to despair, our cur- 
rent state of affairs is actually in many ways 
quite glorious. And our struggles are puny 
compared to those of the generation that 
lived through the two World Wars and the 
Great Depression. Having said that, I think it's 
fine to believe that civilization is in a terrible 
mess if it motivates you to shed all your trivial 
distractions and inessential wishes so as to 
dedicate yourself to living an exciting, gener- 
ous life that^ rich with love and meaning. 
Now is a primetime for you, Aries, to dedicate 
yourself to such a path. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Throughout 
2010, you're most likely to be consistently in 
the right place at the right time if you cultivate 
an amused skepticism toward what's in vogue. 
In fact, I suspect that only one trend will be of 
any use to you at all. You heard me correctly, 
Taurus: Of all the fashionable obsessions that 
maytempt you, just one will be in sweet align- 
ment with your authentic needs. And guess 
what? Right now happens to be the perfect 
moment to get hooked up with it. 

GEMINI (May21-June20): When I was lead 
vocalist in the band Tao Chemical, I sang a 
tune whose chorus went as follows: "I want 
the truth / the whole truth / nothing but the 
truth / 1 want the truth / Dont beat around the 
bush.* Shortly after we started performing the 
song, my girlfriend broke up with me. And she 
felt free — given what I proclaimed in those 
lyrics — to share with me every excruciating 
detail about her new relationship. It was pain- 
ful, and I felt tempted to forswear the song 
and never utter those brave words again. But 
I was ultimately glad I didn’t weaken. To this 
day, I prefer knowing the full facts. Now I'm 
recommendingtoyou, Gemini, that you pledge 
yourself to the same intention in the coming 
weeks. It should be much easier for you than it 
initially was forme. Most of the truths rushing 
in will be interesting and enlivening, with just 
§ a little angst mixed in. 

> CANCER (June 21-July 22): "Jane Austen 

> was the spinster daughter of a clergyman 
§ who led an uneventful life.' wrote Geoffrey 
•> Wheatcroft in the Guardian. "She just hap- 
v> pened to write half a dozen flawless master- 
pieces, which came perfectly formed, not from 


experience but from imagination.' Most of us 
dont have anything close to the inconceivably 
potent imagination that Austen possessed. 
But I believe 2010 will be a year when you can 
access at least a portion of that wondrous 
capacity. You'll be able to fantasize about 
vast possibilities in exquisite detail. You will 
have great skill at smashing your way free of 
limiting expectations through the power of 
your expansive vision. And the coming weeks 
will be a time when it should all kick into high 
gear. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Of all the symbols in 
the world, the swastika is the most horren- 
dous. As the logo for Hitler's Nazi movement, 
it will forever smack of evil. But it didnt used 
to be that way. In many cultures throughout 
history, from the Greeks to the Hindus to 
the Native Americans, the swastika was a 
representation of the sun's path across the 
sky, and was regarded as highly auspicious, 
even a good luck charm. Can you think of a 
more modest equivalent of this phenomenon 
in your own life, Leo? A formerly wonderful 
thing that got spoiled somewhere along the 
way? The coming weeks will be a good time 
to determine whether you could redeem and 
rehabilitate it 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): I need a break 
from watching you work your psyche to the 
bone. At least for now, I'm not willing to in- 
dulge you in your inclination to do your duty 
so exhaustively that you suffer. And as much 
as I admire your drive to get things perfect, I 
cannot in good conscience encourage you to 
do that, either. It is therefore with a sense of 
relief that I counsel you to take at least a week 
off from the behavior I described. Instead, try 
playful, messy experiments that are in service 
to your own needs. Be a freewheeling explorer, 
a wandering improviser. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): "Whatever gets 
in the way of the work,' wrote poet Jason 
Shinder, “is the work.' His counsel will serve 
as a good reminder for you if you meet with 
obstacles in the coming days, if you ever catch 
yourself thinking, "Damn 1 I'd be making such 
good progress if it weren't for these inconve- 
nient complications,' consider the possibility 
that the inconvenient complications arent 
distractions, but rather crucial clues; they're 
not pains in the assets, but medicinal prods 
CHECK OUT ROB BREZSNVS EXPANDED WEEKLY 



PISCES 

(Feb. 19-March 20): 

Historians trace the origin of 
Poland as a nation to the year 966. 

It mostly thrived for hundreds 
of years, but was extinguished in 
1795, when three imperialistic 
invaders — Russia, Prussia and 
Austria — claimed different parts 
of it as their own. Throughout 
the 19th century, when there 
was no Poland, the Poles fought 
to restore self-rule. Their dream 
came true on November 11, 1918, 
whenPoland once againbecame 
an independent nation. I regard 
the phase you’re now in, Pisces, 
as having certain similarities to 
the state of the Polishpeople in 
October 1918. Congratulations in 
advance for the imminent return 
of your sovereignty. 

that point the way to the real opportunities. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Have you ever 
watched the TV show “The Office'? If so, you 
may remember when Darryl from the ware- 
house was going out with customer service 
rep Kelly. “You need to access your uncrazy 
side,' he told her at a turning point in their 
relationship. "Otherwise, maybe this thing 


I'd like to invite you to do 
i, Scorpio: Tap into, draw up to the 
surface, and abundantly express your uncrazy 
side. I predict that you will have a whole lot of 
fun if you do, thereby proving that you dont 
need to be marinating in chaos and torment 
in orderto experience high adventure. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): The 
game you've been enmeshed in has reached a 
sticking point, or soon will. I recommend that 
you call for a suspension of action, if that's 
not possible, hide from the other players for a 
while, or jokingly tel I them you have to excuse 
yourself because it's time for your regular bout 
of cleansing escapism. Then, during the break, 
scour your brain free of clutter so you can gain 
a more dispassionate view of your own strat- 
egy. I also suggest that you seek the advice of 
a smart and impartial observer. If all goes well, 
youll be able to return to the fray refreshed 
within 10 days. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Being 
scrupulously ethical can be taxing and time- 
consuming. It involves high levels of ongoing 
self-examination, which many people are too 
selfish and lazy to bother with. On the upside, 
pursuing a path with integrity ultimately re- 
duces one’s suffering. It also attracts the kind 
of assistance that is most likely to aid and 
abet oneb quest for liberation. As a bonus, it 
makes it unlikely that one will be a cockroach 
in one's next incarnation. I'm bringing this up. 
Capricorn, because I'm sensing that you're 
about to be tempted to be less than your best 
self. Please don't succumb. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): “The only 
function of economic forecasting is to make 
astrology look respectable,' said renowned 
economist John Kenneth Galbraith. If that's 
true, I'm doubling the damage to my dignity 
by using astrological analysis to make an eco- 
nomic forecast in this horoscope. But that’s 
OK. My job is to report the raw truth as I see 
it, not worry about my reputation or social 
status. And the raw truth as I see it is that 
you are more likely than all the other signs 
of the zodiac to prosper in 2010, even if the 
economy as a whole continues to limp along. 
The next four weeks will be an ideal time to 
launch a masterplan to take advantage of this 
potential. 


AUDIO HOROSCOPES & 


T MESSAGE HOROSCOPES: REALASTROLOGY.COM OR 1-877-873-46 








= NEWS QUIRKS 3YR0LANDSWEET 


Curses, Foiled Again 

Police said Raul Gaucin -Valenzuela, 33, 
and a friend broke into a home in Evans, 
Colo., intending to beat up the friend’s 
ex-wife’s new boyfriend. The plan failed 
because the woman living there was 
baby-sitting Gaucin-Valenzuela's two 
children, ages 8 and 11, who recognized 
their dad, even though a bandanna 
covered his face. Police said Gaucin- 
Valenzuela didn’t realize his kids were 
at the home. (Greeley Daily Tribune) 

Craig Owen David Jr., 32, met his ex- 
girlfriend at a Wal-Mart parking lot in 
Uniontown, Pa., to borrow money for 
prescription medication. State Trooper 
Ozzie Mills said that when the woman 
pulled out a $10 bill to give him, David 
grabbed it and two $20 bills, and fled. 
He was quickly apprehended while 
making his getaway across the parking 
lot on a motorized scooter the store 
owns for the use of disabled shoppers. 
(Uniontown Herald- Standard) 

Respite for Print 

The Long Island daily newspaper 
Newsday became one of the first non- 
business newspapers to charge cus- 
tomers for access to its website, which 
it spent $4 million to redesign and 
relaunch. In the first three months, only 
35 people signed up to pay the $5 fee, 
according to publisher Terry Jiminez, 
who reportedly told a staff meeting, 
“That’s 35 more than I would have 
thought it would have been.” (The New 
York Observer) 

Pre-Slept Comfort 

Holiday Inn introduced abed-warming 
service at three of its English hotels 
provided by staff members dressed in 
fleece sleeper suits and nightcaps. The 
chain said the human bed warmers at 
one Manchester and two London loca- 
tions are equipped with thermometers 
to assure the temperature reaches 68 
degrees F and will leave the bed before 
the guest occupies it. Spokesperson 
Jane Bednall likened the bed-warmers’ 
service to "having a giant hot water 
bottle in your bed.” (Reuters) 

The Power of Suggestion 

Helmut Kichmeier, 27, a performer 
with Britain’s Circus of Horrors whose 
debut as a sword swallower resulted in 
his skewering himself in front of the 
audience, sought the help of British 
hypnotherapist Ray Roberts to learn 
to put himself into a trance so he Could 
swallow multiple swords on stage. After 
his training, Kichmeier was practicing 
in front of a mirror at his London home 
when he accidentally hypnotized him- 
self. He remained in a trance for at least 
five hours, until his wife came home and 
found him looking like a zombie "just 


staring at himself in the mirror.” Unable 
to awaken him, Joanna Kichmeier 
said she noticed an open book called 
Hypnosis Medicine of the Mind on the 
sofa. She also saw a letter from Roberts 
next to the book and called him. He 
talked Kichmeier out of the trance. 
The performer, whose stage name is 
Hannibal Helmurto, vowed to practice 
autosuggestion only when his wife is 
present (Britain's Daily Telegraph) 

Fruits of Research 

Researchers at the University of 
California Davis said they've identified 
"clusters” of autism in areas where par- 
ents have higher-than-average levels 
of education. For example, children in 
neighborhoods where parents finished 
college were at least four times more 
likely to be diagnosed with autism than 
children of parents who didn’t finish 
high school. “It doesn’t necessarily mean 
that higher education causes autism,” 
cautioned UC Davis MIND Institute 
researcher Irva Hertz-Picciotto, one of 
the study’s authors, who explained that 
the high rates of autism occur where 
parents are more likely to obtain a diag- 
nosis for their child. (NPR) 

More than half of British adults — 25 
million — have been injured by cook- 
ies, according to a survey by Mindlab 
International. At least 500 wound up in 
the hospital. Hidden dangers included 
flying fragments, burns while dunking 
cookies in scalding tea, poking them- 
selves in the eye with a cookie, choking 
on crumbs, breaking a tooth or filling 
biting a cookie, and falling off a chair 
reaching for the package. Seven per- 
cent of those surveyed said they’d been 
bitten by a pet or “other wild animal” 
trying to get their cookie. (Britain’s 
Daily Telegraph) 

Lingerie Model of the Week 

Sheriff’s deputies in Lee County, Fla., 
arrested Lawrence Jay Horowitz, 43, 
for attacking his girlfriend at her home 
after she made a comment when he 
walked into the kitchen wearing one of 
her nightgowns. She said she thought at 
first he was trying to be funny “but then 
realized he had a strange look on his 
face.” (Naples Daily News) 

Breakthrough 

Albanian Katerina Munguli, 16, not 
only became the first girl to compete 
in a traditionally male-only Orthodox 
ceremony to retrieve a metal cross from 
the bottom of the Ionian Sea, but she 
also won, beating out a dozen men and 
boys for the $111 prize. “We were all 
happy a girl got it,” said Vladimir Kumi, 
co-organizer of the event. “She is the 
youngest of four sisters and behaves a 
bit like a boy.” (Reuters) 



The Vermont Intern Program allows your business 
to attract new talent, complete short term projects, 
and evaluate long term potential. 

VBSR's Intern Program will help your business: 

Post and Distribute Intern Openings • Recruit Students 
Screen Initial Applicants • Develop Workplans 


I Daycare $16 

Boarding $28 per night 
Bus $5 
I Baths $10 


Gulliver's Doggie Daycare 


802.860.1144 

59 Industrial Avenue UJilliston, VT 05495 

uiuiui.cloggiedoycore.com 


IS YOUR 3-6 yEAR OLD PUSHING yOUR BUTTONS P 
DO you WANT TO IMPROVE THEIR BEHAVIOR P 


The UVM Department of Psychology 
Is conducting a research study which Includes 
a 6 week parenting group to possibly help parents improve 
their children's behaviors. 


To qualify you must have a child 3-6 years old. 

For more information call the 
UVM Department of Psychology 
at 656-3814 or email mmerchan@uvm.edu. 


Pulpr Deposit 
down now and enjoy 
winter sales savings. 

Piet ui tint Blh 


Grow Your Business! 


Hire an Intern today! 

Contact Tara Pfeiffer-Norrell, 

Intern Program Manager at tarap@vbsr.org 
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comics +puzzles 


MORE PUZZLES! |||||| MORE COMICS! |||||| MORE FUN! 

CROSSWORD PUZZLE TIM NEWCOMB (P.6) FREE WILL ASTROLOGY & 

[P.C-3 IN CLASSIFIEDS) RED MEAT (P.64) NEWS QUIRKS (P.76 & 77) 
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DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ★ ** 
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DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: **★ 



★ = MODERATE ** = CHALLENGING ***= HOO, BOY! - FIND ANSWERS & CROSSWORD IN THE CLASSIFIEDS SECTION 




AmericanElf.com 







gather, gab. gawk. 



SPONSORED BY 


the Cascades 


BCA 


Thursday, March 4, 5-8pm 

Firehouse Gallery, 135 Church Street, Burlington 
Switchback, Wine, Dark ‘n’ Stormys + Free Snacks 

s 5 donation (free to BCA members) 


* RSVP ON SEVENDAYSVT.COM/COOLER TO BE ELIGIBLE TO WIN 2 FREE LIFT TICKETS AT STOWE * 


pERSoIWOS 

For relationships, dates, flirts and i-spys: 

sevendaysvt.com/personals 



W5ME!\I MEN 

AM I THE ONLY PERSON 


generosity. Red37 37. Cl. 4116683 
CITY GIRL LOOKING FOR ADVENTURE 

people, sweetnyia. 20. 8, Cl, 0116784 
LIVING IN THE HEART 


W5ME!M WSIVIEN 


ad. sunshineSGG8. 41. OI10881 
SHY, THEN SPONTANEOUS! 

in the sun! Sammie. 25. 0102411 
A UNIQUE, 'POLISHED' COUNTRY GIRL 

you? beyondordinary. 44. Cl. 0116791 
SEEKING CHAOS. LOVE 8, RELAXATION 

Thanks! Psmith. 50. Cl. 0116817 
LAUGHTER & A LITTLE OIRT 

adventure. 26. Cl. 0116814 
FREE TO EXPLORE! 


reading. 116679. SI. Cl. 0116679 
GIRL MEETS BOY 

for me. heydaysie. 21. Cl. 0116764 


CURioUS? 

You read Seven Days, 
these people read 
Seven Days — you 
already have at least 


All the action is online. 

Browse more than 
2000 local singles 
with profiles including 
photos, voice messages, 
habits, desires, 
views and more. 

It’s free to place your 
own profile online. 

Don't worry, you'll be 
in good company, 

a See photos of 
this person online. 


NoT olM IHi 'IMeT? 

You can leave voicemail 
for any of the nice folks 
above by calling: 


out there? REANE69 35. Cl. 4116728 
FRIENDLY. GIRLY. AND OPTIMISTIC 

Live_to_Love. 22 Cl. 4116639 
MEET ME FIRST. THEN DECIDE... 

there Timby. 30. Cl. 4116622 

FUNNY. INTELLIGENT. CARING & 
PASSIONATE 

each other, cindyj. 41. Cl. 4116595 
JUST LOOKIN' FOR MY BOI 

there? abbeyx579 18. Cl. 4116583 
SEEKING OPEN-MINDED WOMEN 

3 , Cl. 4116579 


MEN Agd W5ME!\l 

SINGLE FATHER LOOKING 

in VA. Irbmassl979. 30. □. 4116833 


SOMEONE YOU CAN COUNT ON 


from you soon, relaxed. 27. 4116832 
LAKE-LOVIN’ COUNTRY BOY 

meals. blueyes42. 42. Cl. 4116821 

INFINITELY VARIABLE 

What do you like? OK. I'll try that. 

Toruk_Makto. 19. C 1. 4116822 


A MANLY QUEEN! 

l'ma35y.o. M 

please! Love Maker 35. Cl. 4116651 


once, xlcllll. 34. Cl. 4116514 




pRSFili oF 1HE WEEK: 

FEBRUARY IS FOR AWESOMENESS. REALLY 

Wanted: sidekick/muse/drinking buddy/partner in crime to 
accompany me on my many adventures in Burlington. Me: 
25, awesome & mildly psychic. Inquire online. Just_Maggie, 
25. Q. #116823 

FROM HER ONLINE PROFILE: I'm very friendly as long as we 
get along at first. If you play guitar and would be willing to 
teach me, that's a major plus. I'm thinking of starting an art 
revolution. BTW, I just want a friend here, I - don't believe in 
expectations. 


MORE ROCK. LESS COUNTRY 

holler. Coffeeisgood. 30. 4116818 
ON THE RUN 

& Montreal. 116815. 43. 4116815 
COMMUNICATION 

& sweet JM1653 56 4116776 

COMPASSIONATE. CARING. CUDDLY 
MAN SEEKING 

driving. TForcel3. 29. Cl. 4116813 
TOO SEXY FOR MY CAT 

of fun. telegraph. 47. Cl. 4114502 


LETS PAR-TEY 

be discreet! misf>tl978. 31. 4101356 


WHAT UP PEOPLE? 

out with. Asuma81. 28. 4116390 
LIVING THE LIFE. 

Lightning. Flash. 25. Cl. 4104620 
FUNNY. INTIMATE AND CARING GUY 

obese. Elllot_S. 21. Cl. 4116201 
FRIENDLY. GENUINE, INTELLIGENT 

off. iamthewalrus2142. 22 4116053 
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For group fun, BDSM play, and full-on kink: 

sevendaysvt.com/personals 


WoMEN 

HORNY SUBMISSIVE 

SEXFORHOURS 


lately. BetlaTouchesYou. 23. 2116714 


KEEP ME UP AT NIGHT 

It's really cold out there. I r 

handle me? kikl28. 28. 2116689 
ANGELEYES 

over! PorcelainSkin21, 21. 211665S 



LIVE LIFE TO THE FULLEST 

choice Is yours. Aster. 36. Cl. 2116565 
ITS ABOUT TIME... 


CURIOUS...AGAIN 

must D/D free. alts. 28. 2116542 
IN NEED OF RELEASE! 

TIME FOR A CHANGE 

NewAdventures. 21. Cf. 2116428 


CURioUS? 

You read Seven Days, 
these people read 
Seven Days — you 
already have at least 
one thing in common! 

All the action is online. 

Browse more than 
2000 local singles 
with profiles including 
photos, voice messages, 
habits, desires, 
views and more. 

It's free to place your 
own profile online. 
Don't worry, you'll be 
in good company, 

| I See photos of 

this person online. 


NoT oN MS 'NeT? 


treat). Rusalka. 30 a. Cl. 2116179 
LOOKING FOR PLEASURE. NEED 

please. sunny86. 42. 8. 2116118 

POLYAMOROUS. LOVING. SENSUAL, 
DOMINANT 

of girls on the bed. giggling & happy 

MsSweetness. 45. Cl. 2116040 

SPONTANEOUS/ADVENTUROUS 

PROFESSIONAL 

a must, kindergal. 49. 2115984 
NO NEED FOR LUBE! 


HELLO THERE 

Beowulf. 22. Cl. 2116753 
MAN-TO-MAN FUN 

deserve. brian802. 45. 2116749 
YOU NEED INCENTIVE 

toys. Strict. 60. Cl 2116713 
MARRIED FILIPINA WOMEN ONLY 

line. WIFEBANGER, 49. Cl, 2102145 


5MEE 


MEN 


TRYINGITDIFFERENT 

lady, ellenburg. 51. Cl. 2116808 


LETS PLEASURE EACH OTHER! 

good sex. Giveusum, 36. 2116770 


LOOKING FOR SEXY WOMEN 

urge harleycpl. 38 Cl. 2116793 
HORNYBICURIOUSWIFE 


CURIOUS. ADVENTUROUS. EASYGOING, 

Me: 27. 5‘4. 125 lbs. woman. I have a 


KJ1MK oF TH§ WEEH: 

GREEN MOUNTAIN MAN 

Laid-back Vermonter who loves the outdoors: snowshoeing, 
fishing, camping hiking, nude sunbathing. Would like to 
find the same for some adventures in/outdoors. Caring, 
compassionate, willing to try different things is what life is 
all about. Let me show you how snow should really MELT, 
gsaofvt, 45. #116705 

FROM HIS ONLINE PROFILE: Describe your wildest fantasy. 

Sex with that someone special on the summit of Mt. 
Mansfield. 


TAKE A RIDE 


more SugarCookle. 24 8, Cl, 2111805 


Ideal girl is D/D free & between 18-25. 

©. mysteryman802. 22.2116699 
I CAN PLEASE YOU 

pleased. Want2meet. 44. 2112961 
ATHLETIC. GENUINE. HANDSOME 

younger men. Jhawk22. 22 2116681 
BOY LOOKING FOR DADDY 

thought, too! jrd890 21. 2116670 


hair, 5T 180 lbs. athletic build. I/we are 
to receive, dragonflybtv. 27, 2116577 

STALLION 8, PETITE CARAMEL 
GODDESS 

hair, excellent body, 24. She’s 410. brown 

age 45. TallTPetiteJ. 24. 8. Cl. 2116548 
FIRST TIME 

receiving! suprisel43. 24. 2116535 
COUPLE LOOKING FOR HOT FUN 

to watch/join in. cpl4hotfun, 33, 2116516 


sweet time. 1 thought 1 would find Mr. 

for any of the kinky folks 

sensual adventures. 1 am clean, discreet. 


o tooffer"^ need someoniTjTO Is clean 

above by calling: 

movl^i^ioks. Uiernjtdoors , & a^sense 

ToO IMIeNSE? 

g & honest. alhinnj2 30. Cl. 2116546 

1-520-547-4568 

of adventure! 103065, SI. 2103065 

fjfe GO BACK1 PAGE 
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If you've been 
spied, go online 
to contact your 
admirer! 


sevendaysvt.com/personals 


CHAMPLAIN PLAID 


You: Woman. Me: Woman. #906983 
HOTTIE AT DRAG BALL 


13. 2010. Where: Drag Ball, Higher 
Ground. You: Man. Me: Man. #906981 

VERMONT SANDWICH SATURDAY 

You: Woman. Me: Man. #906979 
DANCING W/ AN ICE TRAY 


You: Woman. Me: Man. #906978 
CHECKOUT AT HUNGER MOUNTAIN 

You: Woman. Me: Mon. #906976 
THE WOMAN OF MY DREAMS 

Friday, 2/12, at about 7:30 p.m. Your 


12, 2010. Where: Upper Deck Pub. 
You: Woman. Me: Man. I90697S 

KITCHEN TABLE FENDER BENDER 


in the dimly lit loL Please contact 


Table. You: Man. Me: Woman. #906974 




DEW TOUR AT MT. St 


BART FROM WOOLEN MILL 

2010. Where: Woolen Mill. Winooski. 
You: Man. Me: Woman. #906973 

TAKE ME AWAY JONESVILLE GIRL 

February 12, 2010. Where: Jonesville. 
You: Woman. Me: Man. #906972 

AROUND TOWN IN SB 

Wednesday, February 10, 2010. Where: 
SB. You: Man. Me: Woman. #906971 

WHITE HOODIE HOTTIE AT BUS STOP 

crafts. You: Man. Me: Man. #906970 
156 BISTRO 

February 10. 2010. Where: 156 Bistro. 
You: Woman. Me: Man. #906969 

TRAINING FOR WARRIORS 

Man. Me: Woman. #906968 
MR. PHILLIPS AT BODY LE BRONZE 

You: Man. Me: Woman. #906967 
MY PUMPKIN MUFFIN 

Muffin ( scrom*) When: Thursday. 

You: Man. Me: Woman. #906966 
I'M TRYING. I'M BREATHING IN 

2010. Where: downtown, car, bathtub. 
You: Man. Me: Woman. #906965 


VGS. You: Man. Me: Man. #906959 
JESS C © DOC 

You: Woman. Me: Man. #906958 
OVER-PRICED CARAMEL & FUDGE 

You: cute cashier at City Market not 

February 9. 2010. Where: City Market. 
You: Man. Me: Woman. #906957 


You: Man. Me: Woman. #906954 


CUTIE ATFLETCHER LIBRARY, MONDAY 
AFTERNO ON 


RED-HEADED BROOKLYN GIRL 

24, 2010. Where: Old North End. You: 
Woman. Me: Woman. #906962 

HELLO ALFRED 

You: Woman. Me: Woman. #906961 
QUIETER PLACE IN VT 

February 3. 2010. Where: I Spy ads. 


February 9, 2010. Where: Winooski. 

THAT A CHEESY LOVE SONG 

18, 2009. Where: at work. You: 

Man. Me: Man. I9069S5 

BUYING CRACKERS 

beard. 5:45 p.m, Monday, 2/B/10 in 


You: Woman. Me: Man. #906953 



HEY, LUCIANO 

cigarette & all I could think of was WOW! 
AN ITALIAN STALLION. I see you daily & 

We should meet ibr drinks. Cant wait 


graduate In a few months. I have two questions: Is 
there a deadline in a relationship to move on to the 
next level? (Like, for example, is five years too long 
to wait for a relationship to progress?) Secondly, I 
am in a committed relationship and I am waiting for 
my partner to propose. Should I just take matters 
into my own hands and propose to my partner 


fitoei, 

Anonymous 


It's amazing that, even after all the gender-role 
smashing we've done, the most independent of 
women still get caught up in the engagement 
game — some to the point of mania. Anticipating 
a proposal can turn an otherwise smart, confident 
woman into a self-conscious pile of passive mush. 

While there’s nothing wrong with your proposing 
to your partner, be sure you're not acting out of a 
desperate need for validation in your relationship. 
Furthermore, forget the Hollywood notion of the 
surprise proposal on bended knee — it just doesn't 
work that way for most couples. 

Generally, couples communicate about their 
hopes and goals surrounding marriage and family. 
Have you talked with your partner about the future? 
If you can muster up the courage to propose, why 
not dial it back a notch and simply say, "I love you 
and want to spend the rest of my life with you, and 


page." Start there and see what happens. If you're 
both in love and intend to stick by each other, who 
really gives a care about a ring? 


Need advice? 

Email me at mistressffsevendaysvt.cc 
or share your own advice on my blog at 
sevendaysvt.com/blogs 
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